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* 

WRITTEN FOR 

THE BBJVEFIT OF JIMJV,- 

OR, THE 

3fm|>attialttp of f eftoljaft 

riJ^TDICATED. 



riFTH BDITIOX. 

TO WHICH IS ADDED, 

A GLIMPSE 

OF THE 

SOVEREIGJ^ BEJ^TEFICEJVCEf 

INTENDED TO STIMULATE MANKIND, 

To learn from the kindness of God to us all 
to be kind to another. 

The whole consoliflated with the dying expressions of MATIIRTV 
FRANKLIN, dflivcred in Frknds Meeting, Pearl Strett, New 
York, Janoar>' 9th, 1815, beu)^ an acceptable minis- 
ter of said meeting, and who was aiTt st« d by a 
messenger from the court of hoawn, \\hi!«i 
dLlivering that charitf blc discours-<> 
from James chap. i. xtr, 27. 
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PHILADELFHIA*. 
PUBZI8H1EB BY £^OCH 30\V^^^^ 
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THE NEW YORK! 
By the lfubQy33lhf)^h Edition of the 

Af-:?, LTNOX AND 



FaoM the rapid sale of the three last editions of 
the »* Pigbtf of God" which were all sold some time 
past— and as there is a demand for another edition 
^ that interesting Work, I have put a new and i-^rge 
one to press. From the great and oncommon patr«)- 
nage afforded the Author V last Works, particularly. 
the *^Ceiestiai Comforter** and ** Charms of Bene<oO' 
lence.** 4000 copies of which I published last April, 
and have nearly disposed of them all to a generous 
public, since that time. 

I am encouraged to put another large edition of 
the " Rights of God*'' to press, confident of a contin- 
uation of the public patronage to my friend Mr. 
3ranagan's Works. In the course of a few months, 
I also intend to publish a large Octavo volume, 500 
pages; to precede the ** History of my Life:** entitled, 
'* Johnson's Selections/' in which I intend to intro- 
duce copious and beautiful Extracts from the 
•• Rights of God,** and also the " Beam of Celestial 
Light, I have my. friend Mr. Branagan*s permission 
to take this liberty; for which I return him my sin- 
cere and public thanks: and likewise the public in 
general, both of Philadelphia and New York, and 
to my friends in particular, I return my respectful 
acknowledgments for past favours, and hoping for 
a continuation of the same, I subscribe myself the 

Publics' most obedient servant, 

E. 30H^^O^,^T. 

^y/ac/!,/jt,l/a, l^une Ut, ISIS." 
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PREFACE. 



This compendious icorh^ may with 
propriety^ be considered as a supple^ 
ment to the " Beauties of Philanthropy J^ 
It is intended briejjy to demonstrate the 
ingratitude of man, and the impartial^ 
ity of divine justice, deducible from 
profane as well as sacred history. Per- 
haps six thousand pages would not con^ 
tain what might be said on the subject f 
yet, if we vindicate the impartiality of 
Jehovah to the satisfaction of every can^ 
did reader, in 360 pages, it will answer 
as good a purpose as if tee swelled the 
present performance to six thousand. 
Finally, to investigate the cause qf the 
destruction of other nations and indi- 
vidualsy in order to avoid their misfor- 
tunes, is the most important duty of 
every intelligent person. Jlnd even an 
attempt to eradicate from the minds of 
the miserable, their doubts of the impar-* 
tiality of Jehovah^ is most assured^ coi«\.- 
mendabl-e. 
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IV PREFACE. 

JSTo subject can be more interest 
to the human family^ than the snl^ 
of our investigation ; because noth 
can be more destructive to their haj 
neas in time and eternity^ than apj 
hensions and doubts of the impartia 
qf Jehovah. Methinks no candid t 
ier can continue to harbour a doub 
ike goodness of Chd, after carefully 
rusing the present performance. 

When it is remembered that unbel 
or an unjust idea of the attributps of 
Slmighty^ is the primary cause of 
present and eternal destruction of % 
lions of the human family^ and that 
cannot possibly dishonour God nu 
than by believing him to be a part 
and consequently an unjust Being- 
say, the recollection of these stubb 
and melancholy facts^ most assure 
will preclude the necessity of apok 
zing for a work of this nature. 

Philadelphia, January, 1808. 



RIGHTS OF GOD, &c. 



DEPARTMENT I. 

A concise wevj of the degradation and dettruetion <f the 
mott celebrated nations of antiquity, nvitb an investiga- 
tion tifthe cause of their downfall. Intended to prame 
tkat the same cause voiil produce the same effecti in 
modern as it did in ancient times, 

IN order to form a proper estimate of 
God's generosity and man's degene- 
racy^ it will be neceesary^ in the first 
place to view him sitting on his majes- 
tic* throne^ dispensing justice 'and 
mercy^ impartially, among his intelli- 
gent creatures. He is the Almigh^' 
law-giver, and he cannot act consistent 
with himself, and at the same time suf- 
fer his laws to be broken with impunity. 
He has created all the heavenly host, 
as well as the human family \ Ik^Wsl ^1 
whom are susceptible o? gc«A,^t\i\ ^^xcw^- 
tioaa, which are the oiiV^ «u^^^^V»Ss^ 

AS 
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returns we can make the ^at Creator, 
for the plenitude of his liberality. In- 
deed, both angels and men have nothing 
else to return to Gh)d for his infinite 
goodness, but unbounded gratitude, with 
its fruits and effects. We love him, 
says the apostle, because he first loved 
us. Now, in the Scriptures, we find, 
that every man that cometh into this 
world, is illuminated with a measure 
of the light of God's spirit. Because, 
a measure of the Holy Spirit is given to 
every man to profit withal. Every ra- 
tional man, must of course, be capaci- 
iated to view in the book of creation and 
providence, as w.^ll as the book of 
revelation, the amazing goodness and 
condescension of the supreme Creator. 
If, therefore, he 19 possessed with a 
ipark of gratitude, that spark will be 
kindled to a flame, by contemplating 
the divine munificence. The light of di. 
vine grace will shew us that we are sin- 
ners, the smallest particle of gratitude 
will incline us to come to God, to be 
cleansed from our impurities, by re- 
jmserttion; b^ thi9 means we shall b^ 



enabled to forsake sin^ to love righte- 
OQflness^ to practise holiness^ even in 
this worlds and after death be received 
into glory. It is unreasonable and uii« 
teriptaral to suppose, that GUmI would 
require his rational creatures to return 
bim the grateful tribute of thanksgiving 
for his manifold favours, if he did not 
open their intellectual eyes to see thenu 
And on the other hand, Gk>d would be 
wanting to himself, if he did not re* 
quire the affectionate thanks of his crea* 
. tores when he enlightened them to see^ 
and also feel, that he is, and was, and 
ever will be great in goodness, and 
cpod in greatness. By nature, there 
IS no good thing in us ; i. e. without 
the light of God's spirit. But with thii 
Ught, we are susceptible of great im- 
provement. ^ 

The grace of Qod may be compared 
to a mustard seed, which though very 
diminutive, when planted, becomes the 
largest of herbs. Thus, the man who 
nurtures the least motion of the spirit 
of Godf imparted to ViVm^ ^.^^ ^^d^^% 
tbe atill isauill voice tlhiL o^ Vvba. Ni 
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his own happiness, will find it growing 
with his growth, and strengthening 
with hia strength. While the man who 
rejects the visitations of the spirit of 
truth, which appears to every man, re< 
jects the advancement of his own na- 
ture, the cultivation of his own mind, 
and the glorification of his own soul. — 
Hence, the first, can in spirit soar from 
this earthly ball, tread the starry skies, 
walk in ther paradise of God, can view 
through the telescope faith, the inbabi> 
tants of the third heavens, but above 
all — he can admire, adoreand converse 
with their divine Original, and their 
cause, in holy meditation. While the 
last is wallowing in swinish impurity, 
serpentine deceit, and eatanic villany. 
What has been said - relative to in- 
dividuals, may be said with some lit- . 
tie variation, respecting nations, for one 
ia in miniature, what the other is in 
inagnitnde. It is very certain that na- 
tieaal sins have been punished with na^ 
tional calamities. £very person' who 
Ib in any sense acquainted with profanO' 
iaatoiy, will at once tee, that the na- 
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tkms of antiquity have been extirpated. 
For what ? Not for their virtues ; sure- 
ly noty but for their wickedness have 
they been signally punished in this 
world ; because^ it was impossible for 
God to punish them in eternity, as no 
civil distinctions^ or national associa- 
tions, are to be seen there. God bore 
with the degenerate manners and cor- 
rupt morals of the antediluvians for 
many centuries^ and one hundred and 
twenty years before he sent his judg- 
ments upon them, he commanded his 
servant Noah, to preanh repentance to 
them ; who faithfully pointed out their 
dangerous state, as rebels against the 
laws of heaven, but they would not 
listen to his benevolent admonitions. 
Wherefore, God sent the deluge upon 
them, and enveloped them all (Noah 
and those in the ark with him except- 
ed) in one watery grave. 

I might go on to mention the exalta- 
tion, degradation, and destruction of 
the Egyptians, the Trojans, the Gre- 
cians, the inhabitants of Canaan, the 
Assjnians, tfie Medes^ an!&. CV^^^^^^^^ 



nd may others^ who ia thek tdnui 

orderi an£ would, not^submit to Jai$, di- 
Tine goveniiaeot; and were;of eoarae 
extirpated from the faee of. the ; earifa; 
But our limits will not allow us to give' 
eren a eompendiouj^ relation of (ho 
above qations^ who were aeeouuted in- 
Vincible^ uid were for many yeairs both 
prosperous and powerful ; and. from 
whose appearanee, one would have sup^ 
posed^ should. have survived the ravages 
of time. Uowev4^r, we will briefly meii^- 
iion the downfal or three of the most 
prosperous and populous cities and na* 
tionisi^ which ever was, . or perhi^ evw 
will be m this wofid ; I mean Babj^oo^ 
Jerusalem and the Roman empire. This 
will answer our purpose, as well as if 
we particularized. the history of ever]^ 
nation and its downfall who hi^ye^ hf^ 

^ aad experience, proved, that the grefjl 
Greater wiUjaot Jl^ trifled with, eithi^ 
by nations or individuals. Indeed, % 
is very evident to every rational mind, 
tibal God would not, nor indeed cannot 

/^ SoUty OMtions^ much les% inA\\ \&\i^. 
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alsy who will not repent and reform^ 
pass on wittiout punishment; he can^ 
consistent with bis divine attributes, 
give them time and space for repent, 
ance/he can exhibit bis goodness an^ 
their own ingratitude plain to their view^ 
he can from time to time send his ser- 
vants to warn them of their approaching 
destruction ; this he can do, and this is 
all he can do consistent with his divine 
law ; I think I may with much proprie- 
tj go further and say, this is all he 
can do, consistent even with the rea- 
sonable and judicious laws of man. For 
nothing can be more plain, than, that if 
God suffered the guilty to go altogether 
unpunished, he would actually be coun- 
tenancing .rebellion, encouraging wick- 
edness, rendering his equi^ble laws 
only a mere sham, acting unworthy of 
himself, and causing bis angels to discs- 
teem his divine government. Let sinful 
nations and individuals, only consider 
the reasonableness of this sentiment,^ and 
they will be constrained to tremble on 
the brink of ruin, if they c.ont\»\\ft.\\v^vsTOL- 
gible and impeaitent. W ^ \^'^ wiv^ ^^^ 



It 

the utmost brevitj, as our limits will 
not permit as to enlarge^ give some ac- 
count of the femous city of Babylon. 
It was built in a spadous plain, and was 
by the river tkiphratesy divided into 
two parts ; the walls were eighty-seven 
feet thick, three hundred feet high, and 
four hundred and eighty furlongs in cir- 
cumference ; in addition to this amazing 
wall, a vast ditch of water surrounded 
the walls on the outside. The city was 
exactly four-square, cm each square 
were twenty-five gates of solid brass, 
between every two gates were three 
towers, each of which were ten feev 
higher than the wall. From the twen- 
ty -five gates on each squnre of the city, 
went so many streets, which reached 
in a direct line to the opposite gales 
of course there were fifty streets, ear 
fifteen miles long, crossing each ot^ 
at right angles, ft would take a volu 
to contain an account of the astonish: 
grandeur and magnificence of this e. 
tensive city ; the superb houses, the lofty 
and costly palaces, the justly celebrat- 
ed hanging gardens, the prodigies of 
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sculpture and architecture, but above 
all, the amaziug temple of Belus, which 
bad in it a golden statue /orty feet high ; 
all these only formed a small part of 
the riches, power, and pomp of this great 
city. One would have supposed that it 
would have retained its strength and 
beauty, even after the expiration of ten 
thousand years. But alas ! the mighti. 
ness of this city was only equalled by 
the wickedness of its inhabitants, and 
the haughtiness of its rulers^ whose cru- 
elty to the Israelites for seventy years, 
"was exceeding groat. Idolatry, impiety, 
oppression, and crimes of every descrip- 
tion were committed by them. God did 
certainly bear with their manners for a 
number of years, but his justice, though 
ilow was sure. When he saw that they 
''ould not repent and reform, he made 
'^terrible example of them to future 
derations; for, notwithstanding the 
^gnitude of their walls, and the in- 
iucibilily of their fortifications, they 
were demolished by tli^ command of 
God, so that a trace oC t\\fe\x\Ns^^s^w^^- 
Ij left. In due time^ vfVveu ^^^ n^ssvJA 
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wait no longer for their repentance and 
reformation, when the cup of their ini- 
quity was full, he commanded Cyrus^ 
after the noted conquest of the Lydians^ 
to besiege Babylon. Surely Gyrus must 
have been stimulated and encouraged in 
this great enterprise, by God himself, 
for in addition to the amazing strength 
of the city, it appears that it was stor- 
ed with twenty years' provisions ; how- 
ever, it is certain, Cyras was not dis- 
couraged in his design, though the 
Babylonians insulted and laughed at 
his romantic attempts, (as they suppos- 
ed) from the tops of their walls. When 
God wills the destruction of a people 
for their wickedness, he can soon find 
secondary means to accomplish his de- 
signs, which would never enter into the 
heart of man to conceive. This was ex- 
emplified in the present case. The par- 
ticular time is mentioned in Scripture, 
when destruction was brought upon 
Babylon, as follows: Belshazzar, the 
king, made a great feast to a thousand 
of his lords^ and drank wine before 
^Aem, Then they brought tV \^s^A% 
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that were taken out of the temple of the 
house of God^ which was at Jerusalem; 
&nd the king and his princes, his wives 
and his concubines, drank in them. 
They drank wine in them, and praised 
the gods of gold and silver, of brass, 
of iron, of wood and of stone. While 
this superstitious king was spending tlie 

'night in debauchery, there came forth 
fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over 
against the candlestick on the plaister 
of the wall of the king's palace; and the 
king saw the part of the hand that wrote. 
Then the king's countenance changed, 
and his thoughts troubled him, so that 
Uie joints of his loins were loosed, and 
his knees smote one against the other. 
Then he cried aloud to bring in the as- 
trologers, the Chaldeans and the sooth- 
sayers ; but they could not read the wri- 
ting; until Daniel was sent for, who 
interpreted the writing : which, in some 
measure, eased the king's troubled 
mind; perhaps he thought the awful 
threatening would not be executed for a 
considerable time, or he dis\^eYv^N^.^>^v^ 

prophet altogether^ or \j\a.e.^iV ^vvs\\ ^^- 
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liance in the strength of Babylon for 
safety, that he banished the awful warn- 
ing from bis mind, and put off the con- 
sideration of serious matters till a more 
convenient season ; he feared also to dis- 
turb the general joy of the present festi- 
tival : however, it is certain, after Daniel 
and the astrologers were gone, the com- 
pany sat down again to drink and be 
merry, and continued so till Cyrus inter- 
rupted them with the glittering drawn- 
swords of his soldiers, in the following 
manner: Cyrus, some time before the 
above festival was celebrated, being in- 
formed that the Babylonians always 
passed the night,i on such occasions^ 
in drunkenness and debauchery, com- 
manded his soldiers to draw a line of 
circumvallation round the city, with a 
very deep ditch ; by this manoeuvre, be 
made the Babylonians believe, that his 
intention was to reduce the city by fam- 
ine ; by which means they were lulled 
into a fatal security. On the night of the 
above festival, Cyrus made his troops 
open the great receptacles or ditches, 
on each side of the town ; \>y lVi\»iafcwcis^ 
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the waters of the river rau into them, 
and the channel of the Euphrates was 
quickly emptied, and a passage made 
for Cyrns and his soldiers, who imme- 
diately marched to the gates of the city, 
which were open; for the persons who 
had charge of the gates, in the excess 
of their drunkenness, had forgotten to 
shut them .the preceding evenhig. When 
the guards saw the approach of their 
enemies, they strove to defend them- 
selves, but were killed on the spot; the 
palace gates were of course opened to 
know the cause of the noise, when the 
Persian troops rushed in with drawn 
swords, and put the impious Belshaz- 
zar and his sacrilegious company in- 
stantly to death. From this signal night 
Babylon began to totter to its fall. Thus 
it passed from the Assyrians to the !rer. 
sians, and after that to the Macedoni- 
ans, who severally assisted in its des- 
truction; at last it was turned into a 
park, in which the kings of Persia hunt- 
ed, even while Joram lived, and soon 
after it was scarcely used for this \)uv- 
jwse^ on dccoant of venomous ex^^\\vt^'^ 
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that lodged in holes, which they made 
in the i*ubbish. Hence, it was danger, 
ous for people to approach nearer to it 
than half a league ; in short, the pro- 
phecy of Isaiah, relative to this devoted 
city, was, to all intents and purposes, 
literally fulfilled, viz. 

•And Babylon^ the glory of kingdoms^ 
the beauty of the Chaldees excellency^ 
shall be as when God overthrew Sodom 
and Gomorrah. It shall never be in^ 
habitedf neither shall it be dwelt in from 
generation to generation ; neither shall 
the Arabian pitch his tent there; nei- 
ther shall the shepherds make their fold 
there : But tcUd beasts of the desati 
shall lie there^ and their houses shall be 
full of doleful creatures; and owls shall 
dwell there y and satyrs shaU dance there. 
And the wild beasts of the island shall 
cry in their desolate houses^ and drag- 
ons in their pleasant palaces : and her 
time is near to come, and her days shall 
not be prolonged. 

The destruction of Jerusalem, is of 
itself an absolutely irresistible proof, 
^Aa^t f^od wWl not let the most favoured 
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nation pass on without punishment^ 
when impeoilent and rebellious. It ia 
well known that the Jews were the most 
prosperous people on earth, and the 
]D«)st highly distinguished and honour- 
ed of 6od. Yet alas ! they repeatedly 
rebelled against him, and he as repeat. 
ediy punished them for the same. Till, 
to complete their wickedness and in- 
gratitude, they crucified him who came 
to them Uf be their glory, and the light 
of the Gentiles, and thus filled up the 
measure of their iniquity. Next to Baby- 
lon, Jerusalem may be considered to 
Iiave been a prodigy for strength and 
grandeur. It was built upon two moun- 
tains, and surrounded by three prodi- 
gious walls, which were fortified by one 
hundred and seventy-four towers of 
peculiar strength and excellent archi- 
tecture ; all of which were built of white 
marble. Still more elegant and splendid 
was' the royal palace; its apartments, 
porticoes, pillars, galleries, aqueducts, 
fountains, gardens, groves, and in short 
its singular and majestic scenery, both 
inside and outside, begga\^ &^^^tv^^ci^^« 
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But the temple out-sboiie them all^ aucl 
"Was the most superb fabric ever con- 
structed by mortals. — The circuit of 
the building was four furlongs, and one 
hundred cubits high, and was sustained 
by one hundred and sixty pillars of the 
most beautiful marble, adorned witli 
solid plates of gold. At a distance this 
amazing fabric appeared like a moun- 
tain of marble, supported on pillai*s of 
snow, and sprinkled with blfzing suns, 
for the plates of gold Were scarcely 
less dazzling; and the richness and 
splendour of its interior far exceeded 
even its outward magnificence. Well 
might the disciples remark to Christ, 
^' How it was adorned with goodly stones 
and gifts.^^ Yet, notwithstanding the 
elegance and strength of this sacred, 
temple, it was, according to our dear 
Lord's prediction, levelled with the 
ground, consumed by fire, and not even 
one stone of it was left upon another. 
And what was this for ? Undoubtedly 
for the wickedness of the people, and 
for an example to future generations. 
Aod this one instance of the severity of 
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God to bardened sinners, if there was 
no other, will demonstrate that the great 
and just God of heaven and earth will 
not be trifled with by poor^ petulant and 
perishing mortals. If our limits would 
permit us to give a copious description 
of the direful calamities which befell the 
Jews, with their unparalleled degrada- 
tion, every intelligent reader would be 
constrained to acknowledge the force of 
the preceding remark. But we are ne- 
eessitated to be exceedingly brief in the 
discussion of the subject. Our blessed 
Iiord predicted that the Israelites in 
general, and the people of Jerusalem 
m particular, should, for their wicked- 
Bess and obduracy, '' Fall hy the ed^e 
of the swnrdj and he led away captive 
%nto all nationsj and that Jerunalem 
should be trodden down by the Gentiles^ 
until the time of the Gentiles should 
comeJ^ And the prediction was liter- 
ally fulfilled. It is well known that the 
Jews were subjugated by the Roman 
army under Pompey, about sixty years 
before the birth of Christ \ ^.uv\ ^\^vol 
time to time manifested ai n^lt^^^s^'^^ 



spirit, and a disposition to shake off the 
Roman yoke. About forty years af- 
ter his crucifixion, rebellious tumults 
became more common and serious; at 
last Eleazer, the high priest's sou, per- 
saaded those who officiated in the tern, 
pie, to reject the sacrifices of foreigners, 
and no longer pray for them. This was 
considered by the Romans as an un- 
pardonable insult, and of course laid 
the foundation of a sanguinary war. 
Cestius Gallus marched an army into 
Judea, in order to quell them, and spread 
desolation wherever he went ; he burned 
some towns, slew several thousand of 
the inhabitants, entered Jerusalem, and 
burned Ihree divisions of the city; but 
in the midst of his conquest, through 
the treacherous advice of his officers, 
he raised the siege, fled from the city, 
was pursued by the Jewish army, and 
finally lost six thousand of his men. 
When the Roman Emperor, Nero, 
heard of his defeat, he appointed Ves- 
pasian to prosecute the war against the 
. Jews^ who, with his son Titus, col- 
lected an army of sixty ihowsawd tsl^w^ 



and marched into Judea, A. D. 67 ; the 
principal towns of which were destroy, 
ed, and at least one hundred and fifty 
thousand inhabitants, of both sexes, 
and all ages. Vespasian, when he 
reached Jericho, hearing of the death 
of Nero^ returned to Rome, and was 
chosen emperor. By this evenl the Jews 
had two years longer allowed them to 
repent in, but they grew still more wick- 
ed ; factions contending for sovereignty 
slaughtered each other with savage ani- 
mosity. Thousands and tens of thou- 
sands were slain in these conflicts. Thus 
they continued to spread desolation and 
carnage on every side, when the factions 
were petrified with the news of the ap- 
proach of the Roman army, under the 
chief command of Titus, who encom- 

Sassed Jerusalem, at the time when the 
ews from all parts of their country wore 
convened at the metropolis, to celebrate 
the feast or the passover. Titus surround- 
ed the city by a circumvallation ; this 
trench was thirty-nine furlongs in circuit, 
strengthened with thirteen Un^^x^s.^ V«^ 
ibis means they not ou\y gjBLUi&^VXi^ ^^ 



oatward walls of the city, but demolirii- ^ 
ed part of the inward wall; possessed 
themselves of the iower of Antonia, set ^ 
Are to the temple, the castle, the register- 
office, the council chamber, and the 
palace of queen Helena. Thus, not 
only fire and sword, bat famine and 
pestilence united their terrific infiuence 
to avenge the Lord's quarrel with his 
ungrateful people. They were reduced 
to the necessity of eating dried grass^ 
rats and mice, their sandals and belts^ 
and even their own children. One Jew- 
ess of noble family, in particular, pre- 
pared her infant son for a meal, and 
had eaten half thereof, when some sol- 
diers compelled her to relinquish the 
remainder. This tragical event is rela- 
ted by Josephus, to whose history I 
would refer the reader for a more par- 
ticular account of the many woes and 
miseries, which fell upon the Jewish 
nation, for their rebellion and ingrati- 
tude to their gracious and long-suffering 
Creator; thousands perished with hun- 
ger^ the ;9tre6ts were crowded with heaps 
ofuobutied hwoMJk bodies*^ tbeaV^uOsk 



of which produced the most destructive 
disorders. The reader may form some 
idea o( the dreadful ravages of these 
complicated judgments, when he is in- 
formed, that no less than one hundred 
and fifteen thousand, eight hundred and 
eighty-eight dead bodies were, carried 
through one gate only from the 14th 
of April, when the siege commenced, 
to the 1st of July following ; and all 
thet<e were destroyed by intestine comlt 
motion, famine and disease. The whole 
number of the poor cast out at the dif- 
ferent gates of the city, amounted to no 
less than six hundred thousand ; the 
sight of which moved the pity of the 
Itoman soldiers, especially Titus, who 
was counted a lerciful general. He at 
different times entreated the Jews to 
surrender, and promised them mercy ; 
but they derided and laughed him to 
8com; which so irritated his army,* 
with many other provocations they re-, 
eeived from the infatuated Jews, that, 
when they became Snasters of the city, 
they put every man, wovkMk vcA 0«KA. 
to death they met; tViej \5afisi%^V%Bt^\s^ 

c 
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it^ and finally plowed np its foanda- 
tions. Josephus reckons ^^ one million 
and one hundred thousand Jews were 
destroyed during the siege, exclusive 
of two hundred and thirty-seven thou- 
sand who perished in other places; 
and innumerable multitudes, which were 
swept away by famine, pestilence, &c. 
of which no calculaton could be made. 
No less than two thousand laid violent 
#ands upon themselves.'^ Thus we see 
God can in a little time bring swift 
destruction upon impenitent and un- 
grateful nations and individuals. This 
great city, which for beauty and strength 
was emphatically called the praise of 
the whole earth, in five months was 
consumed, with its wicked inhabitants ; 
and its whole circuit levelled in such a 
manner, that a stranger would scarcely 
have believed that it had been a popu- 
lous city. The desolate and mournful 
state of Judea, from this period, is ex- 
actly described by the prophet Isaiah : 
— Then said J, LoAl, how long? AnA 
he ansiceredf JJntil the citws be wasted 
tmtkotU inhabitant^ and the hoiises itltK- 
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out a man, and the land be utterly deso- 
late. And the Lord have removed men 
far awaVf and there be a great forsak- 
ing in the midst of the land. I will now 
iatroduce from mv ^' Flowers of Litera- 
ture/' third edition, an epitome of the 
downfal of the Roman empire. 

^' Constantine, who was emperor of 
Rome about the beginning of the fourth 
century, and who had embraced Ghristi- 
anity, changed the seat of empire from 
Rome to Constantinople. This occa- 
sioned a prodigious alteration. The 
western and eastern provinces were 
separated from each other, and govern- 
ed by different sovereigns. The with- 
drawing the Roman legions from the 
Rhine and the Danube, to the east, 
threw down the western barriers of the 
empire, and laid it open to the inva- 
ders. 

"Towards ihe close of the sixth 
centory, the Saxons^ a German nation, 
were masters of the southern, and most 
fertile provinces of Britain ; the Franks, 
another tribe of Germans, of Q^x)\\ S^*^ 
Qoths^ of Spain ; the Go\5ql^ ^\i^ Viss^s.- 



bftrds, of IMjf and the adjacent pto^ 
vinees. Bcarcely any vestige of the 
Roman ' poliey^ jurisprudence, arts or 
literature remained. New forms of 
government, new laws> new manners^ 
new dresses, new languages, and new 
names of men and countries were every 
where introduced. 

*' How far this change is to be la« 
mented. maybe matter of much dispute. 
The human species were reduced to 
such a degree of debasement by the 
pressure of Roman despotism, that we 
can hardly be sorry at any tneans, bows 
ever violent, which removed or lighten- 
ed the load. Wherever the barbarians* 
marched, their rout was marked with 
blood : ' They ravaged or destroyed all 
around them : They made no distinction 
between what was sacred and what wad 
profane : They respected no age, noir 
sect, nor rank. If a man was called 
upon to fix the period, in the history of 
the world, during which the condition 
of the human race was most calamitous 
Mod afflicted, he would without hesita-s 
tioa name this crisis. Their ^.tmcj^vAtoc^ 
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demolished palaces, and erected cot- 
tages on their ruins ; the finest ^orks of 
art they destroyed, and hunted the boar 
through gardens, parterres^ and plea- 
sure grounds/^ 

We might, in addition to the three 
antecedent cases of the destruction of 
the most populous nations, go on to 
mention collateral instances, of the an- 
nihilation of all the nations of antiqui- 
ty; who experienced similar fates for 
similar crimes. But the foregoing will, 
it is hoped, suffice to demonstrate, that 
the Almighty will not be trifled with 
by either nations or individuals. 

The question before us at present, 
relates to the downfal of the aforesaid 
nations. It will be asked. Why has 
God .punished them with more severity 
than he did the other nations of anti- 
quity? I answer, because they were 
more eminently favoured than their 
neighbours, and super-eminently un- 
grateful: for, where much is given, 
the more is required ; but tlie principal 
cause was, their unp&ra\\^\^4 \:^\^»ss^^ 
wbJcb seems to be tb^ \i^^^\&sv% «^ ^ 
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all nationsy Christian as well as pagan. 
The prophet Isaiah gives a brief^ but 
comprebeDsive description of the guilt 
and consequent punisnmeat of the Ba- 
bylonians: I, saith God^ was wroth 
with my people ; I have polluted mine 
inheritance, and given them into thine 
hand ; thou didst shew them no mercy ; 
upon the ancients hast thou very heavily 
laid thy yoke. Thereforey come down, 
sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of 
Babylon ! sit on theground, sit thou si- 
lent, amd get thee into darkness, O 
daughter of the Chaldean/ for thou shalt 
no more be called the lady of kingdoms. 
The Israelites were still more un- 
grateful ; times almost without number^ 
they rebelled against their sood God^ 
and condemned the counsel of the Most 
High, though he favoured and bless- 
ed them above all the nations of the 
earth. After spilling the precious blood 
of many, very many of their fellow- 
worms, they dared to imbrue their im- 
pious bands in the richest blood that 
ever flowed, even their own Messiah's, 
wAo came to be the salvation of his 



.■•«—- f 



31 

t 

ff 

jpeople^ and the glory of Israel; anc 
this crime filled up the measure of theii 
ioiquilies. Therefore, wrath came up 
; PB them to the uttermost, as we havi 
already demonstrated. The Romani 
ivere also exalted to the pinnacle o 
national grandeur and power : the citj 
was emphatically called the mistress 
of the world; and indeed, the Komani 
were the conquerors, (or the scourge ii 
the hands of the great God,) to punisi 
- all the civilized world, without exeep 
\ tion : and afterwards, they in their turn 
for their pride and tyranny, were pun 
ished almost as severely, by a handfu 
of barbarians, as they punished the 
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. Jews, some years before. 

^ We come now to make a compara 

live estimate of the degeneracy of th< 
aforesaid nations ; and the depravity o 
the inhabitants of Christendom. In thi 
jBrst place^ I will allow that there i( 
not; nor ever was in the world, a na- 
tion blessed with greater privileges, anc 
better political and theological infor- 
mation, than the Americans. But, silas! 

k yvhMt shall we, or^ indeed, yfWV. ^^w^ 
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y say, in favour of oar gratitadc or pi 

|| lanlhropy^ our national rectitude, ju 

I tice or morality, while there are at lea 

^ one million of our fellow worms, in t] 
most ignoble and tormenting slaver 
in the bowels of our country, thou| 
we at the same time profess to be tl 
votaries of liberty. What unaccount 
ble hypocrisy! what unparalleled t 
4«i ranny! what systematical duplicity, 

which the most barbarous of the he 
then nation were utter strangers, 
is a stubborn fact, that the human i 
mily are getting more and more c( 
I Tupted every generation, as it w 

I previous to the flood, by which the a 

I tediluvian world was destroyed. Th 

i the Jews were better informed, and j 

so more impious than the Babyloniai 
1 The Romans were still more cultivat 

' { in the fine arts, polite literature, ai 

'« the most equitable jurisprudence; I: 

still they accumulated more crimes, ai 
if possible exceeded the Jews in wic 
edness and ingratitude. In the sai 
manner^ but alas! with more lengt 
strides^ the Christians liav^ ^ \o 



1 

r 



98 

eighteen hundred years been adding 
wroDg to wrung, iniquity- to transgress. 
sion, hypocrisy to the most un parallel^ 
6d villany ; and, what is worse than all 
the rest, under the cloak of religion^ 
they have perpetrated the most unna* 
tural, the most diabolical, the most sa- 
rage, I should rather have said the most 
devilish crimes : nay, the devil himself 
would blush at the recital of their en- 
ermous cruelty ! If we at present cast 
our intellectual eyes around us, we will 
at once recognize, that the sufferings of 
the human family in general, as also 
their guilt, is much greater than it has 
ever been since the creation of the 
world. In one word, the earth is filled 
^ith oppression and violence: and 
iould we see the inhumanity of man 
against man, as God sees it, we should 
be petrified with horror, and swoon 
iyith astonishment and regret. Few 
crimes which were per{>etrated by the 
ancients,^ but what are refined upon by 
the nations of modern times. It is true, 
the inhabitants of Christendom^ ^^ v^;^ 
how down and woY&bi]|^ %o^% ^"t x^^'^^^i 
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of brass or stone ; but it is also true 
that millions and billions of them wor 
ship their own pretty faces, and majes 
tic forms, as well as their gold ant 
silver, more than the true God. Botl 
gentlemen and ladies of fashion, havi 
m their dressing rooms, individually 
an image which they worship ever^ 
day, a perishing and putrifying image 
it is represented to them through th 
medium of a looking-glass. Surely, thi 
is idolatry with a witness; and it is 
in my opinion, as foolish and ridieu 
lous idolatry as that practised by thi 
ancients. 

God has, for a number of centuries 
been calling upon the children of Chris 
tendom, by unparalleled mercies am 
favours, to repent and reform ; but alas 
instead of obeying the call, they hav( 
been growing in wickedness ever^ 
year. Now he is calling by the mos 
terrible judgments, but still no attentioi 
is paid to the gracious call : it seemi 
to me, that the Christian powers, liki 
the Jews, are judicially infatuated, anc 
seeking their own destruction witl 
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greediness. Indeed, it is my opinion^ 
that the awful period has arrived, when 
God is determined, as all other means 
have proved fruitless, to purge his 
ehurch by unparalleled persecution, and 
scourge the Christian nations with ter- 
rible severity ; and if that will not re- 
form them, extirpate them from the 
face of the earth. This he has done 
to unenlightened nations, for their pride 
und perverseness ; and surely, we can- 
not suppose he will let enlightened na- 
tions prosper in their villany, without 
punishment ! However, any candid en- 
telligent man, who will seriously con* 
sidcr the antecedent severity of God to 
the foregoiog celebrated nations, will 
be clearly convinced, that the people 
of Christendom have cause to tremble 
on the brink of fate. From the ruins 
of Babylon and Jerusalem, as well as 
from the many vacant spots where the 
most mighty cities once stood, a voice 
may be beard as loud as elaps of thun- 
der, crying in the ears of all the inhabi- 
^ tants of Christendom,' ea^e-Cttil^^ ^^ 
' people of England, in \%»efv^?5^ ^^"^ 
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IJiis : ^' Leaiti wiedosi flrom our prem 
iure fate : impose not too much on U 
long-forbearipg mercy of a gracioE 
^d ; for, remember, anci let the tboHgl 
^nfc deep, he is as just as be is good 
he is as impartial as he is patient; h^ 
afforded us many opportunities for re-..^ 
Iientanee, hut Me unhappily rejeetedt 
4iem all; hence, his justice, though \ 
silow, was sure; and we stand living 
monuments to prove, that he will not 
be trifled with by angels or men, in 
their national or individual capacity. 
A general dissoluteness of national man- 
ners was the harbinger of our ruin ; be- 
ware, therefqre, of this prelude of our 
annihilation.'^ 

I do not wish to pai^ticularize the pre- 
yalent and popular crimes of this de- 
generate age ; it would shock the ear 
of delicacy if I did, it would cause the 
philanthropist io weep and tremble by 
turns^ 1 do not, I dare not estimate the 
turpitude of our national delinquency, 
or fix the mode, the manner, or the 
magnitude of- the punishment due to it. 
But may I not deplore tbo^ infatuation 
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I 
observable in all ranks and grades in 
society. Though clouds and darkness 
rest upon our prospects^ though our po- 
litical atmosphere is impregnated with 
impending storms^ yet no salutary dread 
of the Almighty prevails. But gaiety^ 
sensuality^ infidelity, tyranny and ob- 
scenity of female fashions, are the order 
of the day. May God deliver us from 
this paralizing insensibility to moral 
obligation. Indeed, it requires no spirit 
of divination to foresee, that without 
repentance and reformation, we must 
participate the punishment, as we do 
the ingratitude of the favourite people 
of God ; I mean the Jews. Some of the 
iniquitous nations of Europe have fell, 
while others are nodding to their fall.^ 
Let us forego our national crimes, par- 
ticularly the one which exhibits us to 
the view of angels and men, as a nation 
of legal impostors, and political hypo- 

] crites ; 1 mean slavery ! ! and we need 

* When God dooms a nation or individual to de» 
ttruction for unrepented crimes, he usually infatuates 
«> them. When, therefore, we see them acx\tv^ vcv vo^Oc^ 
C » manner, as to facilitate their ofru tvivti, v«^ tcw| i^"^ 
, .sctiMbly conclude they - »et judk\iNL7 Vai«o;k^\«*^- 

n 
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Dot fear either men or devils. But i 
we will not do this, we may reasonably 
expect, that we shall share the judg 
meats which are now inflicting upoi 
the pe ople of Europe. 

We will close this department b^ 
applying the following words of Ghrisi 
to the people of Christendom : ^^ If . 
had not come^ they had not had sin, bu 
now th*y have no cloak for their sinj 
St John's Gospel, chap. 10, verse S& 

" Ah \ why has man the power to tortdre man I 
Whj, in this land of liberty, should slaves 
Be bought and sold, and fed, and chain*d like brutes 
My very heart weeps blood, when I behold 
Columbia's free -bora sons exact the sweat 
Of wretched Africans, whose only crime 
Are sable skins, and hair unlike our own. 
Sure God will visit such a cruel race — 
Such hypocrites! and with just recompense : 
But why does heaven permit thoee foei~^ man 
To starve old age, and torture innocence ? 
O death, when wilt thoacome wkh heavenly smites, 
And snatch me from a world of guilt and woe ! 
What mean these doubts i sure God will recompens 
The wretched, harmless slave, in paradise. 
Where the oppressor never dare appear. 

•< li this truth doubtful ? Ii outshines theaun ; 
Nay, the sun shines not, but to shew us this. 
The single lesson of mankind on earth. 
And yet— Yet what ? If o news ! Mankind is mad I 
Sach mighty nwabew list a . ainst the right 
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They talk fhcmseWetto something lake ht\M, 
That all earth's joys are theirs : as Athen's foot 
Grinn'd from the port, on ev'ry sail his own. 
. They grin; but wherefore? And how long the laugh.' 
Half ignorande, their reirch ; and half a lie : 
To cheat the world, and chest themselves, they smile 
Hard either task ? The most abandoned own, 
That others, if abandoa'd> are undone : 
Then, for thembelves. the moment reason wakes 
(And providence denies it long repose) 
O how laborious is their gaiety ! 
They scarce can swallow their ebullient spleen. 
Scarce muster patience to support the farce. 
And pump sad laughter, till the curtain falls: 
Scarce, did 1 say ? Some cannot sit it out : 
Oft their own daring hands the curtain draw, 
And shew us what their joy, by their despair. 

The clotted hair ' gor'd breast ! blaspheming eye i 
Its impious fury still alive in death !— - 
Shut, shut the shocking scene.— But heav'n denies 
A cover to such guilt ; and so should man. 
Look round, O reader ! See the reeking blade, 
Th' invenom'd phial, and rhe fatal ball ; 
The strangling cord, and suiTocating stream ! 
The loathsome rottenness, and foul decays 
From raging riot (slower suicides!) 
And pride in these more execrable stilP—- 
How horrid all to thought ! — But horrors, these, 
That vouch the truth , and aid my feeble song. 

From vice, sense, fancy, no man can be blest . 
Bliss is too great to lodge within an hour *. 
When an immortal being aims at bliss. 
Duration is essential ^o lAe.ntme. 
O for a joy from reason ! joy from that, 
"Which makes man, man: andexercis'd aright. 
Will make him more : a bounteous joy ! that gives 
And promises ; that weaver, vfixYi arv ^vivt^t 
The richest prospeet into pteseTU. pe^^t - 
A Joy Mntbitious ; joy in common VwtX^ 
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Wiih thrones ethereal, and their greater far : 
A joy high privileg'd from chance, time, death ! 
A joy, which death should double ! jodgment crow^ ; 
Crown'd higher, and still higher, at each stage* 
Thro* blest eternity's long day ; yet still, 
-<Not more remote from sorrow, than from him, 
IVhose lavish hand, whose leve stupendous, pours 
So much of deity on guilty dust. 
There. O ray i ommy ' may I meet thoe there. 
Where not thy presence can improve my bliss! 

Affects not this the sages of the world ? 
Can nought affect them, but what fools them too ? 
Eiemity depending on an hour* 
Makes serious tho't man's wisdom, joy, asd praise. 
Nor need vou blush (tho* somenmcb your design 
May shun the light) at your designs on heaven t 
Sole point ! where over-bashful is your blame. 
Are you not wise ? You know you are Yet hear 
One truth, amid your nuiy'rous schemes, mislaid. 
Or over4ook'd, or thrown aside, if seen « 
** Our schemes to plan by this world, or the next, 
"* Is the sole difference between wise and fool." 
All worthy men will weigh yon in this scale. 
"What wonder, then, if they pronounce you light? 
Is their esteem alone not worth your care ? 
Accept ray simple scheme of common sense [own. 
Thus, save your fame, and make two worlds your 
The world replies not *->but the world persists; 
And puts the cause off to the longest day* 
Planning evasions for the day of doom. 
So far. at that re-hearing, from redress. 
They then turn witness against themselves. 
Hear that. O reader! nor be wise to-morrow. 
Haste, haste ! a man, by nature, is in haste ; 
]l?or who shall answer for another hour ? 
'Tis highly prudent, to make one sure friend ; 
And that thou cat.st not do, this side the skies. 
. Ye sons of eaurth ! (nor willing to be more !) [free. 
Since verse you tlunk from priest-craft somev^l^at 
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Thufain an age lo giy, the muse plain truths 
(Traths, which at church you might have heaid in 
Has yentur^d into light : weH-pleas*d the yerse [prose) 
Should be forgot, if you the truths retain ; 
And crown her with your welfare, not your praise;. 
Bat praise she need not fear : I see my fate s 
A^d headlong leap, like Curtiqs, down the gulf. 
Since many an ample volume, mighty tome. 
Must die; and die unwept ; O thou minute» 
Devoted page ! go forth among thy foes ; 
€ro. nobly proud of martyrdom for truth, 
And die a double death : Mankind incens'd. 
Denies thee long to live: Nor shalt thou rest, 
When thou art dead : in Stygian shades arraigned 
By Uncifer, as traitor to his throne ; 
And bold blasphemer of his friend,-^the world ; 
The world, whose legions cost htm slender pay. 
And volanteers around his banner swarm ; 
Prudent, as Pmssia, in her zeal for Gaul. 

" Are all, then, fools?" the reader cries.— Yes, ally 
B^t such as hold thia doctrine (new to thee ;) 
•« The mother of true wisdom is the will ;•• 
The noblest intellect, a fool without it. 
World-wisdom much has done, and more may de. 
In arts and sciences, in wars and peace ; 
Bat art and science, like thy wealth, will leave thee, 
And make thee twice a beggar at thy death, 
"nus is xYm most indulgence can afford ^— 
** Thy wisdom all can do, but — ^raake thee wise.^' 
Nor think this censmre is severe on thee ; 
8«tia» thy matter, I dare call a dunce." 
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DEPABTMBNT H. 

The infaute and impartial goodnt99<f God, in the creation 
and preeer^ation qftbe buttOm family, bri^y displayed. 

IS the antecedent department we 
have in the most brief manner^ pointed 
out a few of the nations of antiquity^ 
who rebelled against the laws, and in- 
fringed the rights of God ; and who be- 
came the victims of their own degene- 
racy and ingratitude. To particular- 
ize what could be said on this lamenta- 
ble topic^ would be to swell our work 
to many volumes ; but our limits will 
not permit us to enlarge, as we must 
leave room for more interesting matter. 
The subject of the present department 
is of the most important nature, in which 
every rational being is interested. In- 
deed, the infinite goodness of God 
manifested in the creation, is so great 
and glorious, that I scarcely know how 
to begin to paint any part of it in its na- 
tive colours. Wherever I cast my in- 
^rlJcctual cycsn T see the havmouvesk aivd 
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beauties of nature. 1 am alvrays de- 
sultory and precipitate in my compo- 
sition, and never tranBcribe, but must 
necessarily be so berCf as the beauties 
and benefits of oatore are so dirersified 
and abundant, that it would take a fo- 
lio volume to ^ve a methodical descrip- 
tion of the most diminutive part thereof. 
I shall be plain and simple in my 
phraseology, as I conceive the present 
subject does not require the flowers of 
rhetoric, or the embellisbments of fancy, 
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lutlly, if one ODgratefal sinner is led to 
forego his base erime^ and to admire^ 
to love and ser^ his GK)d, my object 
is ffained, I am abundantly rewarded. 

1 feel the most eogent desire to re-* 
fate the objections raised by philoso-r 
phical unbelievers against Providence, 
to accomplish which requires systema- 
tical disquisition ; the want of which, 
therefore, will no doubt manifest the 
insufficiency of the author. Was my 
power equal to my will^ there should 
not be a soliti^ry individual under the 
broad canopy of heaven, who would not 
be constrained by the most indubitable 
testimony, and reasonable argumenta- 
tion, to admire and love his Creator. 1 
would point them to that happy state 
of being, in reservation for all who love 
and fear God ; and would give them a 
glimpse of future glory, through the 
dark clouds of this wretched life. The 
magnificence of nature it is impossible 
for man to know, much less express : 
bow can a worm so feeble as man,; in- 
tellectaally embrace the beauties, the 
be^eits, and the wondeia of iMiitnse? 
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The earth alone is covered over with 
animals^ vegetables^ and minerals^ 
which it is oat of the reach of all man- 
kind united to scrutinize; how vain 
then is it^ for our proprietors of muse- 
ums and academies, to say^ That they 
are the great repositories of all the arts 
and sciences^ and even the Book of 
Nature ! There are harmonies and beau- 
ties in nature^ which no man or nation 
will ever be able to develope. Let 
others shew their knowledge, by 
pointing out the scientific properties of 
fire, air^ meteors^ thunder^ volcanoes 
and fossils ; and shew their wisdom^ by 
(heir metaphysical researches : I will 
think myself useful to my fellow crea- 
tures^ if I am enabled to convince them 
of their ignprance. Our illumination 
consists in our humility^ as our force 
consists in the sense of our weakness^ 
Those who are fools in their own esti- 
mation, will most assuredly be illumi- 
nated with a ray from heaven. That 
man who feels a deep sense of his own 
infirmities^ and a grateful ^cii^vVaV^ ^ 
ibe divine ikvoars^ wi\\ bww ^iJSSl^^ 
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darkQess. The astronamer^ who points 
oat with the utmost accnracy the mo- 
tionsy periods^ and velocity of the hea- 
veBly bodies ; the opposite foirees of the 
planets, called the cefitripetal and ceu- 
trifugaly the one tending to, the other 
flying from the centre ; yet with all his 
boasted learning, he may live and die 
iA intellectnal darkness. He may see 
the order, harmony, beauties and bene- 
JBts of creation, without venerating and 
adoring the Almighty Anther of all 
those beauties and benefits. He views 
the seasons walking hand in band, 
pouring out their abundance* which he 
participates with unthankfnlness.. Alas! 
blessings have be«n poured upon us in 
fi(uper-abnndance, but our abuse of them 
has rendered them the most formidable 
curses ; hence we impeach Providence 
with the consequences of our owq de- 
linquency and ingratitude. 

6od has granted to man the know* 
ledge of a supreme Intelligence^ in or- 
der to win him to his own happiness ; 
hut man from this simple sentiment, 
JfM manuftLctured a thousand reW^o^w^^ 
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as iDhuman as tbe priests by whom 
tbey are administered^ wbo are conUn. 
ually learning every art but the art of 
being happy. The earth «very where 
produces abundance for man, while 
thoughtless^ thankless man, every where 
waters that same earth with the tears 
and blood of man, unhappy man ! It is 
not nature, but man that is to be im- 
peached with the miseries and ills of 
life. O that I could convince the un- 
fortunate man, who< sickens at the 
gloomy spectacle whioh tliis wicked 
world presents to his view, that his 
heavenly Father and his Friend is al- 
ways ready to alleviate his sorrows^ 
and that he only afflicts him to-day^ to 
reward him to-momiw. 

The rich and affluent think all are 
miserable who live out of the 'circum- 
ference of fashionable life; but they 
themselves are the most miserable, be- 
cause they counteract the laws of na- 
ture, and live iu opposition, and not in 
subordination to her diclales ; such per- 
sons have no relish but fot n^^ ^^o 
ViSbls^ ao sight but foT %\i^v«%^ "c^"^ 



pleasure bat in sensnaliiy ; while they 
have no relish for Gh>d, they are total 
strangers to trae pleasare, and their 
whole life is a miserable dream. They 
are in the midst of the superb works of 
Gody and yet admire only their own 
grandeur. They are continnally fed 
(like the swine feeding upon acorns, 
who never know nor care from whence 
they fall) by the liberal hand of the 
Creator, and yet they infringe his 
rights, and counteract his excellent 
laws. Surely the oppressor thus acts ; 
and the just re-action of Providence re- 
pays him in his own coin. With the 
same measure he metes, it. is measur- 
ed unto him again. The more men are 
oppressed, the more feeble and wretch- 
ed are their oppressors ; for they pro- 
duce misery^ and misery produces mur- 
ders, robberies, prostitution, rebellion 
and civil wars, which end in their ruin. 
This re-action of evil is observable 
in the governments of modern, as well 
as of ancient times. We see even in 
the present day, governments judicially 
iofktaatedf which with long aud ateady 
strides, AppjroAch the brink ot \wK\>ar.A 
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annihilation. They do not remembev 
that the cause miist be removed befon 
the effects will cease. The wDrld h 
filled with wretchedness and misery 
ii^hich are the offispring of cruelty anc 
oppression^ and not the produce of na 
tnre. Man, who is weak, man, wh< 
stands on the briuk of the grave, man 
\?ho is poor, who is nothing, has the te 
merity to impeach God with the fruit 
and effects of his own folly; to shew th< 
inconsistency of which, I will beg leavi 
to transcribe a few verses applicable U 
the present subject, from my tragica 
poem entitled " Avenia,^' first edition 

Eage S44 : In the second edition, the; 
ave been left out by the ingenious am 
respectable doctor, who revised anc 
corrected it. 



'" The hosts on high, 



With gazing saints, lean forward from the tky. 
From clouds all fring'd with gold, their bodies benti 
With eager eyes they view the sad event ; 
They view the hero's wrongs, the foe's delight. 
They view his wrongs, and loathe the hateful sight: 
Then veii their eyes refulgent to behold, 
With their white wings, all tipp'd with downy gold 
To whom, while blushing, from the chief they look) 
The Sire of men, the Sire of a,nge\% %^V^, 
Atvand his brows a brilliant c\oud vf^ft «^t«%d^ 
And Boodfi o£ glory roll'd abov% Yu&^«^* 
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Like mightj thunden , lo, his voice he rearMp 
Hosts dropp'd their hups, and worshipped M thef 

heard. 
With awe, they see the cheqtier'd Kghtnings pUf* 
And turn their eye-balls from the golden ray. 
Beneath his eye, the heav'ns, in full survey, 
I'he spacious earth, and vast creation lay. 
He darts his eye, his piercing eye profound. 
And looks majestically stem around ; 
And, with a single glance the God surveys 
The slaves, the ships, the navigable seas. 
Again the Sire of men his silence broke. 
All heav'n attentive, trembled as he spoke : 
' I'he stormy winds a solemn silence keep. 
The curling waves lie level on the deep ; 
All aether trembled, while high heav'n was aw'd. 
All nature reverenc'd the immortal God. 
His voice harmonious, thus Jehovah cries, 
While anger sparkled in his awful eyes.... 
■* Behold and blush, ye first-born of the skies 
Behold yon Christian hypocrites unjust, 
Full of rage, rapine, cruelty and lust : 
T' enslave my sons, they propagate their sway» 
Join fraud to force, and bear the spoil away. 
Who, smooth of tongue, in purpose insincere. 
Hide fraud in smiles, while death is harbour*d there 
From tender husbands, weeping brides they tear. 
They proffer peace, yet wage unnat'ral war : 
Whilst still they hope we'll wink at their deceit. 
And call their villanies the crimes of fate. 
Unjust mankind, whose will's created free. 
Charge all their guilt on absolute decree : 
To us they pray, to us their sins translate. 
And follies are miscall'd the crimes of faie. 
The Christian rulers in their ruin loin. 
And truth is scorn 'd by all the perjured line ! 
Their crimes transcend all crimes since Noah's flood. 
Their gmhyi glories soon shall set in blood. 
Thex sweur by heav*ii, then spiU tVieir btoxYitt'* ^o 
J'^o, view my creatures Weeding on tht aV\OTo -. 
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ShaU faeftv'ii be false, because revenge is slow ! 
No. ...we prepare to strike the fiercer blow : 
Sore is our justice. They shall feel their woe 
The- day shall come, that g^eat avenging day. 
When all their honours in the dust shaU lay ; 
Ourself shall pour dire judgments on their land, 
I'hus have we said, and what we say shall sund. 
Their cruelty for justice daily cries, 
And pulls reluctant vengeahce from the skies; 
Such hypocritic foes their toils shall know. 
And ev>y hand shall work its shaire of woe. 
How av'rice fires rheir minds, ye heav*n bom train, 
Behold our sacred gospel preach'd in vain ; 
Behold us disobey*d ; What dire alarms 
Inflame their soids to slaughter, blood, and arms. 
Their dreadful end will wing its fataJ way, 
Kor need their rage anticipate the day. 
Let him who tempts me (bread the dire abode. 
And know th' Almighty is a jealous God. 
Still they may charge on us their own offence. 
And call their woes the crimes of Providence : 
But they themselves their miseries create. 
They perish by their folly, not their fate." 

Most assuredly all the works of God 
bespeak his goodness^ as well as his 
power : who can look up to the golden 
skies above bim^ or the spslcious land- 
scapes around him, and dare to deny 
this assertion ? Who can view the trees, 
loaded with delicious fruit within the 
reach of man, and deny the providen- 
tial care and impartial bcM&R«w^ ^^ 
Jehovah ? In order lo \» ^QTcmK-^^ 
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of big infinite goodness^ we have only 
to retrospect our past lives^ and we will 
find, that goodness and mercy has fol- 
lowed us all our days ; and if we have 
been unhappy, it is because we have 
refused to walk in the path which leads 
to happiness, and which has been point- 
ed out to us by the finger of God. Even 
in this world, virtue carries her reward 
in her bosom : contempt of covetdusness 
insures repose, temperance secures 
health, benevolence produces the most 
exquisite of all earthly delights, infi- 
nitely superior to the libertine's^ or the 
ejbicure's most sanguine gratification. 
The first delight is divine, the last 
beastly and sensual; humility begets 
assurance of safety, and removes fear, 
for the man cannot fall far, who is 
at the bottom of a valley; gratitude 
produces confidence in 6od, and ^^ faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ ;'' and ^< faith 
builds a bridge across the gulf of 
death,'' over which the good man se- 
curely walks and fears no evil. Some 
will complain, that God has made an 
onfair distribution of his gifts; to the 



rieh he gives too much, to the poor too 
little. This I contend ia a wrong eon* 
elusion^ and an unjust insinuation : the 
poor man has a better chance for hap- 
piness here^ and glonr hereafter^ than 
the rich man ; which 1 think I will be 
able to demonstrate^ before I conclude 
Urn department It is well known that 
abundance cloys^ of riches^ women or 
wine, the three things men are most 
eager to obtain ; while mediocrity satis- 
fies the calls of nature. The shade of 
obscurity is safer than the sunshine of 
glory. The colours of a flower in my 
sequestered enclosure, are more pleas- 
ing to me, than the brilliant diamonds 
IB the diadem of Bonaparte, are to him. 
The assurance I have in the affection 
of my faithful fnend William Turton, 
at present a missionary to the Bahama 
Islands, gives me more real pleasure, 
than all the flatterers with their fulsome 
adulation, who surround the throne of 
the grand mogul, can ever give him. 
The confidence the poor honest man 
has in the confidence and virtue of his 
wife, is more satisfactory to him^ than the 
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-grand muguPs seraglio of 330 womeu 
is to him. The docility, beauty and 
swiftness of my horse, are far more gra- 
tifying to me, than the prancing and 
neighing of one thousand Arabian steeds^ 
which he has in his stables, are to him ! 
And I might go on to mention many 
other gratifications, which the medio- 
crity of my situation permits me to en- 
joy, and of which the wealthy are de- 
prived, because they are ungrateful to 
the Author of all their mercies. With 
my menial and corporeal gratifications 
I am contented, because I well know^ 
that they are given by the hand (if jus- 
tice took place without mercy) that 
should have long ago struck me to hell ! 
This consideration enhances every fa- 
vour, and sweetens every blessing. But 
if any child of misfortune should say, 
^^ Alas ! 1 am both destitute of mental 
and corporeal delight, both of the bless- 
ings of society and nature," to such I 
would say, the privations of this life 
frequently produce eternal glory in the 
next. When fawned upon by the world, 
we forget God j but when Tjetsecuted 
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by it, we flee to him for rest and refuge 
ilJUction is without doubt the pai-en 
of virtue. Ad humble Lazarus is hap- 

fier even in this world, than a proud 
lives : although the chilling hand of 
poverty, and the iron arm of despotism^ 
should follow the good man to the ve- 
ry margin of the grave, yet should he 
not for one moment, harbour a doubt 
of the impartiality of Jehovah, but trust 
in him to tlie last ; for most assuredly^ 
death will be the boundary of all his 
sorrows. Nothing will so soon soothe 
a soul to peace, as resignation to the 
will of God. 

Although it is a paradox, yet I will 
state it as a fact, that even the ills of 
nature are necessary to drive us to 6od. 
He employs this method, to cause ns to 
take refuge under the shadow of his 
wings^ as the hen calls her brood to 
shelter at the approach of a thunder- 
storm. He well knows the dangers to 
which we are exposed, and therefore 
uses every means, consistent with his 
ittributes and our free agency^ Us Vfin. 
»? lo our own happme.^^* li& Vst ^^ 



Teal eviU in soeiety ^ it iis both unr ea^ 
90Bable and UDgenerous, to impute tbem 
to nature : they are produced by man, 
(and not by God) wbo is centinuallj 
CouBteracting tbe gracious designs of 
bis Creator. But will be always patit 
ently endure tbis flagrant infringuent 
OB bis rights ? it is iippossible. We see 
hhn loading tbe most ungrateful rebels 
with blessings every day ; wbile those 
Yfho love and endeavour to please him^ 
lire b^et with ills^ and covered with 
misfortunes* But is this not a positive 
proof of a future state of rewards and 
punishments ? We see every day^ both 
nations and individuals, receiving from 
the liberal band of Body super-abundant 
blessings^ while they only disseminate 
the ills of life ; but a just re-action of 
those ills will sooner or later take place. 
I9 order to consolidate tbis assertion^ I 
need not point to ancient history^ mo- 
dem will su£|ee ; one positive proof is 
better than all the negative proofs in 
tbe world* I will pass by many in^ 
stances^ and only mention two^ which 
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are recent in the mind of every intelli- 
gent person ; I mean tbe total destruc 
tion of the slave-holders in 8t. Domin- 
go^ and the late nobility and royal 
family of France: the slave-holders 
of America, and the West-Indies, may 
see their future fate in their destruction. 
Notwithstanding the dreadful severity 
of their punishment, we see others walk- 
ing in their footsteps, who destroy the 
happiness of the many fw the ambi- 
tion and aggrandizement of the few. 
Bat an equitable re-action of divine 
justice is at hand ; the present unfortu- 
nate generation will one day give back 
to their cruel oppressors, with interest^ 
the miseries they now endure. 

The sea is teeming with fish, the land 
with vegetables and animals, and the 
air with birds^ for the use and accom- 
modation of the human family; but, 
alas ! the few by fraud, rob the many 
of their portiou of these blessings, till 
they are cloyed with super- abundance, 
and of course cannot enjoy what they 
possess ; while the poor swffet «l\!A ftSfc^ 
for want of tbe necessaries otY\fe. ^>xv^ 
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is far from being speculative reasoning 
tlie misfortune is^ these assertions are 
too true. There are millions of chil- 
dren now in Europe^ who would joy- 
fully and thankfully receive the food 
my dog refuses to eat ! who are literal- 
ly starved to death, in order to augment 
the enormous revenues of royal tyrants^ 
and right honourable villains ; while the 
verdant fields are crimsoned with the 
blood of their fathers^ while fighting to 
maintain the power and pride of their 
oppressors :. as for the population of 
Asia, it is still more wretched than that 
of Europe. Hear what a just and ja« 
dicious traveller relates on this subject. 
*^ Happy, thrice happy, would it 
have been for India, if it had never 
been visited by the commercial* ty- 
rants of Europe.'' To relate the many 
instances of rapine, desolation, and in- 
justice, which a lust of gain has in- 
duced them to commit, would require 
many volumes. Let the following ex- 

* Such commerce is not only popular and fashion- 
able, but counted laudable; but will God always wink 
at such villains I 
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tract suffice. ^^ Lord Cornwallis, in a 
letter dated 18tb September, 1789^ had 
the following remarkable words : < I can 
safely affirm, that one third of the com- 
pany's territory in Indostan, is now a 
jangle inhabited by wild beasts :' and 
Colonel Dow, a Scotch officer, who had 
been long in India, and who wrote the 
history of Indostan, thus describes the 
effect of their barbarity in that unhap- 
py country. * The civil wars, to which 
our violent desire of creating nabobs 
gave rise, were attended with tragical 
events. Bengal was depopulated by 
every species of public distress. In the 
space of six years, half the great cities 
of this opulent kingdom were rendered 
desolate ; the most fertile fields in the 
world laid waste ; and five millions of 
harmless and industrious people were 
either killed or destroyed. Want of 
foresight became more fatal than innate 
barbarism ; and men found themselves 
wading through blood ^nd ruin, when 
their only object was spoil,' This is 
the way the Christians preach the gos- 
pel to the Heathens V^ 





Thus we see bow the laws of natare 
Are inverted by thoser of man. God 
supplies our wants in a thousand dif. 
ferent ways, while man uses as many 
Ways to destroy our comforts; God 
commands even the forests to produce 
spontaneous fruits, for our inheritance ; 
the earth nourishing roots for our ali* 
ment, the sheep wool to clothe us, the 
cow milk to nourish us, the generous 
dog to defend us, the docile horse to 
carry us, and all the wild beasts of prey 
to either love or fear us ; in additioii 
to which he has crowned us with ca- 
pacious and comprehensive minds, and 
rendered us capable of participating the 
delight, peculiar to the first-born son» 
of glory. He gives us the wings of 
faith, to raise us to heaven ; he endues 
us with a subtile and sublime under- 
standing, by which we ascertain the 
magnitude and courses of the stars, th^ 
periodical revolutions of the planets^, as 
well as the annual and diurnal motion 
of the earth. And what is all this for? 
Most assuredly that we may learn from 
his kindness to us all, to be kind to onei 



>- 



6f 



another. Alas! no part of the brnte 
creation is so cruel as man ! always 
either the victim, or the tyrant of his 
fellow worms ; yet he alone, of all the 
creation, knows that God is great in 
goodness, and good in greatness, and 
that his justice governs the world ; and 
that beneficence is the happiness of vir- 
tue, and that virtue exalts man to hea- 
ven. O ! what exquisite delight it would 
be to me, could I convince the sons and 
daughters of misfortune, that they have 
a Father in heaven, who suffers them 
to be oppressed by man, in order to 
compel them to take refuge in the bo- 
som of God. We see men every where 
paying the homage due only to God, 
to their kings and priests; and as a juBt 
re-action, we see always those kings 
and priests oppressing them, both as a 
punishment for their idolatry, and to 
bring them back to God, who is delicate 
in love and cannot endure a divided 
heart; or, to use the language of Scrip- 
ture, " He is a jealous God,^' and will 
by no means wink at the sin of ingrati- 
tude« Oh ! that I could prevail upoa 
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the unhappy to forego the cause of 
their uahappineiss^ that the effects may 
cease; that they may lift suppliant 
handsy and eyes bathed with peniten- 
tial tears, to heaven ; that they might 
there find a solace for all their woes, a 
cordial for every fear, in the Friend 
and Father of the afflicted. Then in- 
deed, they would feel the happiness of 
virtue, and cease to complain against 
the laws of nature. Then they would 
despise the useless knowledge, attained 
with much labour and expense, in stu- 
dying vain sciences and vicious books. 
Of the millions of publications which 
are continually teeming from our press- 
es, how few do we find, exhibiting 
the excellency of the benefits of nature, 
and the deformity of man's ingratitude! 
Where do we find an author, whose 
primary solicitude is to search after 
truth, in order to promote the happi- 
ness of man, and the glory of God ? and 
yet the most futile and frivolous books, 
if sanctioned by a great name, will be 
patronized by the public, [t is too of- 
ten the case^ that the name^ and not 
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merits gives currency to a publication. 
If a master of arts^ a doctor of divinity, 
or a right reverend worm of the earth 
is the author of it, it is read (though 
full of errors) with avidity, while the 
book of nature is neglected. Hence so 
many absurd, nay, deleterious opinions, 
in every branch of scientific research, 
and political disquisition, have been im- 
posed upon the public, under the sanc- 
tion of great names ; yet, read many of 
their works, and you will find few sen- 
timents suggested for the relief of the 
miserable, and little solicitude manifest- 
ed for the honor and glory of God. 

Thus mankind are deluded into er- 
ror, by the infiuence of pride ; and un- 
der the power of prejudice, seeking truth 
where it is not to be found. Even the 
most obvious truths vanish from our 
view, because we slight the book of 
God, and pay the most servile and 
sycophantic deference to the books of 
proud, ambitious, interested men : and 
this is the primary cause, so many 
millions of rich, as well as poor men, 
are continually scrutinizing illusions of 
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liappinees^ in a land of shadows; while 
the sovereign beauty^ the beneficent 
Creator and his works^ (from the grate- 
ful investigation of which true happi- 
ness may be found) are totally neglect- 
ed. I would beg leave to observe, that 
it is not an antipathy to any individual 
anthor, much less the experience of the 
want of public patronage which has 
dictated the antecedent animadversions. 
Considering myself a novice at compo- 
sition, a cypher in the commonwealth 
of literature, an atom of creation, a 
worm of the dust, which soon must be 
the food of worms iu the silent grave, 
1 must say with the most sincere grati- 
tude, that the public patronage 1 have 
received as an author, has exceeded my 
most sanguine expectationst and I may 
add, private marks of approbation from 
the first men in the United States, The 
j^ublic bounty has raised me from a 
«tate of dependence, to a state of inde- 
pendence; I can now literally sit under 
my own vine and pear tree, none dar- 
ing to make me afraid. 1 have one 
desire, and that is to please God, by 
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endeavonriog to alleviate the miaeriea 
or bia creatures. The censure of king- 
ridden and priest-ridden people, I cal- 
culate upon : they are their own great- 
est enemies ; how then can I expect 
them to be my friends? My happiness 
or unbappiaess, does not consist in tbe 
praise or dispraise of dying man, but 
in tbe approbation of the living God, 
who has spread a table fur me, in the 
presence of mine enemies. His preecnctt 
makes my sequestered enclosure a pa. 
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a moment think he will forget me ? it 
is impossible. 

The chief evils of society, I am per- 
suaded, arise from the wrong associa- 
tion of ideas among the rich, who are 
imitated by the poor ; the rich are eon* 
tinually seeking novelties to procure' 
them pleasure, and in so doing, render 
themselves miserable ; and the poor are 
often equally miserable, for the want 
of those novelties, because they suppose, 
very improperly, that they in reality 
are productive of pleasure. Were it 
not for this, what pleased the poor man 
yesterday, would likewise please him 
to-day ; what was sufficient for his sim^ 
pie maintenance, would always appear 
good and desirable. Did the poor know 
the painful disquietude of the rich, they 
would no doubt be contented, and of 
course happy. In what are called col- 
leges, and other seminaries of learning^ 
the foundation of the misery of thou- 
sands .is laid"; the sentiments inculcated 
in such places, are in opposition, and 
not in subordination to the gospel, the 
same as ambition is to humility. The 
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philosopbieal clergyman himself^ with 
all bis boasted wisdom is carried away 
from the central point of bliss ^ the 
same pride, the same impulse. To no 
purpose does he baninguef or sermonize 
on the fluctuation of all things, and on 
the excelledcy of moral rectitude, while 
his induct is at variance with his elo. 
queuce. His supercilious physiognomy, 
his powdered hair, the gold ring on bis 
finger, his sacerdotal robes of silk and 
cambrick, demonstrate that he iafrin^s 
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of the gifts of fortune ; when a senti* 
nient of the Deity is excluded from the 
ho.irt of man, misery takes possession 
of it; he sinks into despair, and often 
closes the scene by suicide ! And is not 
his dreadful end a just re-action of 
Providence? without any manner of 
doubt. When the inconceivable bene- 
factions of Jehovah, with which this 
man was crowned^ his wealth, his ser- 
vanto^ bis horses and his hounds, his 
health of body, his vigour of mind, the 
knowledge he had of his obligations to 
God, who by his di^iine Spirit was con- 
tinually entreating him, to learn from 
the divine kindness to him, to be also 
kind to the miserable — 1 say, when 
these mercies arc contrasted with his 
ingratitude to God, and cruelty to his 
fellow- men, we cannot wonder at his 
unhappy end. He is the author of his 
owii misery, and God remaius impar- 
tial, just aud good. 

I know a man who professes much 
religion, and belongs to a very religi- 
ous society, who is worth at least 
150^000 dollars, and in the decline of 
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life; yet I would sooner entreat the 
vilest sinner in behalf of the poor^ than 
this man ; he can behold misery at his 
very door^ without shedding a tear, of 
giving a cent. This man has got but 
one child, a young lad, who has re- 
ceived a jBnished education, as it is 
called, and is brought up in all the 
gaiety of fashionable life. Was this 
abundant wealth appropriated to bene- 
volent purposes, and only an annuity 
ef 500 dollars per annum, reserved for 
the maintenance of the son, how much 

food might be done with the overplus ! 
t would be a comfort to the father in 
his dying moments, to reflect that he 
provided plentifully for his child, and 
at the same time remembered God, his 
poor, and the prosperity of Zion ; but 
the. best of all, this superfluous wealth 
would not (which without a miracle it 
will) be the means to convey the wretpK^ 
ed son to the prison of eternal death. 
Now if this man meets a just re-action 
of Providence, surely it is his own fault: 
God is not impeachable for his delin- 
quency^ or the punishment of it. I 
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could point out many characters^ of a 
similar cast^ but alas! it will answer 
no purpose. As well might I attempt 
to prevail upon a hungry lion to reliri?' 
quish his mangled prey, as to induce 
them to distribute their superfluous 
wealth. * 

Ah ! paradise is even on earth, for 
the delight of such wealthy men, to 
wbom God has given the power of do* 
ing much good, if they would but im- 
prove the blessed opportunity, as they 
will most assuredly wish they had 
done when they find sickness seize^ 
medicine fail, and the icy arms of* 
death encircling them. I must con- 
fess, that the parsimonious and tyran- 
nical conduct of some distinguished 

• I know an eloquent preacher belonging; to a very 
religious society, an excellent man in many respects. 
*who possesses a handsome paternal fortune and many 
t^tuands of dollars beside . yer there is not a preach- 
er belonging to his professional denomination, more 
penurious than he, although a majority of them are 
very poor : This man is a bachelor, and has no fami- 
ly, and no relation, but a ver\ rich brother. Surely 
hia keeping the eyes of the blind, and the feet of the 
lame locked up in his coffers is a stumbling-block to . 
his hearers! A hint to the wise I hope will suffice. 
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professors of religion^ has been a stum<- 
bliog block to me. I associated with 
them^ with a view of putting myself 
under the protection of virtue, because 
I found the word religion continually 
in their mouths ; but because I would 
not be a dependent partizan^ I was ca- 
lumniated : however, their oppression 
and calumny has cured me of my 
bigotry, and sectarian predilections; 
their disorders, of which I have been 
the victim, have inspired me. with the 
love of order ; and their defects have 
taught me to take my eyes from man^ 
and to look only to God for relief, for 
rest, for refuge. But I yet love and 
forgive them from my heart, because I 
also have had much forgiven ; and only 
lament, that the arbitral^ few, in either 
church or state, should have the power 
to oppress and persecute, the compara<- 
tively innocent many. Here I intend 
my animadversions relative to them 
fihall cease ; and 1 hope they .will not 
be considered acrimonious, when my 
sufferings, privations, and losses^ are 
remembered with my services. 
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It is no part of my plan to give even 
a fragment of natural history in this 
department of my work ; but merely to 
endeavour, by tbe most reasonable 
means, to eradicate from tbe minds of 
tbe miserable, tbeir doubts of the good- 
ness of Jehovah. In order to accom- 
plish my object, the truth must be exhi- 1 
bited ; not as it is to be found among ; 
interested sects and parties, and merce- . 
nary preachers and politicians, but as 
it is in the book of nature, virhich no 
ignorant transcriber can deface, nor 
bigoted translator can gainsay. Indeed 
we too often find, in the works of clas- 
sical and clerical authors, nothing but 
wrong premises, wrong conclusions^ j 
and wrong association of ideas, with a 
super-abundant transcription of latin 
and Greek quotations, which not one in 
a thousand can understand ; and only 
shews the reader's ignorance, and tbe 
author's learning : in addition to which^ 
sach pedants add a string of titles to 
their names, by telling the world that 
they are A. M. Masters of Arts, D. D. 
Doctors of Divinity, M. D. Doctors of 
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Medicine, &:c. &c. If this is not vani- 
ty, I must confesB; I do not understand 
the etymology of the word. 

There ore many works by which I 
cnuld gain more praise and profit than 
this ; namely, such as would be grati- 
fying to the pride of men " clothed 
with a little brief authority :" such as 
would flatter the wealthy booby with a 
cringing servility ; such as would sup- 
port error in i(s destructive career : fi- 
nally, such as would £;ratiry the vitiated 
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fellow worms, from the centre to the cir- 
cumference of the earth, and while the 
social and sympathetic tear stole from 
my own eye, I would wipe the tears of 
despair from theirs : I would endeavour 
to remove their doubts, by answering 
their doubtful interrogations; and, with 
the most anxious solicitude, I would en- 
treat them, to ^Mook through nature up 
to nature's God,'' for unadulterated 
truth ; and to take their eyes and hearts 
from the world, where truth is discard- 
ed, and interest is the order of the day^ 
both among politicians and ecclesias- 
tics ; where almost every sect endeavour 
to appropriate the promises and pre- 
sence of God to their individual 
churches, to the exclusion of the rest 
of mankind. Little do they think, that 
the temple of Jehovah is the universe; 
bis lamp the sun ; his soundin>^.board, 
the firmament ; his organ, the melo* 
dious voices of his saints, who love 
biih ; his altar, the most humble heart ; 
and the high priest, the everlasting Fa- 
ther and Prince of Peace ; who does 
not offer the blood of bulls and goata^ 
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as an atonement for the sins of the 
people, as the Jewish high priest did, 
but he offers his own blood, the richest 
that ever flowed, as an expiatory sacri». 
fice for the sins of ail mankind ! Unlesd 
the truth shall make us free, we never 
^^ shall be free indeed." We were 
placed upon this earth to know, to love, 
and to obey the truth, to be grateful to 
£(od^ and affectionate to man ; for it is 
a fundamental law of nature, (bear it 
ye cruel, unfeeling rich men, and trem. 
ble at your approaching doom!) that 
the cruelty of man to bis fellow-man, 
shall recoil upon himself; thatnoindi* 
vidual villain, or government of them^ 
shall ever fiud their happiness in the 
misery of others. This one simple 
truth, undermines the false hopes of 
millions of the great, the rich, the 
mighty and honourable of mankind. 
This sentiment will be grating to the 
feelings of many, who will no doubt 
hate me, because I tell them the truth. 
' I am most earnestly desirous to do goocj 
to mankind; I must, therefore, calculate 
upon calumny and abuse from them : 
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but abuse or applause are synonimous 
terms with me^ as I endeavour to write 
8o as to merit the approbation^ not of 
man but God. 

I know a man not far from where I 
now sit, who has enriched himself from 
the substance of the poor : but is he 
happy ? No : happiness is as far from 
him as the east is irom the west. Ex- 
amine those rich men who appear most 
happy, and you will find that they 
have purchased their ideal felicity at 
a very dear rate ; they have sacrificed 
public respectability, domestic felicity^ 
peace of conscience, tranquillity of mind^ 
and all for what ? for the sake of accu- 
mulating superfluous wealth : yet at the 
close of life, they see nothing but false 
friends and relations aro^fld them, long- 
ing for their death, that tbey may in- 
herit their ill gotten gain. 

Ah ! if from the lonesome garret 
where I am now writing, at midnight ! 
for the relief of the miserable, I could 
make my voice to be heard, and could 
communicate to them my thoughts, I ' 
^"v^uld imprint upon their hearts this 
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consolatory truth, That time is but the 
prelude to eternity ; that this life is on- 
ly a state of probation. I would there- 
fore entreat them to support themselves 
in this state of probation, than they may 
participate the happiness of virtue ; I 
would calm their sorrows, by elevating 
their minds towards infinity, that they 
might support the miseries of a mo. 
ment; for God never did, never will, 
and never can, abandon innocence and 
virtue. None of the ills that terrify 
and torment mankind, can ever destroy 
the peace of those who love and fear 
God ; they are all eye to admire hh^ 
garden of nature ; all ear to listen to 
his still small voice, which is always 
calling them to their own happiness ; 
all gratitude to acknowledge the bene- 
dictions of a kind providence. In or- 
der to induce them to receive afflictions 
from the hand of God as blessings in 
disguise, and to love him beneath his 
frown, as well as beneath his smile^ 
(seeing it is all intended for their 
good) I would ^ive them a sketch of 
my simple experience ; as facts ore al- 

g2 
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ways more convincing than speculative 
reasonings. Calamity has, therefore, 
been a great blessing to me ; because^ 
by it I have been stimulated to look 
from false man, to the true God ; to be 
instructed in the truth. I have learned 
by my own miseries, always to pity\ 
and relieve the miserable, and to look 
forward to death as a pleasing sleep, 
which will end them all. 1 sousht truth 
with singleness of heart, and 1 did not 
seek it in vain ; and I have learned, that 
in order to preserve it pure, it must be 
deposited in a pure heart ; for when the 
eye is evil, the light within us is turned 
to darkness. Kvery good man finds an 
unerring guide, and a faithful monitor 
in his heart, while it is single and full 
of gratitude ; he feels and finds Deity 
in his soul, both in power, intelligence 
and goodness; he, therefore, has nothing 
to do, but love, adore and trust him, 
without any disputation. This is the 
simple truth, which always was and 
always will be invalidated, by t!ie mil- 
, lionft who live in the opposite error. 
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^Embrace theu, cordially embrace trutb, 

ye children of calamity ! with grate- 
ful honest hearts^ and ye shall find rest 
to your souls : and enjoy that heavenly 
peace^ which the children of error are 
totally unacquainted with. 

• The only place of safety for even the 
virtuous^ is the vale of humility : man 
was made for humility, and humility 
was made for man. The real humble 
man is instructed in the truths by the 
immediate inspiration of the spirit of 
truth ; not by words which arc soon 
forgotten^ but by an instantaneous com- 
munication of itself. Although I shall 
be laughed at by the literati, for what 
they will in their wisdom be pleased 
to call my foolish rhapsody, yet I will 
tell those who are fools in their own 
estimation, some of the simple lessons 

1 have learned, by an immediate com- 
munication of the divine spirit of truth. 
About four years ago while wrapped up 
in a cloud of grief, and ready to sink 
into despair under the ponderous weight 
of my calamity, I happened to see a 
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spider* entangling, to destroy a dtrug. 
gUng fly ; I had compassion on the in- 
sect, and with a small stick drove the 
spider away^ and disentangled the fly, 
which exnltingly adjusted its wings^ 
and flew away. Immediately this spon- 
taneous thought struck my mind, viz. 
Have you, a miserable child of corrup- 
tion, bad compassion upon, and deliv- 
ered the helpless fly from the snares of 
its enemy, and will not God deliver 
you from the snares of the devil, and 
from your present difllculties ? I imme- 
diately answered the interrogation, (and 
tranquility sprung up in my soul) with 
the words. Most assuredly he will. 

I could mention a number of such 
anecdotes, but the above will suffice to 
shew, that from the most insignificant 
instances in life, we may gain the most 

* The supercilious pedagogue will view these sim- 
pH incidents no doubt with sovereign contempt. Lit- 
tle does he think, that God accomplishes the greareft 
tndfi hj the most simple means, that no flesh might 
boast in his sight. And little does he think that he 
xhuit become a fool, before he can be wise unto sal* 
vation« and that God confounds the sons of vanity. 
!^y the fooliah things of this world. • 
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important manifestations of trutb^.and 
tbe greatest consolation. Of all the 
auxiliaries of hell^ none are more de- 
structive to humanity^ than unbelief; 
bow blessed therefore is tbe means^ 
however simple, wbicb delivers us from 
its inflnence ; and no way can man more 
effectually dishonour God, than by 
countenancing error, and rejecting tbe 
truth. Hence I am so earnestly endea- 
vouring, to eradicate from the minds of 
the miserable, the barrier wbicb pre- 
cludes them from participating tbe most 
pleasurable gratification; I mean the 
false apprehensions they have of God, 
and the works of creation. ^ 

I can but lament my inability to do 
justice to this subject. However, God, 
who frequently confounds the wisdom 
of the wise men of this world, by the 
most simple argumentation of those v/ho 
are fools in their own esteem, perhaps 
will bless my weak endeavours for bis 
gloiy, and the relief of the miserable. 

If my capacity and limits would al- 
low it, gladly would I point out the 
harmony, beauty and beneficence of 



9» 

nature, and answer the objeetioi 
unbelieversy pn what they call the 
Qrdera of this terraqueous globe in 
eral, and the animal and vegetable 
ation in particular, as well as 
calamities of the human race ; the 
of which, I think I have satisfact 
proved, to be imputable to man him 
and not to God : natural evils are 
assuredly blessings in disguise; 
labour, hunger, pain, sickness 
death. Without labour there is no t 
ing to rest, as without a battle, \ 
can be no victory; without hungei 
cannot enjoy food ; hence the rest 
food of the honest poor man, hew 
homely, are incomparably more s 
than those of the rich lazy glut 
without sickness, we would not ap 
ciate the great blessings of health ; 
without the midwife J)eath, we n 
would be delivered from the worn 
time, nor see the golden light of i 
nity. This life is but the dawniu 
our existence ; a mere prelude to a i 
hi^ppy state : that is, if we bear 
jpAtienee the probationary aixd ««An 



ifU of this life, and aabmii witli grait< 
tude to the will of our gracious God. 
In order to do this, Ve »boalU accus- 
tom ourselves to view our light afflic- 
tions, which Rre only for a momeDt, in 
a less hideous light: the same as a sick 
n^n views the most salutary, though 
nauseous medicine, which is calculated 
to cure all his disorders. Were we 
always to view the miseries of others, 
and not forget the blessings we enjoy, 
we would be grateful to God for our 
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the happy tendency to eradicate 
doabts of the desperate child of i 
ry. Unbelief works in secret, j 

and graeioutt long-mfferingt and abundant in go 
He condescends to assure you with an oath, x\ 
has no pleasure in the death of him that diei 
cncourageS) he threatens, he promises, he r 
strates, he laments, he woos his wretched ere 
as if his own unchanging happiness depenij 
theirs. He leaves the door of mercy open ; hi 
them space to repent, he does not take them I 
prise. Return — O yet return to the Father of : 
my poor deluded relatives. ^ Whom have ye fon 
What have ye been ih. pursuit uf? Whose o 
liave ye put yourselves under ? You have forsak 
fountain of your happiness. You have pursue 
own ruin. You have given yourself up to th« gu 
of the enemy of souls. But it is not, even no^ 
late to retrieve all ; all may yet be well, if y< 
yet be wise. 

*■ Can you shut your ears, and steel your 
against all that is tender ? Are you determin 
your own ruin ? Shall the blessed message froi 
ven prove your death, which was intended to b 
life ? If you will not listen to the ttilUmaii voice, 
now speaks to you from the mercv-seat, the tir 
quickly cc»me. when your ears, if they were ol 
will be pierced by the thunder of that voice whi 
terrify this great world, from the throne of 
xnent. Think, O hardened offender, think, tl; 
will quickly come, when, as sure as thou now i 
this awful warning, thou shalt hear ( — it would 
wisdom to think thou now hearest — ) the so 
that trumpet, which will startle the silent dus 
break the si urn bers, which were begun bcfc 
general flood." 
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upon the soul^ and often ends in self- 
murder ; and all for the want of listen- 
iDg to the voice of truth. 

O that 1 could prevail upon my poor 
unhappy fellow worms, to think upon 
Ihe happiness of eternity, that they might 
be enabled to endure the miseries of a 
moment ! For farther argument to ac- 
complish this desirable end, 1 would 
refer the reader to the second edition of 
my " Beauties of Philanthropy.'^ I will 
take the liberty to close this depart- 
ment, with a quotation from that work, 
page 1744, it reads thus : 

*^The great and gracious Creator 
made man, with the view of bestowing 
upon him the plenitude of his liberality, 
and exalting him to the highest possible 
state of beatitude : and any man with 
two grains of common sense, will at 
once see, that God could not thus exalt 
and happify man as a machine, without 
liberty or will. Liberty is a necessary 
consequence of our reasonable nature. 
God certainly must have given activi- 
ty, as well as being : an activity differ- 
ent from his^ as wiAV «^^ ^ ^vi^^NAs^^^ 

u 
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distinct from his : without tbis^ we conld 
not possibly be susceptible of the plea- 
surable gratification, peculiar to the first 
bom sons of glory. The fact is, God 
could not possibly give us intelligence, 
without giving us liberty : an extensive 
mind, and a freedom of will are inse- 
parably connected; destroy the one, and 
the other ceases ; nor can it in the na- 
ture of thinss any longer exist. It is 
equally evident, that Grod could not 
without infringing our liberty, have 
hindered us, per force from abusing it* 
He exhibits truth before our intellec- 
tual eyes, in so clear and transcendent 
a manner, that none but the wilfully 
blind can possibly mistake it. He dis- 
plays his sovereign beauty and attrac- 
tive cliarms, so that none but the 
ungenerous can help admiring them^ 
He exhibits the infinitude of his divine 
philanthropy, to the indiscriminate view 
of saint and sinner, sage and savage, 
reverend-men, and lay-men; so that 
none hut the most ungrateful can help 
seeing, feeling, and adoring the same* 
Finally, he manifests to his rational 



cKatareSy that he is tbeir Ood^ their 
^.tther^ their Benefactor; nearer to 
them by the ties of nature^ dearer to 
them by the ties of grace^ and should 
1^ more precious to them by the ties of 
gratilude, than any other being what, 
even This he can do, without infring- 
ing our liberty or acting incompatibly 
with his own divine attributes ; and I 
will add, this he does do, and has 
done : but alas ! the purest light will 
not enlighten thosp, who will not see^ 
Bor the most powi'.rful reasoning con- 
irince those, who will not listen to rea* 
son. The most superlative beauty, we 
may look upon with disgust ; and in 
like manner, from the sacred splen- 
dours of everlasting and unchangeable 
troth, we may turn our eyes. If it 
should be asked, why has God created 
fallible beings 1^ I answer, because he 
has made them finite intelligencies. To 
Biake them infallible, is to make tbem 
gods, as perfect as himself; which is a 
thingimpossible. 

^^ Well, but could not the Almighty 
employ his divine wisdom^ power and 



goodness to force hiis intelligent creatures 
to relisb, to admire, to obey, to love the 
truth? I answer in the negative. Though 
God does, and can eternally do what 
he pleases in the armies of heaven, and 
throughout his vast creation, yet he 
cannot, with any degree of consistency^ 
use his absolute power to destroy the 
free nature of intelligent beings, in or- 
der to make them happy. It would be 
the same, as a tender father who has 
a^ery tender child, who refuses to take 
any nourishment; but the father, in 
order to save his child's life, forces 
him to take food, by previously lulling 
his senses with laudanum ; the son of 
course does not act from choice but 
from necessity. Thus, God could com- 
pel his creatures to obey him from ne- 
cessity, but not from choice ; of course^ 
they would not love : and pure love is 
what our God demands, and it is the 
only worship worthy of him. I would 
not be understood, that God requires 
our love because it is advantageous to 
him, or that his happiness in any de- 
gree depends upoa it: by no means. 
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JBe is in&iitely and superlatively bap- 

Jgr^ ia and tbrougb, and from bimself : 
e wills tbe happiness of bis creatures^ 
from motives of pure pbilanthropy ; and 
he knowsy they ean only be happy from 
a love of pure choice; because, any 
other love would be hypocritical. Uap- 
piness^ and even heaven itself, exclu- 
sively consists, in this love of pure 
dieiee. To love God supremely^ and 
exclusively^ this^ and ttds alone is 
keavcn.'^ 
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DEPARTMENT III. 

Jn hneHigatum of tbeprimitkit and present pbmes^tf 
royal prinut* and dignified prelates. Sbeviing that the 
poiver andpriviiege* toey assume, is a flagrant infringe- 
menton. the Rights tfGod. 

IN tbis department I propose to make 
but few political remarks, and hasten 
on to the subsequent one, in which I 
place my chief hopes of being useful to 
the miserable, by eradicating from their 
minds, the wrong apprehensions they 
entertain, of their heavenly Friend and 
Benefactor, and which is the most for- 
midable barrier to their happiness ; and 
is too often supported, instead of being 
removed, by their mercenary ministers.* 
The most superficial view of the first 
usurpation of royal princes, or digni- 

* In ancient times, there were false prophets m 
Israel, who prophesied falsely; and through their 
meads, the priests were the lords of God's heritage, 
and devoured the flock ; yet the priest-ridden Jews 
loved to have it so. The same complaint may be made 
against many of the priests and people of modern 
times. 
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fled robbers, sickens the pbilanthropist, 
atif] causes the spontaneous tears of re- 
gret to steal from his eyes^ and trickle 
down his cheeks. It was an easy thing 
for an artful designing villain^ in the 
early and solitary ages of the world, 
ifvhile the chief employment of men was 
attending their flocks, and cultivating 
their lands, to usurp authority over his 
neighbours ; and to influence them I)y 
bis false eloquence, to relinquish their 
peaceable and profitable employments, 
and become a banditti, to overcome a 
eountry, lay it under contribution, and 
enslave the defenceless and innocent 
inhabitants. It was also an easy tlutig 
for this artful villain, when his power 
was established by multiplied con- 
quests, or rather robberies, to entitle 
himself the chief or king of his b^^nd, 
and consequently of his country. Thus, 
most assuredly, robbery was the tbnn. 
dation on which monarchy originally 
was built. 

'* Proud Nimrod first the bloody chase began* 
A mighty hunter, and his prey was man.*' 
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What ifi the first instance wag con- 
sidered the most cruel murder and rob<. 
berji in following years was called 
conquest, and the spoil a just acquisi- 
tion ; hence the people who vieM'cd the 
robber Nimrod, on the commencement 
ef his career, with horror and detesta^ 
tion, in following years, viewed the 
same Nimrod metamorphosed to a moU'* 
arch, not only with cringing servility, 
but with sycophantic adulation ; (I had 
almost said adoration) such is the ser« 
vile, abject, hypocritical nature of man- 
But we need hot go to the early ages 
e( the world, to ascertain the origin of 
monarchy and aristocracy. The case 
of Bonaparte^ presents itself, to prove 
te a demonstration, the villany of mon« 
archy, and the servility of man. Like* 
wise Ghristophe, the negro emperor of 
St» Domingo, who has recently been 

* Had this migbt]^ man acted the patriotic part 
Greoi;ge Washington acted, or had he taken the safa- 
tary advice 1 gave him, when he was First Consul of 
France* perhaps there would not be at this time a roy« 
al tyrant, a right hon. villain, or a right rev. impostor 
in £t!rop<". 
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metanorphosed from an obscure subal. 
tern, to a sable monarch. In order to 
account for the many bloody and bru- 
tal wars^ which have been the curse 
and disgrace of humanity from time im- 
memorial^ we have only to consider, 
bow natural it was for these bands of 
robbers, who parcelled out the earth 
among themselves, and called it their 
individual property, to quarrel with 
each other about their claims. Hence, 
the chief robber or king, commanded 
his creatures, to go and murder and 
be mntdered by those they never saw, 
and from whom they never received the 
least injury : when their opponents view 
their hostile approach, they also " Cry 
havoc, and let slip the dogs ot war.'^ 
Hence, the earth has so often been fat- 
tened with whole hecatombs of human 
beings, to gratify the pride, the ambi- 
tion, the vanity of a few miscreants. 

Although my mind is impressed with 
far more interesting matter, than that 
which is merely political^ I cannot, ne- 
Tcrtheless, forego suggesting a few 
thoughts on that subject, which may be 
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instructive^ although I have not the 
most distant expectation of their being 
productive of general utility. Were 
kings to rob their fellow mortals of 
their property, and spare their lives 
and liberty^ the innovation would not 
be so great ; but, alas ! this is not the 
case. As a punishment to the people 
for their servility and abject adoratioa 
of their cruel kings,, and a just re-acUoA 
of Providence for their usurpation and 
tyranny, we always find king^ torturing 
kings, armies murdering armies, and rob. 
bers robbing robbers; the conqueror con- 
sidering the conquered his property. Pu- 
gilists always require only an acknow- 
ledgment of being vanquished, on the 
part of the conquered, to restore har- 
mony : but not so with kings; after they 
have murdered their thousands, they 
enslave their tens of thousands, and 
doom their noble as well as ignoble pri- 
soners to torture or to death. O the {ler- 
fection of villany ! the scenes of horror, 
the mountains of human carnage this 
wretched world groans under, which 
ajtiffe/s blush to behold I 
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There are many servile and syco- 
phantic wretches^ even in America, who 
Jilead the cause of kings, and apologize 
or their brutality ; and even have the 
impudence to bring forward the Scrip- 
tnres of truth to consolidate their asser- 
tions. But this is only one instance^ 
in millions, where man has become vain 
10 bis imagination, and has called »weet 
bitter, and bitter sweet; put right for 
wrong, and wrong for right ; truth for 
error, and error for truth. Such 
men in kingdoms I pity, although I 
despise their principles; because the 
prejudice of education is so great, that 
it is next to impossible to erase it from 
their minds, even by the worst of ty- 
ranny. But in republics, such men de« 
serve to be cashiered ; because they 
have not the excuse of ignorance to 

• Thii bringps to my recollection Uie assertion a per- 
son made in my presence a few years ago, namely. 
that the American government was not to be compar- 
ed with the British ; and that taxes in America were 
far greater than those in Britain. 1 will not pass a 
reflection on his principles or expressions, as every 
free man will indignantly £m\« ^\m^ ^JidoMl 1qci\^\^^ 
me to express. 



06 

i 

plead in their favour. Manyreligioniflts, 
profess to be the friends of peace, and j 
yet support with all their power, gov- 
ernments, or rather monarchs, who for 
a feather do plunge their fellew worms 
into all the horrors of war. Surely this 
inconsistency exhibits a ^ baseness of 
heart, an hypocrisy of pretension, which 
reason would shudder at, and religion 
disown. So effectually has the tyran- 
ny and antiquity of custom domineered ] 
over the minds of even what are called i 
religious meu, that it seems almost im- 
possible to reform their political condi- 
tion. Most men are afraid to think of, 
much less vindicate their natural rights : 
hence we may fairly conclude, that \ 
most men in despotic governments, do 
not think for themselves; and are, there- 
fore^ under the influence of the prejudice 
of education, and not opinion : and we 
cannot wonder at it, when we remem- 
ber that the object of tyrannical gov- 
ernments, (in order to stretch taxation 
to excess, and circumvent the mouth of 
labour) is to plunge nations into all the 
horrors of war, shackle the press, ex- 
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I great shew of grandeur and 
encourage such songs and toasts 
likely to enslave the mind^ and 
te reflection. From the goverfl- 
f Nimtod^ to that of Bonaparte^ 
r rather robbery ) has been their 
plunder their object, and pcrson- 
'andizement their pursuit. Henee 
sice and tranquillity of millions 
ilc wretches, have^ IVom time im- 
*ial, depended on the whim, the 

e, the pride, even the nod of one 
ry man. Let any person view 
tory of ancient times, and say, if 
>t a continued scene of war and 
bed, murder and devastation, hu- 
iitchery and wickedness : surely 
he must be either a rogue or a 
i^ho will think or say, that mon- 

was ordained by heaven ; and 
er he is, the Bible gives him the 
brm. Although some people will 
ic to assert from Scripture, that 
chy was established by God 

f, yet 1 can prove by a few 
iral quotations, that their requiring 

was one of the most fatal sins 
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the Jews* ever committed ; and ' was 
considered an infringment on the rights 
of God. 

* The curse of monarchy is cogently deltneated in 
the retohite remonstrance of the prophet Samuel, and 
for a literal fulfilment of his prophecy, we have only 
to take the most superficial glance at Uie histories of 
the Jewish kings. The very best of them, Dmvid the 
just, not only robbed one of his most faithful servftnts 
of his beautiful wife, but also, (which was tenfold 
wone) bereaved him of his existence. Solomon the 
wise, doomed 999 beautiful women to perpetual celi- 
bacj. whom he called his wives and concubines : we 
will not include Pharaoh*s daughter, his quetin among 
the number, as he was entitled to one wife by the 
laws of nature and common sense, and only one. 
Manassa the penitent, caused the streets of Jerusalem 
to run down with innocent human blood. Ahab the 
wicked, in conjunction with his wicked wife Jezebel, 
robbed one of his subjects of his paternal inheritance, 
and his life. Herod the cruel, put a great many little 
children to death merely to gratify his jealous and 
barbarous disposition. I could mention many more 
instances of the villany of the Jewish kings, and of 
the great injury they were to the Israelites, but my 
limits will not allow it : suffice it therefore, to add 
another thought on the case and character of Solo- 
mon the wise. Had this mighty, wise king, clothed 
himself with 1000 suits of beautiful clothes, every bo- 
d\ would call him a fool ; it was then no less foolish, 
as well as tyrannical, to procure 1000 women, when 
one was sufficient. This also shews the futility, as 
well as villan> of monarchy ; for it appears that So- 
lomon, although king of Israel, was such a booby, as 
to bow down and worship the wooden gods of his um 
godl/ wiveif. 
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^^ Then all the elders of Israel gath- 
ered tbemselves together^ and came to 
Samuel unto Ramah, and said unto 
him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons 
walk not in thy ways, now make us 
a king to judge us like all the nations. 
But the thing displeased Samuel, when 
they said, Give us a king to judge us : 
and Samuel prayed unto the Lord. 
And the Lord said unto Samuel, 
hearken unto the voice of the people in 
all that they say unto thee : for they 
have not rejected thee, but they have 
rejected me, that I should not reign 
over them. According to all the works 
which they have done since the day that 
I brought them up out of Egypt, even 
unto this day, wherewith they have for- 
saken me, and served other gods ; so 
do they also unto thee. Now therefore 
hearken unto their voice : howbeit, yet 
protest solemnly unto them, and shew 
them the manner of the king that shall 
reign over them. And Samuel told all 
the words of the Lord unto the people, 
that asked of him a king. And he said, 
this will be the manner of the king that 

• iG3763 
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shall reign over yoa : he will take your 
sons, and appoint them for himself^ for 
his chariots, and to be his horsemen, and 
some shall run before his chariots. And 
he will appoint him captains over 
thousands, and captains over fifties, and 
will set them to ear his ground, and to 
reap his harvest, and to make his in- 
struments of war, and instruments of 
his chariots. And he will take your 
daughters to be confectioners, and to be 
cooks, and to be bakers. And he will 
take your fields, and your vineyards, 
and your olive-yards, even the best of 
them, and give them to his servants. 
And he will take the tenth of your 
seed, and of your vineyards, and give 
to his officers, and to his servants. And 
he will take your men-servants, and 
your maid- servants, and your goodliest 
young men, and your asses, and put 
them to his work. He will take the 
tenth .of your sheep : and ye shall be 
^is servants. And ye shall cry out in 
that day, because of your king which 
ye shall have chosen you; and the Lord 
will not hear you in that day. Never-= 
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tfaeleasy the people refused to obey the 
voice of Samuel ; and they said^ ^&y^ 
but we will have a king over us : that 
we also may be like all the nation^^ 
and that our king may judge us, and 
go out before us, and fight our battles. 
And Samuel heard all the words of the 
people, and he rehearsed them in the 
ears of the Lord. And the Lord said 
to Samuel, hearken unto their voice, 
and make them ik king. And Samuel 
said unto the men of Israel, go ye every 
man unto his city." 

I scarcely know which to wonder at 
most, the stupidity, or the servility of 
the Jews : as for their ingratitude, it 
was proverbial ; and this was only one 
instance of it, out of many thousands : 
but that they should persist in revolting 
fh>m the government of Jehovah, after 
Samuel plainly pointed out to them, 
the tyrannical government of the kiug 
wbiek they desired, is matter of aston- 
ishment. The subsequent appeal of 
Samuel, even to the people themselves, 
shews the baseness of their hearts, in 
despising his eqifitable adminzstration^ 
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tinder tlie immediate direction of God ; 
which they most as8uredly did^ by ask- 
ing a king : — ^^ And Bamuel said unto 
all Israel, Behold, I have hearkened 
unto your voice in all that ye have said 
unto me, and have made a king over 
you. Behold, here I am: witness against 
me before the Lord, and before his 
anointed : whose ox have I taken ? or 
whose ass have I taken ? or whom have 
I defrauded ? whom have I oppressed? 
or of whose hand have I received any 
bribe, to blind mine eyes therewith? 
and I will restore it you« And he said 
unto them, The Lord is witness against 
yon, and his anointed is witness this 
day, that ye have not found aught in 
my hand. And they answered, He is 
witness. Now therefore, stand and see 
this great thing, which the Lord will 
do before your eyes. Is it not wheat 
harvest to-day? I will call unto the 
Lord, and he shall send thunder and 
rain ; that ye may perceive and see that 
your wickedness is great, which ye have 
done in the sight of the Lord, in asking 
joa a king. So SsuoiuaV c«X\ft4 \»itA 
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the Lord ; rdiI the Lord seat thunder 
aod rain tlint day : iind all ttie people 
greatly feared the 1<ord aod Samuel. 
And all the people said unto Hamtiel, 
Pfay for thy servants unto the Lord 
thy God, that we die not: for we have 
added unto all our sins this evil, to ask 
us a king.*' Sam. chap. xii. ver. 1, 3, 
6, Id, 19. 

Ko king of Israel, or any other king, 
ever could with truth make such an 
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the sequel:-— ^*' Then answered Doeg the 
Kclomite, (who was set over the ser- 
vants of Saul) and said, I saw the son 
of Jesse coming to Nob, to Ahimelech 
the son of Abitub. And he enquired 
of the Lord for him : and gave him 
Tietuals, and gave him the sword of 
Goliath the Philistine. Then the king 
sent to call Ahimelech the priest, the 
son of Aliitub, and all his fatlier's 
house, the priests that were in Nob : 
and they came all of them to the king. 
And Saul said, Hear now, thou son of 
Ahitub : and he answered, here I am^ 
my lord. And Saul said unto him, Why 
have ye conspired against me, thou and 
ihe son of Jesse, in that thou hast g^ven 
him bread, and a sword,and bast enquir- 
ed of God for him, that he should rise 
against me, to lie in wait, as at this 
day? Then Ahimelech answered the 
mtig, and said. And who is so faithful 
amoug all thy servants, as David, which 
19 the kipg's son in-law, and goeth at 
thy bidding, and is honourable in thine 
house ? Did 1 then begin to enquire of 
God for him ? be it far from me j let not 
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the kiDg impute anything unto bis ser- 
i^aut, nor to all the bouse of my father : 
Tor thy servant knew nothing of all this, 
less or more. And the king said^ Thou 
slialt surely die, Abimelecb^ thou^ and 
all thy father's bouse. And the king 
said unto the footmen that stood about 
bim. Turn aud slay the priests of the 
Lord ; because their baud also is wUb 
David, aud because they knew whca 
he fled, and did not shew it to me. 
But the servants of the king would not 
put forth their hand to fall upou the 
priests of the Lord. And the king said 
to Doegp Turn thou and fall upon tbt> 
priests. And Doeg the Edomite turn- 
ed, and be fell upon the priests^ and 
slew on that day fourscore and five 
persons that did wear a linen £pbod. 
And Nob, the city of the priests, smote 
he with the edge of the sword^ both 
men and women, children and suck* 
lings, and oxen, and asses, and sheep, 
with the edge of the sword.'' 1 Sam. 
chap. xxii. ver. 9 — 19- What savage 
barbarity ! that even the innocent, cry- 
ing, and smiling infants, aud bleating 
lambs could not escape. 
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But surely this was a just re-ae/ioa 
of Providence^ for tbe base servility* 
and ingratitude of the Jews ; and (be 
above was only tbe beginning of their 
sorrows ; for it appears all their kings 
were tyrants^ David and a few others 
excepted : and even the case of David's 
intrigue with Uriah's beautiful wife, al- 
though the best man^ and the best king 
of Israel, is a plain and positive proof, 
that even the best men in church or 
state, should not be entrusted with too* 
much power. Alexander the Greatt 
who at tbe commencement of his mili- 
tary career, was an amiable young man, 
yet in following years, he was meta- 
morphosed to a barbarian, by the abuse 
of power. Indeed, I can at present re- 
collect of but one solitary instance, 
where power had not the influence to 
corrupt a &;reat man ; I mean general 
George Washington. While the king 
of England received from the mouth of 
labour onr million sterling, per annum, 
for the most superficial services, this 
great man endured all the hardships of 
a sanguinary war ; and after procuring 
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freedom for his coantiy, he presided in 
the presidential chair for eight years ; 
and never would take^ for all bis arda- 
ous and "important services^ the eighth 
part of a cent : yet alas ! his memory 
has not been reverenced by his ungrate^- 
ful countrymen^ as it ought to have 
been. This I have for a long time la^ 
Aiented to see : hence^ about a year 
ago, I published my ^^ Poetical Apo- 
theosis of Gen. George Washington ;^^ 
which has sold much worse than any 
of my works, although I have produc- 
ed fourteen others, on different subjects, 
the majority of them between 300 and 
400 pages each ! and some of them have 
passed through different editions. 

We will now proceed briefly to in- 
vestigate, the primitive and present 
power of royal princes. Their origin 
we have already pointed out ; and their 
power is the same now^ as it has been 
ages past ; [ mean absolute, in many 
parts of the world. But of all the ab- 
surd pretensions of monarchy, none is 
more ridiculous than hereditary succes- 
.sion. A man, if he happens to be born. 
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the eldest son of a king^ (tbongb a rogulc 
or a fool) can, at the age of 18, ascend 
the tbnme, and rule a nation of wise 
men, altbougb not qualified for the of- 
fice of constable, or even herdsman. 
Thus we sec in monarchical countries, 
tlie son of a king inherits a nation of 
rational beings, in tlie same way a 
young man in America, inherits bis 
father's herd of cattle, with this diflTer- 
ence : in the latter case, he cannot come 
if} his inheritauce until he is 21 years of 
age; but in the former case, at 18 years, 
and without any reference to his men- 
tal or moral character. And yet there 
are people in America, enjoying the 
precious sweets of liberty, who vindi- 
cate such a ludicrous svstera ! Although 
one is led to suppose, that any people 
who would endure such an outrage ou 
society, invert the order of human na- 
ture, and thus insult common sense 
deserve to be slaves ;-*■ yet it ought to 
be remembered, tliat the people have 

* The servile wretch who winks at wicked laws. 
Free men may pity, but they mu^xdes^vae. 
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ftota time to time^ struggled against 
the arbitrary power, and absurd preten- 
fiions of their kings; which has for 
many centuries produced the most san- 
guinary civil wars, and also foreign 
wars : for where can there be any secu* 
ri ty for the peace of a nation, when the 
whim, caprice^ or pride of one maOf 
lind that man a tyrant or a fool^ and 
perhaps bolh^ can plunge it into all the 
horrors of war? Surely this is infring- 
ing the rights of God with a witness. 

When the true philanthropist views 
with his intellectual eyes, the accumu- 
lated and complicated miseries of his 
fellow creatures, throughout this wretch- 
ed world, he sickens at the sight. 
Through the cruelty of ambitious poli- 
tician s^ and the craft of interested 
priests, man, who was made little low- 
er than the angels, is reduced far below 
the level of the brute creation. Bad 
example, bad education, but above all^ 
bad government^ is the radical cause 
of the miseries of man. If we for on« 
moment, cast our eyes to Europe, Asia 
and Africa, we shall view exhibitions 
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of human wretched ness, which w ould 
make a midnight rohber melt into tears! 
and yet^ iii all these countries* there is 
no diminution in the gifts of nature. 
The brilliant sun illuminates and invi- 
gorates them with his benign influence ; 
the trees blush and bend with delicious 
fruit ; the fields wave with golden grain; 
and the seas teem with shoals of silver 
fish, 1 recollect myself to have seen in 
Norway, delicious fisli taken up in bas- 
kets an (I buckets, on board of a brig, 
they were so abundant. Yet, althongh 
nature is thus lU'oliuc, governments- 
counteract her beneficence, and thus in- 
IVinse the riij;hts of the God of nature : 
For it is a lamentable fact, that in the 
most fertile countries, thousands of hu- 
man beings suffer and die for want; 
owing to the prohibition, and penal 
sanctions of cruel governments. Fear 
is of course, the predominant passion 
in despotic countries : pusillanimily '^u- 
percedes independence, and man be- 
comes, iu)t like a lion* but a ^|)aniel 
</og': /ye Jicksthe dust bis tyrant walks 
///Jon; and oulv asks YyWvV,^- Vv> v\^\.^ 
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drink; and die ; but alas! asks in vain. 
And yet in the United Stales, there arc 
miscreants who participate the blessings 
of liberty, and yet calumniate the only 
free government the ravages of despot- 
ism have left, in the whole world ! and 
applaud, and even vindicate the cause 
of the traitors and tyrants of mankind — 
pardon the tautologj^ ; I cannot refrain 
from repeatedly exposing such base 
ingratitude and servility. Hence so 
much ignorance of man's natural rights, 
which I call ignorance of the most de- 
structive nature, is so prevalent in this 
world. Hence millions of human be- 
ings, arc more senseless and servile 
than the beasts that perish. Igno- 
rance and cruelty are seated* upon su- 
perb thrones, while ignorance and 
misery are#eated on stinking dunghills. 
A l)ad government, I will therefore con- 
tend, is not only an infringement on the 
rights of God, but is also the scourge 
of man, and the curse of the whole 
*arth. Imagination cannot conceive, 
nor language express its fatality. And 
] believe it is tite duty of every hoiifest 
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BiaB, not corrapted by political ap^s- 
tacy. to warn his fellow citizens of the 
danger and deformity of despotism. 
From this consideration^ I enlarge this 
part of our subject more than I at first 
contemplated. I have hut one gpod 
qualification for the task, and that is 
sincerity ; and I may add, an indepen- 
dent spirit. 1 feel the most earnest de- 
aire, to exhibit to the indiscriminate 
inspection of the young people of the 
United States, the deformity of mon- 
archy ; that they may properly appre- 
ciate the liberty purchased by their fa- 
thers, and handed down to them as a 
most sacred deposit. I wish to vindi- 
cate the cause of man, because in so 
doing I plead the cause of God. I in- 
tend to enlarge this sul)ject, in a fourth 
edition, with additions, of my " Charms 
of Benevolence, and Patriotic Mentor,'^ 
in a few months, God willing. This 
work lays near my heart ; and although 
thousands of the good people of Ame- 
rica are insensible of its importance, I 
tremble even <o think of the eonse- 
queaces of this iuseu^ibUity« Most 
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assuredly^ this indifference was the 
radical cause of the annihilation of all 
the republics in the world^ oar own 
solitary one excepted. 

The ground, evacuated by the friends 
of liberty, through lassitude and indif- 
ference^ is instantly occupied by the 
votaries of despotism ; and thus, by the 
lassitude of the one party, and the 
assiduity of the other, the bloody flag 
of despotism too often surmounts the 
cap of liberty ; and when once an aris- 
tocratical or monarchical party gets a 
firm footing iu a country, they cannot 
be conquered, but by the most dreadful 
struggles. The most resolute courage, 
anshaken patriotism, and unanimity of 
principle, can only make victory in such 
a case even possible. It is a thousand 
times easier to guard the avenues to 
the temple of liberty, than to expel 
the assailants when once they have 
taken possession of it. Hence, in the 
above edition, which will contain about 
400 pages, I propose to shew the dan- 
ger, of the friends of lihett^ Isk^xw^vc^- 
geosible to danger ; auiV iVv^V. ^^ ^^^^^s^ 
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attacked by the votaries of despotism^ 
in the United States. Witness colonel 
A. B*s conspiracy, and the assurance 
and temerity of a certain Christian de- 
nomination^ who even petitioned the 
legislature to have their church esta- 
blished by law, in preference to all 
others, as in England. Witness, final- 
ly, the thousands of aristocratical cleri- 
cal and scholastic teachers, as well ad 
authors, in the bowels of our happy re- 
public. One primary cause I would 
assign for the many corps .of aristocra- 
tical young men to be fouud in our 
countrjr, is legislative negligence rela- 
tive to the education of our youth. I 
tieg leave to subjoin a paragraph from 
ioay last publication, relative to this siiti- 
ject ; utility more than method being my 
object. 

<^ One thing, I have often thought^ 

would be extremely beneficial to our 

solitary republic ; and that is, for each 

individual ^state to establish a public 

seminary^ to he supported al the public 

expence^ where repubWcaik ifTOit>\^\^% 
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might be ineulcated upon the javenite 
mind, and where a polite as well as 
patriotic edncation might be gained, at 
a very moderate expence. The most 
central part of the state should be clio- 
sen for Aaeh a seminary } and abnve atlf 
republican teachers shonld be chosen 
by the legislature : for it is a lamenta- 
ble fact, that most of our celelirated 
scholastic, as well as ecclesiastic teach- 
ers are rank tories ; and too often, both 
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erly, with distinguished det^veoce, to 
suggest to bis excellency governor Sny- 
der, the great utility of the present plan : 
I am emboldened to take this liberty^ 
from the view I have of his recent mes- 
sage to the legislature of Pennsylvania. 
The public prints have been, for a long 
time, teeming with invectives and vul- 
gar abuse of their patriotic first magis- 
trate ; while slander with her hundred 
mouths, and a trumpet at each mouth, 
has exulted in the degeneracy of dis- 
appointed office-hunters, who reprobate 
even the man of their choice, because he 
will not be their dupe : however, his 
late message gave the lie in form, to 
these political calumniators; and shows 
in the most distinguished point of view, 
the ingenuity of his head, as well as 
the generosity and patriotism of his 
heart. The sentiments of the president 
of the United States, are in unison with 
mine on this important subject. I will 
take the liberty to subjoin a quotation 
from bis recent message to congress, 
which will elucid^ite, as well as give 
force to the present proposition, viz. 
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^* "Whilst it is universally admitted^ 
that a well instjructed people alone c(ii| 
be permanently % free people; and whilst 
it is evident^ that the means of diffusing 
nad improving useful knowledge, foroi 
so small a proportion of the expendituras 
for national purposes, I cannot presume 
it to be unreasonable, to invite your at- 
tention to the advantages of super-add- 
jng to the means of education provided 
by the several states, a seminary of 
learning, instituted by the national legis^ 
lature, within the limits of their exclu- 
sive jurisdiction ; the expeoce of whicb 
might be defrayed, Qr reimbursed out 
of the vacant grounds which have accru- 
ed to the nation within those limits. 

^^ Such an institution, though local in 
its legal character, would be universal 
in its beneficial effects. By enlighten- 
ing the opinions, by expanding the 
patriotism, and by assimilating the prin- 
ciples, the sentiments, and the manners 
of those who might resort to this temple 
of science, to be re-distributed, in due 
time, through every part of the commu- 
nity ; sources of jealousy and prejudice 
would be diminished, the features of na- 
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tional character would be multiplied^ 
and greater extent given to social har- 
mony. But above all, a well continued 
seminary, in the centre of the nation, is 
recommended by the consideration, that 
the additional instruction emanating 
from it, would contribute no less to 
strengthen the foundations, than to 
adoni the structure, of our free and 
happy system of government/' 

It is a lamentable consideration, that 
too many infantile tories are manufac- 
tured in our collej;cs, where they 
receive anti-republican impressions, 
which time can never erase. — Should 
not our state legislature at least attempt 
to eradicate this growing evil? lam 
persuaded that the deformity of aristo- 
cracy and monarchy, should be con- 
tinually exhibited to the juvenile minds 
of our youth; their speeches, their les- 
sons, and in short their school-book^ in 
general, (which too often savour of 
toryism,) should display in the most 
engaging language, theibefluty and util- 
ity of republicanism. The conduct and 
<-/ise of the celebrated Cia^vtUas^euian 
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eueral^ Hanuibal^ presents itself to 
jnsolidate this assertion^ which I will 
ike the liberty to transcribe from ray 
Flowers of Literature/^ third edition, 
age 156. 

^^ Carthage, though corrupted^ was 
3t deficient in great men. Of all the 
lemies the Romans ever had to con- 
nd with, Hannibal, the Carthageuian, 
as the most inflexible and dangerous. 
Xs father Hamilcar, had imbibed an 
irtrcme hatred against the Komans, 
lo having settled the intestine trou- 
les of his country, he took an early 
iportauity to inspire his son, though 
it nine years old, with his own senti- 
ents. For this purpose, he ordered a 
ilemn sacrifice to be offered to Jupi- 
r ; and leading bis son to the altar, 
iked him whether he was willing to 
tend him in his expedition against the 
omans. The courageous boy not on- 
consented to go, but conjured his 
ther, by the gods present, to form him 
victory, and teach him the art of 
inquering. That I will ^^^^ixvVcj 4^^^ 
plied i/amilcar^ and \\VW\ «i>\^^ ^"^"^ 
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of a father wbo loves yoo^ if you wiU 
swear upon this altars to be an eternal 
enemy to the Romans. Hannibal readi- : 
ly complied^ and the solemnity of the 
ceremony, and the sacredness of the 
oath^ made such an impression upon 
his mind, as nothing afterwards could 
ever efface. 

'^ Being appointed general at twenty- 
five years of age, he laid siege to 
Saguntum, a city of Spain, in alliance 
with tlie Romans. This breach of 
peace brought on the second Punic 
war, which was carried on with mutual 
bravery and animosity. And so- equal 
was the fate of arms between them, that 
both parties triumphed by turns. Hanni- 
bal had greatly the advantage at first. 
He over-ran all Spain, and being bent 
on the ruin of the Roman state, he de- 
termined to carry the war into Italy.'' 

This important duty of a patriotic 

legislature, has hitherto been too much 

neglected in the U. States, the evil 

efft^cts of which will be experienced in 

jfol lowing years, without it is in time 

remedied. What \ coixp^^et \SafeifikwV\cL. 
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wiiosible tnit \a the chmetor ^f tk« 
fiiendfl (if moDareby ia, ttm Utile valat 
th«y eDtertuD for tfae lives of [H>or meiij 
tte loss of a tbousaiut of whom uuuld 
be esteeitod trifliag, when coDipared ta 
ihe loas of a favourite horse ; little do 
&ey thiak that nan is consecrated to 
God, hence to opprem him, is to all in- 
tents and purposes, to infringe the 
lights of Ueity. In what light must 
those poor, proud, capricious animals 
(called kings,) appear, in the sight of 
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and happiness depend apon it. Bat 
the insolenee of aristocracy is not con- 
fined to the afiiurs of gpyemments^ it ia 
also observable in the churchy where 
one would think all people should ap<. 
pear in a state of equality. I have 
seen the great man's pew in the church 
of England^ raised far above the others, 
lined with crimson velvet, and furnish* 
ed with curtains of silk, and satin 
eushions. At the approach of the weal- 
thy bodby, (may be seen) the votaries 
of aristocracy, who hear the sacred 
name of God mentioned with indiffe- 
rence, bow with a cringing servility. 
Surely wealth, and not the blessed 
Redeemer, is the object such mortala 
adore ; the reason is obvious, being 
blinded by the god of this world, they 
see pleasure only in the ecjovMent 
of wealth ; hence many who lave not 
wealth in their own possession to wor- 
ship, worship the Mcalth of those who 
look with contempt upon them ; I. mean 
the rich and the affluent. Little do they 
think that wealth too often is the source 
of pain instead of pleasure. Most as- 
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and man was made for pleasure^ and 
this pleasure is only to be found in the 
practice of virtue. 

«• Pleaiiure't the mistress of etlieritl pow^ i 
For her contend the rival g^'s above ! 
Pleasnre's the mistress of the world below, 
Asd well it is for man that Pleasure charms : 
How would all sta^ate but fbr Pleasure's ray ! 
How would the frozen stream of action cease! 
What is the pulse of this so busy world f 
The love of pleasure : that, thro' ev'ry vein, 
Throws motion, warmth and shuts out death from life. 

Tho* various are the tempers of mankindr 
Fleasure'i gay family holds all in chains. 
Some most aifect the black, and some the fair ; 
Some honest pleasure court ; and some obscene. 
Pleasures obscene are various, as the throng 
Of passions that can err in human hearts. 
Mistake their objects, or transgress their bounds. 
Think you there's but one whoredom I whoredom atf» 
But when our reason licenses delight- 
Dost doubt, O reader * thou shalt doubt to more. 
Thy father chides thy gallantries, yet hugs 
An ugly, common harlot in the dark, 
A rank adulterer with other's gold ; 
And that hag, Vengeance, in a comer charmt. 
Hatred her brothel has, as well as Love, 
Wher? horrid epicures debauch in blood. 
Whate'er the motive. Pleasure is the mark ; 
For her the black assassin draws his sword i 
For her dark statesmen trim their midnight lamp-, 
To which no single sacrifice may fall ; 
For her the saint abstains, rhe miser starves; 
The Stoic proud, for Pleatare, scom*d ; 



For her, Afllictlon't daughters grief indulge , 

And find, or hope, a luxury in tears ; « 
For her guilt, shame toil, danger, we defy, 
And, with an aim volupt|i9U8« rush on death; 
Thus universal her despotic pow'r. 

Every caac]id person must he con- 
strained to acknowledge^ that nature 
produces all the pre-vequisites for t|ie 
pleasureable gratification of man. Was 
man as true to man's interest as nature 
is, there would be no human being un- 
liappy: But alas! this is not the case. 
Every day's report consolidates the 
beautiful and appropriate distich of they 
Scottish poet^ viz. 

«* Man's inhinnanity to man. 
Make countless thousands mourn.'^ 

The world is full of Judas's^ and 
especially in monarctiical countries. 
How often has an expression of dis* 
content at the usurpations of despotism^ 
(perhaps innocently spoken, when the 
tongue was loosened by wine) been the 
death warrant of a man! How oftea 
have the cavalry been seen, trampling 
ihe oppressed muVliluA^ wTkCi^t tVv^vt 
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feet, merely for the anpardlonable crimei 
of begging a redress of theii* grievances! 
"Row often have the poor been hung 
like dogs, for stealing a few pence from 
the rich, while royal villains, right 
hon. robbers, and right rev. impostors, 
were at the same time circumventing 
the mouth of labour, and robbing the 
pablic of millions ! Yet they pass on 
with impunity, solacing themselves in 
extravagant plenty,^ at the expence of 

* Who but unfeeling and servile tories* will censure 
me for being so pointed in my reproof of political 
and clerical impostors, and their partizans? Could 
they see, for one moment, the million of paupers 
now in England, (exclusive of the other pans of Eu- 
rope) and the multitudes of starving widows, orphaas^ 
and decrepid old nAen in wretched cellars, garrets, 
prisons, and work-houses, driven thereto exclusively 
oj political and ecclesiastical tyranny, they would be 
ashamed of their censure: and their hearts, if not 
made of stone, would almost weep blood. Could they 
at the same time, contrast the above misery, with the 
enormous power, imperious pride, and extravagant 
•ensuality of what are called nobility and gentry, they 
would frown and weep by turns : as a small specimen 
of which, I will here subjoin an official account of a 
noble marriiA^ which has recently taken place in 
England. 

•* The long-talked of matt\moTi\^\ ^V\^.'WA.\ift^.'«*«^ 

Mr. Pole (now WellesUy) and VlXa'i T^V\«.^ \^^^'V 

took place en Saturday evemiii^. TYv^V«»<^«^'«^^'^ 
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hoA6ur lion^sty^ the teiiH 6t tbe or. 
phaii^ and the groans of the oppressed. 

loifd Montgomery'^ home in Ha«Atoii-plAce, Vktk^ 
dUUf • at 5 o'clock: and. abont 6, accomjMtnied b^ 
sdme of their neareit relathret, they went in lady 
Catharine Long's eoich to St. James't Church Itt 
Piccadilly. The maf^nit of Wellesley handed Miti 
Long out of the carriage, and conducted her through 
^he rector's housfe (Dr. Andrews] to the altair of Hy. 
men. There were present at the ceremony (which 
was performed by Dr. Glass, Rector of Wansteaid) Mr. 
Secretary Pole, lady Catharine Long, Miss DianH 
Long, and Miss Cmma Long; the two latter were thift 
bride's maids. The usual forms being gone through* 
the happy couple retired by the southern gate, which 
leads through the church yard, into Jermyn -street. 
Here a new and magnificent equipage was in wutin|( 
to receive theih; it was k singularly elegant chariot, 
painted a bright yellow, and emblazoned, drawn by 
fotir beautiful Arabian grey horses, attended by two 
plMtillions» in brown jackets, with superbly embroid^ 
«^d badges in gold, embleihatic of the united arms of 
the Wellesley and Tylney families The new marri-r 
ed pair drove off with great speed for Blackheath, in« 
tending to pass the night at that tasteful chateaOa 
belonging to the bridegroom's father, and thence pro- 
ceeded to Wanstesd HOuse, in Essex, on the follow*, 
f ng day, to pass the honey «moon. 

•*The bride's dress excelled, in costliness and beau- 
ty, the celebrated one worn by -lady Morpheth, at the 
'time of her marriage, wtiich was exhibited for a foi^- 
Yiight at least by her mother, the 14Bi Dutchess of 
I?evonshire." 
"The dress of the present Wide conmXB^ ols^tofe*. 
of real Brussels point lace; t^e dcvxcft % wm\\* ^V^v^^ 
^t tvue plsLited over with wKite a*\\n. T\v«iV«aA.N«^a. 



Steiiee man, who was made in the im- 
age of Ood^ in most coantries, is ai^ ^ 

InnMlteiited with ktottage bonntt* of the same mate^ ^ 
rail vis. Brussels lace with two ostrich feathM^^. ..V-*- 
She likewise wore a deep lace veil, and a white sMft*^' 
•einse, trimmed with Swandown. llie dress colt , 
700 guineas; the bonnet, 150. and the veil, 200. Mr. 
Pole wore a plain blue coat, with yellow buttons^-, v 
white waistcoat, and buff breeches, and white silk 
stockings. The lady looked very pretty and inter* 
csting. 

** Yesterday, the wedding favours were distributed 
among their numerous friends; the number exceeded 
eight hundred, composed wholly of silver, and unique 
in form; those for the ladies having an acorn in the cen- 
tre, and the gentlemen's a start each cost a guinea and 
m half.-— The inferior ones for their domestics and 
dthers, were made of white ribbon, with silver stan 
und silver balls and fringe. The lady's jewels consist 
principally of a brilliant necklace and ear-rings; the 
foriner cost twenty -five thousand guineas. Every do- 
fpestiein the family of the lady Catharine Long, has 
been liberally provided for: they all have h|kd annui- 
iies settled npon them for life, an^ Mrs. Tylney Long 
Pole Wellesley's own waiting woman, who was 
mirse to her in her infancy has been liberally consi- 
dered." London Courier,^ March 16, l%i2. 

Many females in the vicinity of the city of Lon- 
#oA, fttr fuperior to Miss Long, no doubt, in mental 
and moral excellence, at the 'time of the above pom- 
poos and expensive matrimonial alliance, were suf- 
fering for walit of the necessaries of life Could we 
exhibit the contrast of indigence and ex\3c%.N^*^jiaGki;ift.^ 
itM true colours 

Tbe^rt^^lui tale no Vmman ea.v co\:\^^^^^<» 
Nortvtn Satan tell without ^tc^. 
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ignorant as the ass, and as servUe as the 
apaniel dog consequently, they suffer 
one of their ovrn species to yoke them 
like an ox, and drive them like a horse 
accustomed to the harness; nor dare 
Jthink, much less speak of liberty. 
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** But when the toils of each sad day are o*er, 
They sink to sleep, and wish to wake no more; 
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I would ask any reasonable man. 
What better than beasts of burden are 
Hessian mercenaries, and Russian sol- 
diers? Have they more rights, or as 
many privileges? The general's horse 
lives magnificently, when compared te 
his subalterns; yet, poor wretches! be- 
cause they have a coarse coat, the co- 
lour of scarlet, and worsted epaulettes^ 
of the shape and colour of silver, they 
think this a sufficient equivalent, for 
both the loss of life and liberty, and 
will bear kicking and caning with the 
docility of asses ; and will even assas- 
sinate the man, (or inform on him, 
which is the same) who in their pre- 
sence invalidates their cruel oppress- 



9ors. Hencld all that truly emiobleg 
IminaBL nature^ is extingaisbed ia £a- 
fope, Asia, and Africa; where degen- 
erate servile man is cniious in bis own 
eyes, and contemptible ia tbe eyes of 
ills tyrant. Alas! this earth originallj 
a paradise^ is metamorphosed to a heU 
fay erael man^ the repository of despot- 
ism and death. H0W5 are the titles 
<Wor(2" and ^'most aacrei miyestyJ^ 

" THE MOST HIGH AND MIGHTT PRINCE 

jAHEs" prostituted, when applied to 
siQch viUains^ who deserve the gallows 
a thousand times more than the mid- 
Bight robber! Yet such fellows despise 
the virtuous poor^ and consider them 
as ^^ the swinish multitude/' and seem 
to think the world was made for them 
only. And yet, alas! these same stu-> 
pid, slavish people, gape with admira* 
tion at the pompous parade^ and apoU 
ogize for the oppressive conduct of 
their tyrants! One would think that 
iuch wretches, who kiss the foot that 
kicks them, deserve to be slaves; but 
I say they ought to be pitied, rather 
than reproached^ because they are kept 
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in grogs ignorance from yonth to age^ 
and are amused and deluded by the 
tinsel of royalty, from their infancy* 
Were the people in any kingdom ia 
^Europe to be illuminated, as the good 
people of the United States happily 
are, the cap of liberty would soon sur* 
mount the bloody flag of despotism* 
They., would then be <^onvinced, that 
A the ci|riklcadbd of aristocracy not only 
bereaved them of their natural rights^ 
fmt insulted their understandings like- 
wise; or if you please, added insult to 
injury, by exhibiting their own insig* 
nificance, at the expence of their own 
industry. Alas! a false opinion, and 
a deleterious relish for the blaze of 
equipage, the tinsel of royalty, and 
military glory, have been the harbinger 
of death and destruction to millions of 
the miserable and deluded sons of men. 
There is another ridiculous assump* 
tion of aristocracy I would beg leave 
to hint at. I mean the privileges of 
primogenitureship, which establishes a 
petty despot in every noble family ; it 
inay be considered in miniature, what 
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ipotism is in magnitude. The eld- 
son is fixed upon the pinnacle of 
ndeur, and entitled <^my lord/' 
ile his hrothers^ perhaps far his su- 
iors in mental and moral excellency, 
forced to seek a precarious support 
the bar, in the pulpit, or the army. 
1 what is this inversion of the laws 
lature for? I answer, merely to sup- 
t family pride. Is it any wonder 
n that roan is degraded, when the 
bts of God are thus infringed, and 
laws of nature violated? tfuch fel- 
'By therefore, generally live like 
tes, and yet require the adoration 
) only to God ; and many wretches, 
9, blinded with gold dus^ ordegrad- 
by habitual servility, bow down 
h all lowliness and cringing adula- 
i at the approach of the duke, the 
nt, the marquis, the earl, the lord, 
I the Lord knows what; and yet, at 
same time, treat the true Lord of 
ven and earth, with silent and sov- 
ign neglect! What black ingrati- 
e! And it seems a just re-action of 
ividenee for their idi^latry and cring* 
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iBg servility, i^hen their tyrants, ont of 
mere wantonness, or to increase their 
riches, already super-abnndant, or to 
gratify their boundless ambition, or for 
a feather, if there is the appearance of 
honour attached to that feather, send 
them to murder ' and be murdered, to 
gratify the pride of aristocracy . O what 
madness! what folly! what weakness ! 
what stupidity ! that a whole people 
should suffer an individual villain, or 
a government of them, to lead ihem to 
the field of battle to be slaughtered, 
as a butcher leads a flock of sheep to 
the shambles; and yet at the siame 
time be despised and hated by these 
same villains. One would suppose 
such men to be irrational, who would 
engage to murder the innocent for a 
morsel of bread ; and at the command 
of a royal fool, or an imperial knave. 

Even death cannot repress the inso- 
lence of aristocratical pride ; witness 
the exit of that lordly debauchee, the 
duke of Rutland ; who, I believe, died 
in despair, cursing God with his last 
breath: yet I saw his superb coffin exhiD- 



ited iu the parliament house, while thou*, 
sands beheld with apparent reverential 
awe^ the. noble lump of clay. 1 saw 
his funeral, which appeared more like 
a farce; upwards of three hundred and 
fifty thousand of the wondering, cheat- 
ed multitude, attended the pompous pro- 
cession, through streets lined with 
soldiers. Let us follow him to West- 
minster Abbey, and we shall recognize 
a thousand golden lies. The superb 
statues, the sculptured urn9, the gaudy 
e»cuteheons, and the flattering eulogi- 
ums on each monumental stone, are all 
a practical comment on the words of 
Solomon, ^^ Vanity of vanities, all is 
vanity.^' I will be bold to affirm, that 
there are the remains of more honour- 
able, virtuous, and ingenious individu- 
als, in one corner of the poorest and 
most obscure church-yard in England, 
than in all Westminster Abbey! with 
all its pompous mausoleums, coats of 
arms, and magnificent sculpture, whicii 
too often compliments the memory of 
the most wicked and worthless of man- 
kind. Even Gray's <^ Elegy, written 
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ia a Country Church- Yard/^ (which I 
scarcely ever read^ without contrasting 
the state of the virtuous poor with that 
of the vicious rich, with a melancholy 
pleasure) will illustrate the above sen- 
timent: 

'( The curfew tolls the knell of parting daj. 
The lowing^ herd wind slowly o'er the lesii 

The plowman homeward plods his weary way. 
And leaves the world to darkness and to me. 

Now fades the glimm'ring landscape on the sights 
And all the air a solemn stillness holds. 

Save where the beetle wields his droning flight. 
And drowsy tinklings lull the distant folds; 

Save that, from yonder ivy mantled towV, 

1 he moping owl does to the «noon complain 
Of such as wand ring near her secret bow'r, 

Molest her ancient solitary reign- 
Beneath those rugged elms, that yew-tree's shade. 

Where heaves^the turf in many a mould'ring heap* 
Each in his narrow cell for ever laid. 

The rude forefathers of the hamlet sleep. 

The breezy call of incense-breathing morn, 
The swallow twittVing from the straw-built shed. 

The cock's -brill clarion, or the echoing horn. 
No more shall rouse them from their lowly bed. 

For them no more the blazing hearth shall burn, 
Or busy house-wife ply her ev ning carcj 

No children run rolisp heir sire s re.urn, 
Or climb his Knees the envied kiss to share 
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Oft did the karvest to their sickle yield, 

Their farrow oft the stubborn glebe has broke; 

How jocund did they drive iheir team afield! 

How bow'd the woods beneath their sturdy stroke?. 

Let not ambition mock their useful toil. 
Their homely joys, and destiny obscure; 

Nor grandeur hear with a disdainful smile. 
The short and simple annals of the poor. 

The boast of heraldry, the pomp of pow'r. 
And all that beauty, all that wealth e*er gave. 

Await alike th Inevitable hour: 
The paths of glory lead but to the grave. 

Nor yon, ye proud- impute to these the fault, 
If mem'ry o'er their tomb no trophies raise. 

Where thro' the long-drawn aisle and fretted vault, 
The pealing anthem swells the note of praise. 

Can storied urn or animated bust 

Bacis to its mansion call the fleeting breath! 
Can Honour's voice provoke the siienttlust. 

Or Flatt'ry soothe the dull cold ear uf Death? 

Perhaps in this neglected spot is laid 

Some heart once « regnant with celestial fire; 

Hands that the rod of empire might have sway'ct 
Or wak'd to ecstacy the living lyre. 

But knowledge to their eyes her ample page. 
Rich with the spoils of time did ne'er unroll; 

Chill penury repress'd their noble rage 
And froze the geoial current of the soul. 

Foil many a gem of purest ray serene 
The dark uafathnm'd caves of ocean bear. 

Full many a flower is bom to blush unseen. 
And waste its sweetoess on the desert air. 
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Some V]&iM-HAaipdan« tlitt. with dimileit brcuc. 

The little tftwat of his fields withstood; ^ 

Some mate inglorioas Milton here may re^, 

Some Cromwell sniltlcu of his conntrj's blood. 

Th'epplaiue of listing' senates to commaiid« 
The thrnsts of pain and ndn. to despise* 

T^ scatter plenty o'er a smiling land» 
And read their hist*^ in a nation's eyes. 

Their lot forbad; nor cireomscrib'd alone 
Their growing virtues, bnt their crimes coofin'di 

Forbade to wade throogh slaughter to a throne* 
And shut the gates of mercy on mankind; 

The struggling pangs of conscious truth to hide» 
To quench the blushes of ingenuous shame* 

Or heap the shrine of luxury and pride 
With incense kindled at the muse's flame. 

Far from the madding crowd's ignoble strife. 
Their sober wishes never leam*d to stray; 

Along the cool sequester'd vale of life 

They kept the noiseless tenor of their way. 

Yet e'en these bones from insult to protect 
Some frail memorial still erected nigh, 

With uncouth rhymes and shapeless sculpture deck'd, 
Implores the passing tribute of a sigh. 

Their name, their years, spelt by th'unletterHi muse, 

The pUce of fame and elegy supply; 
And many a hofy text around she strews. 

That teach the rustic moralist to die. 

For who, to dumb forgetfulness a prey, 

This pleasing anxious being e'er resign'd. 
Left the warm precincts of the cheerful day, 
NorciLit out longing iing'ring look behind? 
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On some fond breast the parting soul reliefi, . 

Some pious drops the closintj^ eye requires; 
Ev'.i from the tomb the voice of nature cries; 

Ev*n in our ashes live the wonted fires. 

For thee, who mindful of th'unhonour'd deadf 
Dost in these lines their artless tale relate. 

If chance, hj lonely contemplation led, 
Some kindred spirit shall inquire thy fate» 

Haply som^ hoary headed swain may say» 
' Oft* have we seen him at the peep of dami 

' Brushing with hasty steps the dews away, 
' To meet the sun upon the upland lawo. 

* There at the foot of yonder nodding beech, 

' That wreaths its old fantastic roots so high, 
^ His listless length at noontide would he stretch* 
' And pour upon the brook that bubbles by. 

' Hard by yon wood* now smiling as in scorn, 

* Mutt'ring his wayward fancies he would rove^ 
•Now drooping woeful wan'like one forlorn, 

* Or craz'd with care, or crossM in hopeless love! 

' One morn I miss'ct him on th*accustom'd hiU, 

* Along the heath, and near his fav'rite tree; 

* Another came; nor yet beside the rill, 

' Nor up the lawn, ncr at the wood was be: 

' The next, with dirges doe, in sad array, 

' Slow thro* the church-way path we saw him borne; 

« Approach and read (for thou canst read) thcxlay, 
*Grav'd on the stone beneath yon aged thorn.* 

THE EPITAPH. 

HERE rents his head iipn(titV\e\a.^ tkl tmc^i 
A youth to fortune and to i«me ^TvVx)9f«^« 

l^2, 
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Fair icience.frown*dnot on his hnmble birth, 
' And melincholjr mark him for her own. 

Large wat his bounty, and his soul sincere; 
Heav*n did a recompense as lar^^ely send: 
He gave to mis'ry all he had, a tear. 
Hegain'd from Heav'n ('twas all.he wish* J) a friend. 

No further seek his merits to disclose. 

Or draw his frail [ies from their dread abode, 

(There thev alike in trembling hone repose) 
Thi boiom of his Father and his God." 

When With my intellectual eyes, I 
view the miseries of humanity, fmm 
the centre to the circumference of the 
earth, my iieart almost weeps blood! 
^' I blush to find myself a man ;" and 
<long to die, and leave this wretched 
world, teeming with villany and qp. 
pression, behind. The vanity and 
pride of aristocracy, I would silently 
and sorrowfully pity and despise, did 
it not produce war, cruelty and murder 
and the chief mi<(eries of the poor. 
How many this very moment, are be- 
wailing in the shades of obscurity, the 
unrelenting ravages of despotism! Hun- 
gry orphans, weeping widows, violated 
vJrgias^ and even the hoaiy head of 
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unresisting age, are now callinjg upon 
death to deliver them from a world of 
lyoe^ produced, not by nature, but man! 
They must worship those they despise^ 
fiiervp those they hale, kill those who 
peyer injured tliem, wretches as mise- 
rable as themselves, and at last, pre- 
maturely die in the field of battle, for- 
gotten by all, and regretted by none; 
while aristocratical pride points the 
^Qger of scorn at misery produced by 
itself, and which it could, but would 
iipt alleviate. 

God in the plenitude of his good- 
ness, has scattered plenty, especially 
in £urope and Asia, but man has dif* 
fu3ed famine and misery, over this por- 
tiQn of our terraqueous globe. The 
lands which were flowing with milk 
and honey, are now drenched with 
the tears of hunger and distress! The 
^elds thht waved with golden grain, 
are now sprinkled with human blood! 
The plains that were gay with flowers, 
and bright wit;h verdure, are now the 
repositories of the bleached and \vl\\t- 
eaed bon^ of wreleVi^Oi tq»xv\ "S^vyx 
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wbo doubt tbe correctness of the meU 
ancholy picture, 1 exhibit to your view, 
only east tbe eyes of your mind for a 
moment on Africa, on the West Indies, 
on South America, on Russia, on 
Prussia, on Denmark, on Norway, on 
Spain, finally on England, Ireland, and 
Scotland, as well as the foreign settle* 
Inents of the Dutch ; the Swedes, the 
French and the English, all which 
places I have personally visited! and 
you will be constrained to acknowledge, 
that man has unparadised this earth, 
and reduced it literally to a slaughter- 
house. 

I have already adduced categoricid 
proof from the Old Testament of the 
abhorrence with which God views 
kings, because they infringe his rights 
in a compendious way, merely by put- 
ting themselves in his place, and ex- 
acting the adoration only due to his 
Sacred MajVsty ; we will now prove 
from the New Testament, that kings 
and lords, and dukes, and earls, and 
their admirers, both in America, as 
well as Europe, are enemies to the cross 
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of Christ and to the simplicity of his 
mission. Both his public and private 
conduct and discourses, from first to 
lasty as well as his humble appearanci& 
in the world, all prove to a mathema- 
tical certainty, with what sovereign 
contempt God views the power, the 
pageantry, and pride of monarchy and 
aristocracy. The cbief objects of his 
soiicitnde, were the poor and misera- 
]ble; and the primary objects of his ani- 
madversions, were the Jewish priest- 
hood, as well as the Jewish aristocracy. 
I will just quote a few verses from the 
fourth chapter of Luke, to illustrate my 
assertioDs. 

^^ And there was delivered unto him 
the hook of the prophet Esaias; and 
when he had opened the book, he 
found the place where it was ^vn'itten, 
The spirit of the Lord is upon me, be- 
cause he hath anointed me to preach 
the gospel to the poor, he hath sent me 
to heal the broken hearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recov- 
ering of sight to the blind, to set at liber- 
ty them that ar.e bruised, to preach the 
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acceptable year of the Lord. And he 
closed the book, and he gave it again 
to the minister and set down : and the 
eyes of all them that were in the syna- 
gogue were fastened on him. And he 
began to say unto them, This day ig 
this scripture fulfilled in your ears; 
And all they in the synagogue, when 
they heard these things, were filled 
with wrath, and rose up, and thrust 
him out of the city, and led him unto 
the brow of the hill (whereon their city 
was built) that they might cast him 
down headlong. But he passing through 
the midst of them, went his way.'' 

Mark how the spirit of aristocracy, 
opposed with unrelenting violence, the 
blessed Redeemer! and methinks, was 
be again to appear in some courts^ and 
some superb churches, he would again 
meet wiib similar treatment. And in 
order to prove him a fanatic, or an im- 
postor, they would again use the brief 
argument of, '' Have any of the nobili- 
ty or gentry (or the rulers and phari- 
sees) believed in him." And this alone 
would be sufficient to stagger the faith 



143 

if tha admirers of aristocracy^ v^ho 
yould lick the dust which royal vil- 
.ains^ and right hon. knaves walk up- 
ID in order to court their favour ; yet 
liese poor servile wretches are in the 
5ye of aristocracy, no better than beasts 
)f burthen ; and yet they submit to be 
Irampled under foot^ by men as weak 
Bind more wicked than themselves ; by 
men who are doomed like themselves^ 
shortly to become the food of worms^ 
la the silent grave. I would humbly 
beg leave to transcribe one passage 
more of sacred writ^ to prove more for- 
cibly in what contempt aristocrats are 
viewed by heaven, and in what high 
estimation those whom they despise 
and trample upon, are held by the 
Sovereign of the skies; I mean the 
virtuous poor. 

^^ Go to now, ye rich men, weep and 
howl for the miseries that shall come 
upon you. Your ricl^es are corrupted, 
and your garments are moth-eaten. 
Your gold and silver is cankered ; and 
the rust of them shall be a witness 
against you^ and shall eat your flesh 



i 



144 

as it were fire. Ye have heaped trca- : 
sure together for the last days. Behold, 
the hire of the labourers who liave reap- 
ed dowu your fields^ which is of yoo 
kept back by fraud, crieth : and the 
cries of thetti which have reaped are en- 
tered into the ears of the Lord of Kab- 
aolh. Ye have condemned and killed 
the just; and he doth not resist yon." 
Jam. 1, 3, 4, 6. 

I could produce a thousand passages 
of Scripture to prove my assertions, 
(but the preceding I hope will suffice;) 
but alas I well I know, that there are 
thousands so debased by habitual ser- 
vility, that neither argument nor op- 
pression, will convince them of their 
contemptible folly and stupidity. They 
will boldly affirm, that it is both just 
and generous, to take 1,100,000 pounds 
sterling out of the public taxes, for the 
civil list of one man! to support a royal 
ideot in pomp and grandeur! while 
thousands of poor miserable wretches, 
who are forced to contribute thereto, 
are perishing for want of the necessa- 
ries of life. \lt^hen any man in church 
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or state^ is intrusted with too much 
power or pay, corruption naturally gen- 
erates around him. The most superfl- 
cial glance at the history of monarchy 
and episcopacy, will corroborate this 
assertion; for episcopacy in my view, 
is in miniature, what monarchy is in 
magnitude. I could exhibit instances, 
where interested ecclesiastical tyrants 
have wriggled themselves into the fa- 
vour, of even a good old bishop, in- 
trusted with enormous power, and have 
been a curse and a scourge to the church 
of Christ, but delicacy prohibits the 
exhibition of such instances. Igno- 
rance^ on a throne and in the pulpit, 

* If ignorance appears on the throne arrayed in im- 
perial purple, and in the pulpit ornamented with 
saceidotai silk and cambrick, how great then must 
the ignorance in the cottage be! It is the duty, there- 
fore, of our free government to exterminate this bane 
of republicanism, and foundation of monarchy^ from 
our country as much as possible. The national and 
stare seminaHes which I have proposed to be organ- 
' ized in this country, might be supported by a tax levi« 
ed on men possessing enormous wealth: For instance, 
men possessing 10,000 dollars' per annum to pay five 
(iollars for every thousand above 5,000: this would 
be taxing luxuries with a witness! 

V 



kM beentlie rolp sqd the 4issraee oi 
Jbaman &iDily. _ 

I have dwelt, inach r longer apon , 
ihia piH of imr splbjeeiy thi^n I at .^rst f 
contempUted f J^nd ^ endeftvonts to y 
•onciliate mankind, 4gM,|uaeliQraJ;e th^Ji 
ibifleries of the poor, eyen in .these ^oili^ 
tieaV sUictaresy I eonftdentlj bebeviy. 
are pleasipg in the sight of heay^. 
Indeed,. a thousand yolames woald mk^^ii 
eontain a eatalogae of the miseries aii^- I 
ealamities^ produced by the inflaenei(i 
of aristocracy and despotism, and thft 
innumerable instances wherein 
have infringed the rights of God, a||< 
annihilated the rights of man. It paiiHi 
me to mV heart's core, even to think: qf ; 
them! 1 mast therefore let fall^tho:; 
dreadfal curtain, sprinkled with the '-^ 
innocent blood of millions of my poor 
unhappy fellow mortals, and drop a 
tear of pity on the victims of political 
and' ecclesiastical intolerance; whom 
I wish to relieve, but wish, alas! io 
vain. ' , 

I have raised the curtain which hides i 
the deformity of monarchy and aristo- r 
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cracy^ from the indiscrimiDate view ot 
the wondering, cheated multitude^ and 
let it fall again^ after exhibiting but a 
slimpse of the miserieii they produce ; 
but alas ! agreeably to our plan^ we are 
necessitated to raise another curtain^ 
and give another glimpse, and only a 
glimpse, of the horrors of hierarchy ; 
which^ though less destructive to the 
body, yet is far more destructive to the 
soul, than even absolute monarchy. In 
comparing the primitive and present 

Sower of royal princes, in the antece- 
ent pages, we have seen a great simi- 
larity ; but the very reverse we find is 
the case, when we compare the present 
with the primitive power of the minis, 
ters of tl^ gospel. Let any candid 
person compare the character, conduct^ 
and ministry of the apostles in general^ 
and the prince of the apostles in parti- 
cular, I mean St. Paul, with those who 
pretend to be their successors, in Eu- 
rope and America, and the contrast^ 
will be astonishing. Then they preach- 
ed with power, in private and market- 
houses;^ and lanes^ and alleys^ the 
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everlasting gospel^ while thousands 
were convicted and converted ; but 
now theic successors* read, with a cold 
dead monotony, the gospel^ in magnifi- 
cent pulpits^ ornamented with crimson 
velvet fringed with gold, while thoas- 
and| of their hearers either go to sleep^ 
or get disgusted. Whereas the apos- 
tles, like their gracious Master, went 
about continually doing good, and^ 
preaching the gospel; but now, their 
successors are established in local sta- 
tions, (like kings) over priest-ridden 
people, who support them in pomp and 
elegance, and array them in sacerdotal 
silk and cambriek. Then the most 
learned and laborious of the apostles^ 
St. Paul, laboured for his own support^ 
sooner than take the people's money 

• The above animadversions are by no means ap- 
plicable to the true ministers of Christ, (but only their 
APES!) no set of men do I love and admire so much 
as them. Let no man be so ungenerous as to say or 
insinuate that I pass a rrflection on the true ministers 
of Christ; nothing can be more f^'lse. None bu* clerical 
impostors are exposed ad those who wcu'd screen 
them are abnosr as guilty as themselves. The man 
wh" wiiks at priest-craft, shares the crime, because he 
in so doing virtually infringes the Rights of God. 



149 

unnecessarily, (although they would 
have given him almost their very eyes) 
and yet preached and travelled more, 
and did more good in one year^ than 
all the dignified clergy now do in twen- 
ty; although the latter receive from 
S^OOO to SO.OOO dollars per annum, for 
reading a sermon once or twice every 
sabbath. But the contrast is so glaring, 
that if I was to give it at its full length, 
the most of our ministers would appear 
ten-fold more criminal and unprinci- 
pled, than the most artful swindler iu 
the calender of our crinunal courts, or 
the recesses of our common prison. 
Although king-craft is totally, and 1 
hope, eternally extirpated from the 
United States, I am son-y to have it 
to say, that priest craft^ is far from be- 

* In order to prove the authenticity of the above 
assertion I will take the liberty to exhibit a candid 
statement of facts, which have transpired in the East- 
em States, froTi a Book lately published in Boston, 
entitled, •• A Blow at the root qfJrittoeracy, or an Ap» 
peal to Matteri cf Fact in support of Religious Freedom.^ 
In order to shew the deformity of intolerance m this 
free country, I will begin with the quotation from our 
excellent and e^iUble :* Bill of Rights^ Art. III. last 
paragraph." 

US 
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ing io : I know a reverend divine^ who 
does nou even profess to believe in the 

** Every denomination of Christians, demeaning; 
themselves peaceably, and as good subjects of the 
commonwealth, shall be equally under the protection 
of ihc law; and no 8ui>ordination of any one sect or 
denomination to another, shall ever be established by 
law.*.' BUI of Rigbt»t art. Hi, leut paragraph. 

** This is worthy to be written in letters of gold; 
%nd to be worn as frontlets between our eyes, and 
bracelets on our arms— we should teach it to our chil- 
drrn, and our children to their children, even to manf 
generations. 

•• Let it now attract the notice of every reader, that 
a majority of the people by their delegates in conven- 
tion, have declared that every denomination shall 
have EquAL protection by the law. But though 
the subject is so plain, and as one would think, ren- 
dered indisputable yet it is a fact, which can be abun- 
dantly proved, and is known by hundreds, that the laur 
has b^en so administered, that all have not enjoyed 
equal protection ^ but some have \ittnfavoured^nA. others 
oppressed. — It is a fact, that in the town of Natick, 
there are a number of church members, of a denomi« 
nation different in their religious creed, from the ma- 
jority of the town. These regularly attend a stated 
ministry at a meeting-house of their own, standing 
near the Ime of Weston and Needham. They gave 
in their certificate according to the law of March, 
1800 and after payin^theW minister iai tax, went with 
their minister, and made a legal demand of the same 
as specified in that law, but were refused. They were 
therefore under the necessity of raising other money 
towards the support of their own minister; while a 
man they did not hear, nor even wished to hear, was 
fed and clothed with money, for which their own 
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spirituality of the religion of our bles- 
sed Redeemer; yet a congregation of 
priest-ridden people, pay this ungodly 
parson 1,500 dollars per annum^ to 
teach them to be godly ; or^ if you 
please, for reading in a superb church 
in this city, two sermons every Sunday. 
I have said so much on this subject 
in my other works, particularly my 
*^ Paradise Displayed,'' and " Beauties 
of Philanthropy,'' and have got sach a 
host of enemiesf for the same, that I 

minister and his family suffered.— It is z.factt that a 
respectable farmer in Waltham was constrained to 
pay a tax to ihe minister in that town for fifteen, 
or eighteen years after he was a member in full 
communion in another church: and paid largely for 
the maintainance of his own minister. This same 
man was also one of the committee, chosen according 
to the before mentioned law of 1800, to sign the cer- 
tificateS} which according to that law, were to free 
the persons holding them from having their money 
appropriated to the use of ministers they did not 
chiise to hear. — It is a fact, that in Lunenburgh sev- 
eral church members were taxed to a minister of a 
different denomination, against their express wish; 
and were highly teazed and threatened with having 
their property attached znd sold, — if it were not actu- 
ally done. 

t The bitterness and hostility of priest-ridden peo- 
ple, to those who expose their stupidity and servility, 
and the knavery of their priests, reminds me of a 
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will content myself at present^ in tran- 
scribing the words of a noble man^ by 
nature^ who deserves a statue of gold^ 
for boldly exposing the corruption of 
hierarchy^ and the hypocrisy and du- 
plicity of its votaries ; which he has 
done to perfection^ because he wrote 
from experience. He has only ex- 
posed the corruptions of the church 
of England ; but alas! too many of his 
animadversions^ are peculiarly appli- 
cable to several churches in Ame- 
rica ; the ministers of whom too often 
use their boundless authority in oppo- 
sition, and not in subordination to 
the gospel ; who live upon the fleece, 
and the devil may take the flock for 
what they care; finally, who are, as to 
power, popes, while called parsons. 

number of little boys, who had strings in their mouths, 
in representation of bridles, and were driven by one 
of their playmates, when one lad more prudent than 
the rest, exclaimed against their play; as being too 
servile, the driver and the driven got irritated at the 
reasonable expostulation, and beat the prudent and ju. 
dicious lad most unmercifully. 

• The Rev. David Simpson, who has proved his sin- 
cerity by relinquishing a lucrative establishment in the 
church; from conscientious motives. 
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The gospel was pure and powerful, 
and its ministers zealous and holy 
men, till it was introduced into the cir- 
cles of royalty, by Constantine the 
Great; and then, and not till then, 
• power and privileges incompatible with 
the practice and {)recepts of our adora- 
ble Saviour, were usurped by his fol- 
lowers : Then the gospel was reduced 
to a step-ladder for ambitious politicians 
and became the implement of destruc- 
tion, and the innocent cause of war,* 

* It is painful even to think upon the enormities 
committed under the cloak of religion; and '* could 
we form an estimate of the lives lost in the wars and 
persecutions of the Christian church alone we should 
find it nearly equal to the number of souls now exist- 
ing in Europe. But it is perhaps in mercy to man- 
kind that we are not able to calculate, with any 
accuracy even this portion of human calamities. 
When Constantine ordered that the hierarchy should 
assume the name of Christ, we are not to consider 
him as forming a new weapon of destruction; he on- 
ly changed a name which had grown into disrepute, 
and would serve the purpose no longer, for one that 
-was gaining an extensive reputation; it being built on 
a faith that was likely to meet the assent of a consi- 
derable portion of mankind. The cold-hearted cruelty 
of that monarch's character, and his embracing the 
new doctrine with a temper hardened in the slaugh- 
ter of his relations, were omens unfavourable to the 
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superstidoD and bigotry ; and I am sor- 
ry to say^ it remains the same in many 

future complexion of the hierarchy ; though he had 
thus coupled it with a name that had hitherto heen 
jaemarkable for its meekness and humility. This trans- 
action has therefore given colour to a scene of enor- 
mities, which may be regarded as nothmg more than 
the genuine offspring of the alliance of Church and 
State, 

" This fatal deviation from the principles of the first 
founder of the faith, who declared that his kingdom 
voat not of this viorid, has deluged Europe in blood for 
a long succession of ages, and carried occasional ra- 
vages into all the other quarters of the globe. The 
pretence of extirpating the idolatries of ancient esta- 
blishments, and Uie innumerable heresies of the new* 
has been the libver-failing argument of princes as well 
as pontiffs, from the wars of Constantme, down to 
the pitiful stillborn rebellion of Calonne, and the 
count d'Artois. 

*• From rhe time of the conversion of Clovis, through 
all the Merovingian race, France and Germany 
groaned under the fury of ecclesiastical monsters, 
hunting down the Druids, overturning the temples of 
the Roman Polytheists, and drenching ;he plains with 
the blood of Arians. The wars of Charlemagne 
against the Saxons, the Huns, the Lombards and the 
Moors, which desolated Europe for forty years had 
for their principal object; the extending and purifying 
of the Christian faith. The crusades, which drained 
Europe of its young men at eight successive periods, 
must have sacrificed, including Asiatics and Africans, 
at least four millions of lives. The wars of the Guelfs 
and Gibelines. or pope and anti-pope, ravaged Italy 
and involved half Europe in factions for :wo centu- 
ries together. The fxpulsien of the Moors from 
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countries to the present moment. It is 
matter of amazement as well as lamen- 



Sptin depopulated that kingdom by a war of seven 
hundred years, and established the inquisition to in- 
terdict the resurrection of society ; while millions of 
the natives of South America, have been destroyed by 
attempting to convert them. 

** In this enumeration, we have taken no notice of 
that train of calamities which attended the re-con- 
version of the eastern empire, and attaching it to the 
faith of Mahomet : nor of the various havoc which 
followed the dismemberment of the Catholic Church 
by that fortunate schism, which by some is denomi* 
nated the Lutheran heresy, and by others the Pro« 
testant reformation. 

'' But these, it will be said, are only general traits 
of uncivilized character, which we all contemplate 
with equal horror, and which, among enlightened 
nations, there can be no danger of seeing renewed. 
It is trueahat. in several countries, the glooms of in- 
tolerance seem to be pierced by the rays of philoso- 
phy .• and we may soon expect to see Europe univer- 
sally disclaiming the right of one man to interfere in 
the religion of another. We may remark, however* 
Jlrtt, that this is far from being the case at this mo- 
ment ; and itecondfy, that it is a blessing which never 
can originate from any state establishment of religion. 
For ptyofs of the former we need not penetrate into 
Spain or Italy, nor recall the history of the late fana- 
tical management of the war in Brabant—- but look to 
the two most enlightened countries in Europe; see 
the riots at Birmingham, and the conduct of the re- 
fractory priests in France. 

" With regard to the second remark— we may as 
well own the truth at first as at last, and have srnse 
this year as the next : Tbe existence cftmy kind qfliker^ 
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tatimiy tbttt tiiaiiidSDd«hoid)ira^^ ifaeni^; 
selves Itlxw to -fie Wod-^iaked, dra;i!^ 
go6aed^ aad iiikjpQsed apon foir so ttapy 
GentarieSy mnd that so many Uuiy-at ' 
idtoleraiit parsofis should hA able^ wi _ 
an arm of flesb^ ithusto degmdJB hooii^ 
liatbihD, and metamorpbose .a: religidi^ 
so pure and peacleiab^ to tbe da&m^ "'' 
of war and'earttiigd; and iioA ib 
eoald contrive so long to live tipoiil 
labours^ and! trample apon the rights 
their fellow creatures. All this b8»\ 
been done^ not by forces physical Of!: 
moral, bat by religions fraod. Thcf 
cunning priests introduced ignorancla^:. 
for knowledge, superstition for religion,^ 
and a belief of their own infalliMtity 
for the light of reason; and with these, 
fatal auxiliaries, they did with the. 
greatest facility, infringe the rights of 
O-od. And this engine in all countries;,' 
and among almost all denominations) 

p U incomfMXttbU wf*(i6 rAfer pciatence of any kind cfebmxb. 
By lUmrty^. \ mt^xk the enjoyment of equal rigltfs, and 
by dmtcb I mean any mode of worship declared to be 
national, or declared to have any preferentoe in the 
eyiofthelaw/' 






has enabled the reverend few^ to lord 
it over the eonsciences' and . pick th6 
^ jip^ets of the eheated many ; ofte^ 
: adding insult to injary in the baigaiii. 
i IM not therefore the inhabitants tX 
- Christendom point the finger of scont 
at the Asiatics^ for worshipping thefr 
Grand Lama^ their MahomeV^u^ ^heir 
[ 9ramins^ and for suffering themselves 
;f^ to be so foolishly cheated ont of their 
' liberty^ reason, and common sensef for 
\ most assuredly, the last are only in mag. 
Bitnde what the first are in miniature* 
We will now humbly take the liberty 
to close this department, with the 
' Jengthy quotation we/promised to intro- 
, dnce; and which wilt show more clear- 
ly than I can possibly do^ the present 
power of dignified prelates, and prosti- 
i;. toted parsons ;^ and that the privileges 
^' they, usurp, is a flagrant infringement 
^ on the rights of God, 

• No candid iiiteliigciit t««iler» ttirdyr will censme 

; meior {xpoftiQg such clerical id||oiitors{ as it wouU 

' be more consistent in thep, to censure me for eacpos- 

log a den of robbersr because the last only rob as •£ 

emr moiiejr» bat tbs fitit 90b tn 9f .OOf sodsasid 
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^^Indee4> ftexell^oQ of JeAis ChaM 
Imits of no iciVil estaBIisBmeiit tt nS^ 
It is ineoiisisteiit with fte very natoi^ 
bfity kaA it waa^iieyer iii^igw^^ 
incoiporated with any secular ^iptatiiq* 
tbn whatever. ' It made its way Sk 
Jrst, net raly without hnmaji iiid^ 1m 
even in opi^ositien to all lawsj b^ 
eiyil andireli^oiis^ which then prevail: 
ed in the Bt^nuui empire. This wj^ 
the state of it for apWards of 80d yeaxs* 
It seems tooy to.be the intentioQ of IK* 
vine Providence, to reduce it again 1» \ 
the same simple and unconnected stata^ 
America hath set the example. FranM 
Italy, Holland, and Switzerland tihi- 
going tlie same way. And it is highly^ 
probable, all the other states in Europie 
will, in due time, follow the same steps. 
As things now are in this country, tlm 
religion of Jesus Ghristt which was 
not only not to be of this world, but 
in direct opposition to it, is certainly a 
teii^oral, worldfy, eivil institution. At 
itikit it is a strange mixture of .things 
tMi^ular and religions : nearly, as mudh 
1119'to it is in the eathoUc coantiies. 
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^A« ti^ the kmg w ipieep^ of aii|r 



\ iiiB||l^> ^IBg MM jOft^ Mftf 

;'pmaSim»9m it is^ 

iitterl; ^i^nilfi^^^^ Wifli die texf esb. 

iMHse ef tbe , evktogt^^l dispensfttioti^ 

nonMAiiabto li^s of mankind. 

ty-f-iior the lord eban* 

SSSk^i JMT liis Biajeyily's imuisters^ 

ftMc^ or eA kav(& asy coaeevli in tM^ 

f^erammt^ of : ttie ehnnsb^ or in the ap« 

j^ntMM i^tdfeei^^ in i^ or to it^ m^ 

itotljf'or iflAirectly, aeeovding t^ th^ 

f|ii|jt €iftbe«^9pel^ hutonlv in thete 

nilrate eapajNrtii^ «»; indimiQal meoi., 

. Wtt Of the' ehnrch. No man qKm eartib 

i h aitltled to any Baob pover^ It is one 

dF the wwy Worst traits of jpopery^ and 

I in kifliUible eriterion of an aati-ebiis'^ 

I fian assuming. Mat. xx. ftO-^HS^ anA 

ixiU. l-^t«. 

f^ Afi the law now stands ui this 
eountry, tfa« king is ahsolate headi oC 
fliteharehi and the ftkibtaiitr (^ att '^^^ 
el^siastieal |K)wct$ iNii as frr as ll» 
piitronage of benelUues {^^ is more 
■dnnnal than teal ; for there are «a aiav 
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ny heads as tfaeie are patrons of liv- 
ings, A drunken^ swearings libertine 
lord chancellor, who is living in opea 
fornication or adultery ^ contrary to eve- 
ry law huiaan and divine, as has been 
the case, has the appointment to a larga 
number of livings : a corrupt, vile, un- 
believing, immoral, wicked minister of 
state has the nomination to abundance 
of others. A papist, or some of the 
most immoral nobility or gentry of the 
land have the patronage of others. la 
not a few instances, ladies have the 
presentation to church preferments^— 
These are all virtually and substanti- 
ally so many heads of the church; 
while the king or queen is only nomi- 
nally and partially so. This is surely 
a lamentable state of things. Can any 
man wonder at the spread of infideliiy 
an(l irreligion? Can we justly expect 
other than the downfal of such a sys- 
tem of corrupt, worldly policy? These 
melancholy truths sound harsh and 
disagreeable in the ears of interested 
men^ and men who swallow every thing 
^s gospel to whicVi \.V\e^ \\vi^>a^^\iVsv!i^ 



ftceufitomed; but I aiBrm k with aU 
|iossible serioaeness^ tbat^ as I under- 
ataod the Scriptures^ a radical refcMria, 
mnA the renoval of all tiiese secular 
eircamstaiices alone, can save us for 
any len^- of time, from national dis* 
#ees. I refer our bisbops«i«mod foeg 
ttey will seriously consider the awM 
declaration^— Dan. ii. 30, 4A. Is not 
the time for its accomplishment fast 
approaching, and near at hand? 

^^ I have spoken of the patronage of 
church livings. The church-livings of 
.England and Wales make together 
about ten thousand. Of these near a 
thousand are in the gift of the king. It 
Is customary, however, for the lord chan- 
cellor, to present all the livings under 
the value of twenty pounds, in the king's 
boc^, and for the ministers of state to 
present all the rest. Those under 
twenty pounds are about 7^0, and those 
above, near 180. Upwards of 1600 
pieces of church preferment, of differ- 
ent sizes and descriptions, are in the 
gift of the S6 bishops: X!i«t^ >Jom3l^*^ 
ia the presenlatioa ol ftife Xn?^ \is&s««^^ 
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sities : about 1,000 in the gift df the 
several cathedrals^ and other clerical 
institutions : about 0,700 livings are iu 
the nomination of the nobility and genr 
try of the land, men, women, and chiU 
dren; and there may be 50 or 60 of a 
description different from any of the 
above, and nearer to the propriety of 
things. These are all so many heads 
of the church, the king or queen of the 
country being a kind of arch-head. 

^^ The bishop^ of the establishment, 
are, contrary to all ancient usage, cho- 
sen by the civil power, the clergy and 
people over whom they are to preside, 
not having the least negative upon their 
election. When they are chosen too, 
they take their seats in the upper house 
of parliament, like unto the temporal 
lords : this is good human policy, sup^ 
posing the kingdom of Christ to be a 
mere worldly sovereignty; but it is ut- 
terly inconsistent with the spirituality 
of our Saviour's empire, and has had for 
many ages a most unhappy effect upon 
the interests of his religion in the world. 
T'heir ^jaioiuineuts are o? sw.viXi «». waKxxt^^ 
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tbeir worldly engagements so numerous^ 
and the temptations to the pleasures, hon- 
ours^ and amusements of life so strongs 
that their minds become secularized^ 
andf they lose all lively relish for the 
peculiar duties of ministers of the gos- 
pel ; which they therefore very gene- 
rally commit to the inferior orders of 
the clergy. They are as much officers of 
the crown^ as the judges and magistrates 
of the land. They are chosen by the 
civil power, they are paid by the civil 
power, they are amenable to the civil 
power alone, the clei^ and people not 
possessing the least controul. And 
then, as to the titles, by which they are 
designated, they carry the most indis- 
putable marks of the anti-christian apos- 
tacy. His ^race^ the most reverend 
father in God, William^ by divine pro- 
videncej lord archbishop of Canterbury? 
— llie right reverend father in God^ 
John^ by divine permission, lord bishop 
of London! — ^What is there in the ti- 
tles of the pope of Rome, that is more 
magnificent than the i^qxitw^ ^\ "^^^^ . 
words? How uulikc Va tSV ^\^ ^ "^"^ 



^jfcjflw 



im 



ud «M4ii6t iiC the lewl^ fiatioor of, 
nuwldiMl? 1^ xi. M'.-AO^ xxiS. 
l^t^ift. Hmt HMih Aaleaiatod v<^ suck 
Idgli flib£«^ iitlM to iwall t|M ||^v 
of fisafl mictak? ItmM, Ushepiy ■«<: 
DUMBS •niBide of Mce staff witli oflwr. 
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^< And iken^ whai tlnU we0^t»tl» 
Mcnlar^ and lokewaiw eondiiioa €^th%^ 
generaliij ef the elergy of tlie lan^t^— ^ 
to the patronage of bemfices?--^-to tlie 
oomoHHi Mmk al^BitiMdile sale of livings^ 
to om MiQoiiieal contraetii?^ — oar dBO-.. 
cores, ploralities, non-cendences?* 



* ThiB cdratM in tt^y caies Me M culpable withjfb* 
speet to non-residenccs, as the bishops, the irect^fiiL 
awl Ticars. In my neighbonrhood, and moitlyt 
ia my own paii^i, we have opwards of twelve duk 
4>els. where there is no resident clergyman. It is 
much the same in other parts of the kingdom. 

Thexeader will ftad several of these defects of iStm. 
chnns^ of England tfocfMd i^kui b^ Bttmet— I add, 

Bfr^ord SHhhak|^ a mistress, of whom helm 

gvowtt wiea^; Oli eMlkiatt 4iie rev. A. B. wiil nyur. 

ry, iiiifr, ani #iali9 |M|r mi hottest woman, he shall be 

mtor of such % living In tkegift of his lordship. 

/Tlie living of C— h is in the gift of G— t; he 

it$B. g^SL diBLufit»; if the rev. Gh. P— «'wSUmasr|P 

4a> he j^alk ke preoented to th« cWkOdl. 
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to our declaring we are moved by the 
Holy Ghost to preach the gospel^ when 
we are moved by nothing more than a 

Mr. G— n has a son, who is neither fit for law, 
physic, nor the army. He has such a livini^ in his 
patronage. This son shall be trained to the church, 
and be incumbent of the family rectory. 

My lord D — n has got four sons, one shall enjoy 
the title and estate ; another shall go into the army, 
mnd be made a general ; another shall go to sea, and 
become an admiral ; the founh shall be trained to the 
church, and be promoted to a bishopric. 

Sir P-*— r P— — r has in his gift a rectory of the 
value of 2000 pounds a year. The rev. G. W. agrees 
to give him five thousand pounds in hand, and five 
hundred a year for ten years. 

In this manner are daily bartered the souls of men, 
like sheep in a market'— 'is it probable that such a 
state of things should be maintained for many ages 
or years longer i if there bs a God who judgeth the 
earth, he cannot look upon such abominations with 
indifference. Abuses of a similar kind have brought 
destruction upon other countries, and shall England 
mlone be permitted thus to play the devil t and no no* 
tice be taken of us by the moral Governor of the world? 
Such things are indefensible, and make one blush for 
the church in which it is possible they should take 
place. 

The valuable preferments in our church are almost 
. universally obtained by money, or by interest : merit 
having little or nothing to do in the business. My 
indignation constrains me te state, that Maurice, au- 
thor of Ind&n Antiquities, &c. fcc. — O shame to a 
venal age ! is left to starve upon a distant and labo- 
rious curacy of fifty pounds a year. 
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itesire to obtain a good living, andi, 
perhaps even deny that there is any Ho- 
ly fihost ? — ^to our reading one species 
of doctrines in the desk, and preaching 
directly ^posite in the pulpit? 

^* Abundance of persons object to 
several things in the 39 articles of reli- 
gtoff — to several things in the book of 
nomilies — and to the imposition of sub- 
scription to any human creeds and ex- 
l^lications of doctrines whatever.^ No 

** Ye birds of Britain break the useless lyret 
And rendi disdainful, your detested lays ; 

HVho now shall dare to lettered fame aspiret 
Devotes to penury his hapless days. 

* Subscription to the 39 articles hath kept many a 
good man out .of the church, but no bad ones. 

*« The requiring of subscription to the 39 articles/* 
Bnrnet says, ** is a g;reat imposition." 

Whiston being one day in discourse with lord chan« 
ceUor King, who was brought up a Dissenter at Exe- 
ter, but had conformed ; a dispute arose about signing 
aitkles which we do not believe, for the sake of pre- 
fienneiit. This the chancellor openly justified, * be- 
cause," said he, '• we must not lose our usefulness for 
acruplea." Whiston who was quite of an opposite 
opmion, asked his lordship, " If in his court they al- 
lowed of such prevarication?" He answered, " We 
do nbt." "Then," said Whiston, •• suppose God Al- 
mighty should be as jnst in the next world as my lord 
chancellor is in this, where are we then ?" 
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canonical obedience to the bishop at J 
flie diocese where we officiate^ as onA] 
•f the most detpjstable instances of anti- J 
christian imposition, that ever was ex« 1 
ercised over a body of clergy.^ And! 
jet^ after we have gotten our educa- 1 
tion, at a considerable expence^ possi- 1 
bly at the expenee of onr whole fortune^ 
we must take this abhorred oath or:; 
renounce the profession to which we : 
have been trained, after ourfortnne, with 
which we should have begun business 
is gone, and the proper time of life ex- 
pired. Ttiese things ought not to be 
so. — This is not the fault of the bishops, 

• The 4th, 5th, 6th. nh, 8th,9ih, 10th, 11th, 12th, 
27th, 28th, 29ch, 38th, 58ih, 72d, 139ih, 140th, and 
141st canons, are mo«^ of them peculiarly objection- 
able. Prior to experience, it would appear highlj 
incredible, that conscientious and liberal minded dcr* 
gymen should be able to swear such kind of obedi- 
ence. The good Lord pardon his servants, for we 
surely consider not what we do. 

Let any man serioiisly read and soberly consider 
these several canons, and then Judge of their tenden- 
cy. They contain the very worst species of poper^^ 
that is, a spirit of infallibility. They proceed at 
least upon the infallibility of oor own church, while 
we disavow that infallibility, and condemn the pi«. 
tension in the church df Rome. 
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but of the constitution. It is one of tlte 
existing laws of the establishment^ and 
cannot be dispensed with as things now 
stand; the bishops are as much bound 
to administer the oath^ as we are to 
take it. 

^' There are others who object to the 
baptismal office — the office of confirma- 
tion — the office for the sick — the com- 
munion office — the ordination office — 
the burial office — ^the common prayer — 
the litany — Athanasius's creed — the 
calendar— our cathedral worship — our 
spiritual courts — the management of 
our briefs — ^the test and corporation 
acts — and our tythe laws. 

" There are some who earnestly de- 
plore our total want of discipline, and 
our incomplete toleration — that our 
church hold out others terms of com- 
munion than the Scripture hath enjoin- 
ed — and that she is a mighty encou- 
rager of ambition among the superior 
orders of the clergy by the several 
ranks, degrees, honours, and .emolu- 
ments, which prevail among us. The 
people of every age and country have 

p 
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an inalienable right to choose their own 
ministers; and no king, no ruler, no 
bishop^ no lorii^ no genneman^ no nan^ 
4ir body of men upon earthy has any jus^ 
claim whatever, to dictate, who shall 
administer to them in the concerns df 
their salvation ; or to say — ^Tou shall 
think this, believe that, worship here 
or abstain from worshipping there. 

^^For much more than a thousand 
years, the Christian world was a stran- 
ger to religious liberty. Toleration 
was unknown till about a century ago* 
The clergy have always been unfriend* 
ly to religious liberty : when the act of 
toleration was obtained in king Wil- 
liam's time, great numbers of them were 
much against it: — ^but both the name 
and thing are inconsistent with the ve- 
ry nature of the gospel of Christ. For 
have not I as much right to controul 
you in your religious concerns, as you 
have to controol me ? To talk of tole- 
orating implies an authority ! He is a 
tyrant,, a very pope, who pretends to 
•any such thing — These matters will be 
better understood by and by. The 



whole Christian world lay in darkness 
UDon this subjeet^ for many ages. Dr*^^ 
Owen was the first who wrote in favons 
of it^ in the year 1648 — ^MUton follow. 
cid him about the year I6d8> in hia 
Treatise of the Civil Power in Ecclei- 
siastieal Causes. And the immortal 
lioeke succeeded with his golden Trea* 
tise on Toleration^ in 1689. But not- 
withstanding these^ and many other 
works which have since been written 
on the same subject^ much still remains 
to be done in this country. Though 
we have had the honour of being among 
the first of the nations, which obtained a 
large portion of civil and religious free- 
dom, others are now taking the lead (rf 
us, on the rights of conscience. And 
it does not appear that we ever can be 
a thoroughly united and happy people, 
till every good subject enjoys equal 
civil privileges, without any regard to 
religious sects and opinion. If a man 
be a peaceable, indnstrions, moral, and 
religious person, and an obedient sub- 
ject to the civil government under which 
he lives, let his religious views of things 
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be what they may^ he seems to have ^ 
ju«'t claim to the eDJoymeni of evevjr 
Ofiice^ privilege^ and emolument of tba^ 
government. And till this is in fact 
the case, there never can be a settled 
state of things. There will be an eter- 
nal enmity between the governing and 
'the governed; an everlasting struggle 
for superiority. But when every mem- 
ber of society enjoys equal privileges 
with his fellow members^ tbe bone of 
contention is removed^ and there is no- 
thing for which they should any longer 
be at enmity. Equal and impartial 
liberty; equal privileges and emola- 
ments are^ or should be the birth-right 
of every member of civil society; and 
it would be the glory of any govern- 
ment to bestow upon its serious, religi- 
ous, and morally-acting citizens^ their 
right without any regard to the sect or 
party to which they belong. Talents 
and integrity alone should be the sine 
qua nmi to recommend any man to the 
notice of people in power. This would 
Biake us an united and happy people. 
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^^On the subject of the patronage. qf 
livings^ it may be proper to observQ^ 

that the bishop of enjoys very 

considerable privileges of this qature^ 
;^hicb have been shamefally abused. 
iNot less than 130 presentations belong 
to him ! A certain episcopal gentleman 
of that diocese^ knowing the extensive 
;emoluments which he was likely to be 
possessed of in this way^ brought his 
son up to the church ; and^ when be 
came of proper age^ bestowed first one 
living upon him and then another^ as 
they became vacant, to a very consid- 
erable amount, which this son enjoys 
At this day. He is ^now one of oiur 
dignified clergymen, and in possession* 
of a very unreasonable number of valu- 
,able preferments, to most of which he 
pays extremely ;little personal attention. 
He takes care, ^howeye^^ to see^re the 
fleece, the devil ^may tajke the flock. 
John X. 1^-— 18. 

^^ Another son of Aaron, in a neigh- 
.bouring district, which might be named, 
possesses preferments in the churchy by 
the procurement adhiB episcopal father^ 

pS 
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^. to Oie amothit of SOOO potinds a year. 
He bis fw a lUig ieaaon been' extrem e^ 
fy atteatire to Bis ^he^ but hardly > 
ever man p^d less attention to the BaU ' 
TatioD of the'iloalfl of his people, and ' 

»tbe sacred dntiea of his office. Ssldom 
does he appear among the former, leM 
frequently still does he attend the da- - 
ties «f the latter. Fifty or sixty ponndi ' 
a year he reluctantly pays to a joamey- 
man parson to supply his own lack of 
service ; like master tike man ; they 
are a miserable couple together; the 
one is penurious, the other dissolute. 
What must the condition of the flock ' 
be, under the care of two such wretch- 
ed shepherds? 

"1 will mention a third curious in- 
stance of clerical sagacity. A certain 
rectory, not fifty miles from this place 
is of tiie value of near 3000 pounds a 
year. A kind young lady, whose 
mends have sufficient interest with the 
patron, falls in love with a wicked 
sweating, dashing officer in the army, 
wid marries him. That a comfortable 
^■aintenance may be secured for the 
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happy pair^ it is agreed, that the gen. 
tleman shall change the colour of his 
clothes, apply himself to the attun- 
ment of a smattering of Ijatin and 
Greek, and admit himself a member of 
one of our famous Universities. There 
he actually now is qualifying himself 
to. take possession of this bouncing 
benefice. The incumbent being dead, 
a pliable parson is put in for a time as 
a locum tenens. And when the quon- 
dam officer has obtained his proper 
credentials, this worthy Levite must re- 
sign all bis fat pigs in favour of this 
son of Mars. The white-washed officer 
will then come forward, and declare in 
the face of God and man, with a lie in 
bis mouth, that '' he trusts he is moved 
by the Holy Ghost to preach the gos- 
pel." 

'* If these were solitary instances of 
improper proceedings in Church mat- 
ters, it would not be worth while to no- 
tice them. Bat alas ! they are only 
specimens of what is by no means un- 
common, where valuable livings are 
concerned. Were the business of pri- 
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vate pratronage and presentation tb _ 
roui];))lY investigated, and laid befo^^ 
the public, the picture would be higft* 
:ly disgusting to every serious mind, an4 
call for reformation with a tone not easy 
to be resisted. 

^' The ecclesiastical and civil parts 
of our constitution are in opposition one 
to the other; for the former, in the book 
of homilies, especially, holds forth the 
doctrine of passive obedience and non- 
resistance, while the latter is founded^ 
by the compact at the revolution, on the 
reciprocal rights of king and people* 
In this respect, therefore, a reformation 
is highly desirable. Every clergyman, 
particularly, should see and feel tbis^ 
"who is obliged to subscribe, ex animo^ 
that all and every thing contained in 
the book of Common Prayer, &c. is 
agreeable to the Bacred Writings. 

'^ I add a circumstance, which seems 
on hardship to the enlightened and 
conscientious part of the clergy. When 
we baptise children, we thank God 
<^ that it hath pleased him to regenerate 
them with the Holy Spirit^ to receive 
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them for his own children by adoption, 
and to incorporate them into his holy 
church." When the same children are 
presented to the bishop for confirma- 
tion, he also addresses the Divine Be- 
ing as having " vouchsafed to regene- 
rate them by water and the Holy Ghost, 
und as having given unto them the for- 
giveness of all their sins;" while many 
of them are as vile young rogues as ever 
existed. Then, when we come to bury 
them, we dare do no other than send 
them all to heaven, though many of 
those we commit to the earth have been 
as wicked in life as men well can be on 
this side hell. This surely is a great 
hardship. Yet we have no remedy. 
We must do it, or forfeit our roast beef 
and plumb-pudding. 

*^ But what I infer from this view of 
the matter is, that if the doctrines pf 
baptismal regeneration and final perse- 
verance be true, every member of the 
church of England is as sure of heaven 
when he dies, as if he were already 
there. How is this consistent with the 
17th article of religion?*— There is ano- 



lag! >^Ba on Bscrament 01178, humtk 
luppens to be a baptism and a ebm^/', 
ing, it u repeated no- less tbid ^glrt>' 
times, ip the space of alKNit.two hoia^v . 
Use may recondle us to any thing, boVi ' 
alisurd soever it be—witness the popisltr" 
cereraosies — but let ns suppose, fhwl'^ 
any *ii the seetarists of the countiy; . 
■heoldj in tbeir poblxc devotions, M ' 
01% of the same tautology, what. 
, Sniud we tlunk and say of them?, 
SfaQold TB not eonelnde the; wera 
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^^By the same absurd conjunetiou 
of the three aneient services into one^ 
i¥e are obliged by the laws of our 
church to pray for the kiug no less 
than five times every Lord's day mora* 
ing; and on communion days even six. 

^' If I were a bishop or a rich pluralist^ 
or a fat rector^ my eyes might be so 
far blinded with gold dust that I should 
not see these imperfections of our public 
service; but as it is^ I do see them^ and 
feel them^ and groan under them every 
8abbath day of my life. They may 
love such things that will^ I do not. 

^^ Some of the objections, which are 
usually made to several parts of our 
ecclesiastical code of doctrines and 
laws, are of great consequence in them« 
selves; and as they respectively con- 
stitute a part of the general system, and 
are connected with other things of a 
more serious and objectionable nature^ 
and as We are compelled to swear obe- 
dience to all the canons, and subscribe^ 
ex animo, to all and every thing con- 
tained in the common prayer, &c. as 
being agreeable to the holy scriptures; 



tbc leut 4eTui|i9D fto|« |^qu w^ 
tiireB, beeoine jjreat and wu^tf - AM 
tboDct 4JiMe cm be n» Mliil ot^j^iin 
to the d«etdo<» ol tha eilftbUsbi&eal 
in geneAl, yet seeinc tbere are aoM 
tbiogB, vbien cut^Dly are re^vh^n! 
8ible,-and tboae too of no verrii^lllj 
/er^Qt nature^ the utpositioa of ihein  
ii manner ao spl^n,* it aa -coidfesiiBn 
^at hardship, and not to be juaUfi^ 
upoD any ptioeiple of expedience wbt^' 
ever. There is not a bishop in En^ 
ladd wlio does not continually tratuil 
gress one or more of the 141 canons; 
and, there is not aq episcopal charaet«t 
in the nation^ who can lay hie bai^ 
upon his heart, and appeal to heave^ 
that he believes all and every thing fail 
subscribes. Why then not strive if 
repeal what is faulty ? Why not eaiit 
the labouring consciences of those cler* 
gy men who are upright in the land ? ' 
-'' Chillingworth's conduct has hada 
considerable effect in reconciling tlq 
eleigy to enbaeribe to doctrines whleM 
they avowedly do not believe. For ^ 
decluedj in a letter to Sbeldon^ tha^ 



'^ if he subscribed, he subscribed his 
own damnation/' and yet in no lon^ 
s^ace of time, he -actually did siibscribe 
tb the articles of the church again and 
again ! Lord ! what is matt ! 

" The salvo by which he aiid soine 
other clergymen get over their scruples^ 
is, to subscribe the 39 articles as arti- 
cles and terms of peace. ThiS is a 
shameful evasion, and inconsistent with 
common lionesty. At this rate, a man 
in Italy may subscribe Pius's creed j 
in Turkey the koran of Mohammed; 
or in a Jewish government, the talmud 
of the Rabbins. 

" 1 have been struck with a similar 
sentiment in Maine's Age Of Reason; 
and here at least I agree with him, 
though we differ toto coelb, upon almost 
every tiling where the sacred writings 
are concerned > — " It is impossible to 
calculate the moral mischief, if 1 iiiay 
so express it, ihat mental lying has. 
jproduced in society. When a man ha9 
so far corrupted and prostituted the 
chastity of his mind, as to subscribie^ 
liis professional betief of things 'Which 
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he does not believe, he has prepared 
himself for the commission of every 
other erime. He takes up the trade oif 
priest for the sake of gain, and to 
qualify himself for that trade, he begins 
with perjury. Can we conceive any 
thing more destructive of morality than 
this?" 

" This subject is considered in a ve- 
ry serious point of view by Burnet, 
only he applies it to our declaring that 
we are moved by the Holy Ghost to 
preach the gospel. 

'^ A clergyman of our church hath 
said — "If any one asks, what the ex- 
pressions in scripture, regenerate — bom 
of the spirit — new creatures, mean ? — 
We answer, that they mean nothing ! 
nothing to us! nothing to be found, 
or sought for, in the present circum- 
stances of Christianity." — This gen- 
tleman knows that these declarations of 
his are extremely diflerent from the 
doctrines of the church of Kngland, and 
yet since he published these sentiments, 
he has subscribed more than once, and 
as far as appeajrs, would subscribe again 
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1 again if two or three more good 
iferments sliould fall in his way. 
^ My indigoation compels me to say, 
.t a body of clergy of that descrip- 
a — however learned, ingenious^ and 
rlhy they may be in other respects, 
iserve extirpation from the face of 

earth ; and if there be a judgment 
come, our doom shall be uncommon- 
severe. The Scripture declares^ all 
rs shall have their part in the lake 
it burueth with fire and brimstone, 
id what more solemn lie can there 
, than subscribing our names, that 
> believe a number of propositions, 
lich in our consciences we judge to 

false? unless it be that other decla- 
ion, *^ we trust we are moved by the 
)ly Ghost to preach the gospel," 
leu we do not believe there is any 
)ly Ghost, but laugh at every pre- 
ition of tlie sort as Methodism and 
(husiasm? If the Lord be a God of 
owledge by whom actions are weigh- 
, wc prevaricating parsons shall have 
sad account to give another day. Wc 
ly keep up our heads a few years 
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iipv'', while in pogfsessipia of two^ o^ 
tiiree gopd liyings^and the world smiles, 
upon us, but thp day of darkuess is at 
no great distance, when nothing but in- 
tegrity and conscious uprightuess. will 
stand us in any stead, and when i^e 
cjergy become, generally p.i;evarica,tpra 
lyitU their solemn subscription!?, tUet 
&te of the ^Knglish church i^ deter- 
ipjned. 

^^ We are all popes' in our own way: 
every denomination has its imperious 
and overbearing dictators. — Let no man 
iJiink the worse of the New-Testament- 
religion, because of the different hobby- 
horses which we parsons think proper 
to ride. Our order has had its day; 
and a pretty long day it has been ! The 
pope has ridden the bishops, the bish- 
ops have ridden the priests, and the 
priests have ridden the people. 

^^ Eveiy man is an oppressor who 
holds that which ought to be in the 
hands of another.— It does not appear 
to me, ' that we can justly blame any 
man for being a deist, while the great 
body of us, the bishops and clergy^^ 
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conduct ourselves in the manner we 
usually do. The spirit of hierarchy 
is in direct opposition to the spirit of 
the gospel. A conscientious deist, if 
such can be found, who worships God 
in spirit and in truth, is infinitely pre* 
ferable to a proud, haughty, pompous 
bishop, or dignified clergyman, who 
trades in livings and souls ; and will 
be damned with a damnation far less 
severe. Bishops and clergymen oLthis 
description, profess what they will^ai'e 
infidels at bottom. They believe no- 
thing of the spirit of Christianity. Re- 
ligion is their trade, and gain with 
them is godliness. They live in the 
spirit of the ancient Scribes and Pha- 
risees, and they may expect to share in 
the fate of the Scribes and Pharisees. 

^^ Mr. Ostervald, attributes the cor- 
ruption of the people chiefly to the cler- 
gy. — ^^ The cause of the corruption of 
Christians is chiefly to be found in the 
clergy. I do not mean to speak here of 
all churchmen indiflferently. We must 
do right to some, who distinguish them* 
telves by their talents, their zeal, and 
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and infill have amonfi; ibem, men o(v 
"warm imagiuadons and feeble inteL- 
lects; and wtaerever^ persons of tliisfj 
description, become strongly impressed 
with the importance ofreligious truth, 
they seldom fail to disgrace the party 
to which they belong. There is no 
remedy for such unfortunate -cases, bat 
to use our best endeavours to restrain 
and keep them within the bounds of 
moderation. This however is usually 
extremely difficult; for all such persons 
are most commonly wiser than ten men 
that can render a reason. They are 
blown up with self-importance^ consi- 
der themselves as the peculiar favourites 
of heaven, and under the immediate 
teachings and leadings of the Divine 
Spirit. While this persuasion con- 
tinues^ they treat the direction of scrip- 
ture as a dead letter, and in vain do 
you attempt to reduce them to order, 
and the sober dictates of reason and 
common sense.^' And sometimes the 
preachers are even worse than the peo- 
ple ; who, instead of discouraging this 
frantic spirit, those sparks of human 



iire, exert all their vociferous eloquence 
to fan it to a flame, by working their 
animal passions up to the highest pitch 
of ei^thusiastic delirium ! 
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DEPARTMENT IV. 

An Appeal to men of reason and common tense, relative to 
the impartiality and consistency of the doctrines uftbc 
BibU 

9 

WE have exhibited in the antecedent 
department, as clear as a ray of light 
in an uucluuded atmosphere, some fla- 
grant instances wherein the rights of 
.God are infringed ; our object now is 
to prove his impartiality fram scrip- 
ture, reason, and common sense. Well 
might the apostle exclaim, '^ Let God 
be true, and every man a liar/' The 
infinite and impartial goodness of Gtid 
is so amazing and divine, in my esti- 
mation, that the ideas resulting there;* 
from are too big to be born alive ! \ 
cannot find language suflJciently sonp^ 
rous, to express the glowing sentimentt 
of my mind ! ! Indeed, when I serious- 
ly meditate upon the Divine goodness, 
manifested to myself from youth to age, 
and at the same time reflect upon my 
manifold delinquency, I can only ex- 
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my sensibility and gratitnde with 
which more than speak ! 

« After all that I have done, 
He does no longer chide. 

«* Tears of joy my eyes o'erflow. 
That I have any hope of heav'n; 

Much of love I ought to know, 
For I have much forgiv'n.'* 

fVould here entreat the reader to 
a counter march into the rear of 

and recapitulate the abundant 
es of God, that he also may par- 
te the joys of heaven^ which are 
Ssprins; of gratitude. Angels have 
ng to give tlie Mmighty but grati- 

and man may make the same of- 
;. For grateful angels and grate- 
en are the same as the minor and 
re chihlren of the same kind pa- 

Perhaps it would be insulting the 
rstanding of the reader to suggest 

a doubt of his ingratitude to God. 
r instance, a certain man received 
Qany years, innumerable favours 
benefactions, from a certain bene- 
it rulerj if; after all these partici- 
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pations of his liberal! ty^this man should 
unhappily forfeit this ruler's favour anil 
friendship^ by repeated acts of hostility 
and delinquency ; if instead of punish- 
ing his base ingratitude with unrelent-* 
ing severity, he followed him in all his 
wanderings, preserved him. from ten 
thousand dangers, provided for all his 
wants, and used every method which 
wisdom cand power could invent, to 
<:ausc him to return to his own happi- 
ness : if, after receiving every insult^ 
abuse and injury, from this ungratefdl 
man, this faithful friend should rescue 
him from a premature death, which his 
guilt was bringing upon him, by btibr- 
ing himself ah expiatory sacrifice fot 
the atonement of his complicated guiltji 
the just for the unjust ; I say, after all 
tliese tokens of infinite love, would it 
not be ofiering an insult to the common 
sense of the man, who received all tUei^e 
favours, to solicit him to love liis frieiid 
and benefactor? Most assuredly it 
would. According to the old atdag^^ 
^^ seeing is believing, but feelin^^ is the 
naked truth f^ who then, I ^oufd agk, 



193 

has not felt that God is good ; that has 
not participated the plenitude of his 
divine liberality? Not one! The simi- 
litude therefore needs no application^ it 
is obvious to the meanest capacity* 
Well might Bpictetus affirm^ that ^^ the 
only foundation of true piety is this, to 
have right opinions and apprehensions 
of God/^ Hence, " there is a dead 
faith and a living faith, one of which 
overcomes the world, and the other is 
overcome by the world.'' How, I would 
ask, can a man possess true faith, who 
entertains the most erroneous and con- 
temptible apprehensions, of the true 
and living God ; thkiself-existent Be- 
ing, who only is absolute in dominion, 
infinitely benevolent, supremely just, 
pure, holy, happy and beautiful, the 
source of all being, and the sum total of 
all excellence. His mode of existence 
is impenetrable, as his immensity and 
essence are indescribable ; his bound- 
less goodness, and inimitable beauty, 
known only to himself ; he is at once 
the most sublime, and the most simple 
of all intelligences ! he cannot err, nor 
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do any thing but what is both just and 
good; this is the being I both love, ad- 
mire and fear; and whose impartial 
justice and goodness I feel the most 
cogent desire to vindicate. But alas ! 
it is impossible for me, or even all the 
men in the world, in conjunction with 
all the angels in heaven to exhibit, or 
delineate the thousandth, thousandth 
thousandth part of the immutability of 
his justice, the infinitude of his good- 
ness, and the magnitude of his sove- 
reign beauty. In attempting to display 
even a particle thereof in these stric- 
tures, I feel like a child endeavouring 
to exhibit the brilliancy of the sun witk 
the light of a candle. The divine good- 
ness must be infinite, amazing and di- 
vine, or it never could endure such 
iugratitude, rebellion and manifold de- 
linquencies, as have been observable 
in my life and conduct for many years. 
His amazing power is permanently dis- 
played in the planetary system : 

" The unwearied sun from day to day, 
Doth his Creatof*s poVt dv^\iVvf * 
And publishes to even Xwvdi, 
The work of av, A\m^?;>^xY\vv^^'' 
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It has been ascertained almost to a 
matbematical certainty^ that our sun and 
itsattendantplanets^arebutavery small 
part of the works of God. The fixed 
stars are cooBidered the centre of sys- 
tems, as magnificent as our solar sys- 
tem, with an appropriate number of 
planets moving round each of them ; 
as therefore the fixed stars are innume- 
rable, we may fairly conclude from 
analogy, that there are innumerable 
systems in creation. When we con- 
sider for a moment, the prodigious 
number of stars to be seen, with a good 
telescope, on the milky-way, we must 
be astonished at the architecture of the 
great Jehovab. Indeed the famous 
Jh. Herschel, has seen with bis in- 
eomparable telescope, in 41 minutes 
£58,000 stars in the milky.way. If 
we take our intellectual eyes from the 
starry skies, aud view the roaring seas, 
we shall see specimens of the Creator's 
power. Let any intelligent man, if he 
does not wish to view the ocean, only 
take a drop of water, aaA V\ft'»i ** 
throagb a good bVcToacA'^^} kq.^^*. 
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will no doubt^ see many ammalculefl, 
which cannot be seen with the naked 
eye, and yet, each of these diminutive  
animals, are as perfect in their kind, as 
a whale ; each of them possessing the 
whole apparatus of animal life, such aa 
heat, bones, muscles, nerves, arteries, 
lungs, veins, viscera, animal spirits,* 
&;c. &c. Let us for a moment view 
the fecundity of fishes, that we may 
appreciate in some manner the power 
and wisdom of God. The celebrated 
naturalist Lenwenhock, counted nine 
million eggs in a common sized cod ; 
shad, herrings, and many other species 
of fish, are also exceedingly prolific ! 
Indeed, the inhabitants of Norway, 
Lapland, and many other parts of the 
v^orld, livfe principally upon fish, pro- 
vided by the energy and goodness of 
Grod. We need not then look only to 
the enormous whale, which could scarce 
find sufficient room to swim in the river 
Delaware, for a specimen of the won- 
derful works of God, but look through 
a drop of water, and view animalcules 
swimming as perfectas in theirformatioa 
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as the whale. In the brute, creation, 
God has also exhibited Lis wonderful 
shill and power ; for a proof of which 
I would recommend the reader to at- 
tend Mr. Peale's elegant and splendid 
Museum,* at the moderate price of SS 
cents, wherein are exhibited 100,000 

* This splendid «*ttUitbn)ent under the patmntn 
of governnienl, hM became tbe moBt exiensive, useful 
and iniereiiing in the United Soiei. and but little in- 
ferior to the Impeiiil Museums of Europe. It ii dia- 
plavfd wiih method and neilnesa, in the following 
order; T^e Qu»dni]«d Hoom, which eontiina IBS 
animali, all preserved in approprisie allinidei, and all 
but tlie lirgeai in glass caiee, besido homi. ikins, &c. 
The L"ng Room is furnished with an ele^nt distday 
of Birds, in glass eases, To the amount of 1340i a. se- 
ries of Porliairs of distinguished chuacten, 140 in 
number, induding Those which are at present in the 
other roorns, and noT Includi g various other Ficiuresj 
a iplendid cotlection of Minerals and Fossils, 1930i 
besides Insects and miscellaneous curiosities, ujceed- 
ing 6000; and a large, rich toned kcy'i Organ "f 8 

stops The Mammr,Th Hoom eihibiis the siupen- 

doei skeleton of the Maitimoth. wbicn Vas dui; ^rn 
a morass in Ulster county, N. Vo.k. in 1801, by C W. 

viin skeleton measures 18 feet in length, and ll fee, 5 
inches in height; contrasted with the i-^eleton of a 
M ruse. In this room are likewise Wax F ^ures of In- 
dims. &c. habited in iheir own dresses i I>.struments 
of War. Tools, and Dresses;' of Indian and other na- 
tions, 800 in number— The M»iine Room (up the 
Lobby -stairs) coi, tains, 121 Fishes, 148 bn kes M2 
Lizards, 40 Tottoise* • id Turtles, and of Shells and 
R 3 



198 

articles worthy of the inspection of the 
peasant and the potentate ; there he may 
see animals with the assistance of the 
microscope, not observable with the na- 
ked eye, and there he may see the skel-. 
eton of the enormous Mammoth or Me- 
galonyx, a carnivorous animal, which, 
when alive, was about ^ feet high, and 
60 feet long. Perhaps God made these 
animals to show what he could do, and 
then graciously destroyed the race, 
lest they should destroy both man and 
beast. In the above museum, which 
has been greatly improved, by the in- 
genuity and indefatigable exertions of 
Mr. Peale, may also be seen, thou- 
sands of the feathered tribe in great per* 
fection ; there the ingenious observer^ 
may contrast the (Enormous eagle, with 
the delicate and diminutive humming^ 
bird. We have made these few pi^U* 
minary remarks, which do not properly 

Corals, &c. 1044, besides«cases humourously exhibiting 

a. vuiietjr of Monkies employed in the occupations of 

m^. And, lastly separated ?tom \.Vv\s toom in a private 

apartment, a variety of An3i\oi£VYC,^\'Pte^«^<v^^^>^5RSsst- 

^ities. Skeletons, &c. 
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belong to this department, with the view 
of attracting the reader's attention, to the 
consideration of the power and good- 
ness of God in the creation. First re- 
questing pardon for the digression, we 
will proceed to the appeal relative to 
the impartiality and consistency of the 
doctrines of the Bible, which, for my 
own part, I am morally certain, are 
just and generous, as well as correct, 
at least the fundamental ones. 

I will not pretend to deny that any 
mistakes have attended the translators 
of the Bible in their researches : indeed, 
there are some things mentioned in the 
Old Testament, which, I am confident 
kk the opinion, are mis-translations. 
And there are other things, perhaps, 
which savour of the political opinions 
of the translators. For instance, the 
men, who with a cringing servility, 
and fulsome adulation, entitled a poor 
proud, petulant worm of the earthy with 
appellations only applicable to God, 
surely would flatter royalty with all 
lowliness^ in their tTaiis\«Aa.ox^ ^^ '^^ 
Bible. The men vtIlo cu^VV^^l IKv^^ 
Ames the ^^most \A^ «^^ issv^vj 
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SriQc« James/' or the Most High prince 
ames^ or if you please^ the Almighty 
prince James^ all of which are synoiii* 
mous termsy which the translators of 
the Bible most assuredly did ; I say, 
(or at least; 1 firmly believe) that such 
servile mortals would, in order to court 
the favour and smile of such a prince, 
make certain parts of Scripture to sa* 
vour of absolute monarchy, and preach 
unconditional submission to the higher 
powers, on pain of eternal damnation. 
But leaving every other part of Scrip- 
ture out of the question, the sermon of 
our high and mighty, and I would add, 
glorious and gracious Redeemer, is a 
sufficient light to direct our wandering 
feet into the path that leads to cverlast* 
ting day, and tallies in every punctilic^ 
with the sentiments suggested in the 
book of creation. Even the famous 
political writer, Thomas Paine, in his 
miserable theological work, entitled the 
^^Age of Reason,'' allows, that the 
morals inculcated by the gracious Re- 
deemer, (blessed be his most holy 
name,) exceed any thing of the kind 
ever written by the pen of man. The 



SOI 

mptures of truths give a faithful his- 
rical account of the people of God in 
Serent ages of the worlds and hii^ 
ovidential favours conferred upon 
sm ; they also contain the precious 
ctrines of Christy with his exhorta- 
ms^ declarations and sentences.—- 
Iiere is a majesty of style, a coherence 
parts, an equilibrium in sentiment, 
brilliancy of imagery in the book of 
)d, not to be found in any other book 
the world. Will any of the critics 
mpare Homer's Iliad, or VirgiPs 
!nead to it? These beautiful epic 
lems, when compared to the poetry 
David, is like comparing a drop of 
iter to the ocean. The world would 
ive been better, if neither Homer nor 
irgil had ever composed a line : the 
ject of the first seems to have been 
B encouragement of war and blood- 
ed, and the object of the other, to 
tter royalty with a cringing servility, 
d sycophantic adulation, and for 
bich he was superbly rewarded by 
\i Roman emperor Augustus. Gould 
B Scriptures be read in the languages 
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illucidating the sabred page^ cast a 
gloom over it, and it is frequeatly hard- 
er to understand their expositions^ than 
the things they attempt to expound. 
Hence some parts of scripture are in- 
volved in such obscurities, that the aid 
of the Holy Spirit which dictated 
them, is indispensably necessary, in 
order to ascertain their excellency and 
spirituality: with this divine aid we 
shall be drawn into piety, persuaded to 
practise virtue, taught the lessons of 
immortality, and illuminated with a ray 
from heaven. Those therefore, who 
seek spiritual illumination, from com- 
mentaries, or the books and sermons of 
college manufactured clergymen, are 
seeking the living among the dead. 
Those who listen only to the voice of 
a man with the outward ear, may get 
their ears titilled, but their hearts can 
only be touched by the voice of Grod. 
A spirit can only be discerned by a 
spirit. As the sweetness of honey can 
be better ascertained by tasting it, than 
by the most elaborate and scientific dis- 
quisitions, on the pleasurable gratifica- 



ttAnvesHltiiig^^tttt the partici[M;tidtt uf 
i^ so ha best IrtMWb Oo% tad iiacCMfl 

h^ Mul ItfthMi iMulet;tWil fiCAttli; «M 
belmlds hi« «0V««^ Ifftalfllf "wi^ Uft 
iilWMrd «;^B$ 'win hetts th6 ttuJik: <tf 
Ms voice fri^ ^ itt'tt'iird «aM^ ii%b 
tastes the celeiAitil sNreets oT hia love, 
Mth thelipa of hU sonl ; intiWf, Wltb 
handles the word of ^fe with his vHbA- 
lectnal hands. ''Taste and «ee, (Iheire- 
fote, 'exdaima' Oavid] ho>w gooA.i^ 
Ijdrd is/' uofby sj^ecuUtranj bdt gi^- 
ful venaktion. 

' If the ScriptureB we iroe, none W6 
Christiiuis, but those Ytito vm led ^ 
the spirit of £^. Hbw Ihett'WiH autny 
of our doctors of di^inify, ahd mMJiKts 
of arts Itppear, viho cImbl io l^tfch 
power and stiperiotit; in tbe ditirai df 
Christ? Whto n6t only lii 
but the iaftnence of tb 
selves, bat call aH thMe 
fima:tica, ^rfaa JuMrt Uu 
is«ttaiiuiUe iii ibis life, , 

Hng witnesi ftf ^ B| 
Huch teachenji ^ IP 



adherendaii I veiy lAachrfear^ do not.:^ 
know JeAia by the Holy &host. lb-, 
deed^ tbey caooot be the sons of God, 
while they are, led by the spirit of the^ 
devil. They may talk about the know- 
ledge of the truth, the same as a par* 
rot, who has been, taught to say a ieir 
words ; but they cannot know the Fa* 
ther experimentally, : without the Sc^' 
nw the Son, without the influence w 
the holy Spirit. A great many texts of ^ 
Scripture might be adduced, to confirm;, 
this hypothesis, or rather fhndamental 
truth^ biit I would refer the reader ti 
my ^^ Collection of Scripture Proml^ 
ses," where this argumentation is more 
fully demonstrated : at present I will^' 
only shew the indispensable necessitt^ 
of every Christian being influenced!:^ 
enlightened, and stimulated by the api*^ 
lit of Christ, from Scripture testimony. 
^^ It is the spirit that quickeneth i l£e 
flesh profiteth nothing ; the words thai I '^j 
speak, unto yob, they are spirit, and they'\ 
are life.^^— John vi. 63. ^^ And they^ 
^ ^ere all filled with the Holy GVd)^ j 
and began to speak with other tonguiuk ; 
. i|i9 the spirit give them utterance.^^-^^ ] 

  i 
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.Sets ii. 4. " There is, iber^ore, now 
DO eondemnatioD to them which are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 
flesh, bat after the sprit. For the law 
of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus^ 
hath made me free from the -law of sin 
and death. But ye are not in the flesh, 
hut in the spirit, if so be that the spirit 
of God dwell in yon. Now, if any man 
bave not the spirit of Christ, he is none 
of his. But if the spirit of him that 
raised up Jesus from the dead, dwell in 
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with groaaingd wbich cminot be utter i 
tA.''—Mom. viii. i, S, 9, 11, la, 45, 
16, 86. 

Since, therefore,, it is so clearly proy^ 
4d from Scripture, that it ^s the privi^ 
lege of every Chri«tiw to Ijiave tJt^ spi- 
rit of Christ (Vwelling in him, and that 
^< Whosoever hath not the spirit of Gpdl 
19. none qf his,'' what miserable fpUy i^ 
it to oppose this wholesome and happjf- 
fying doctrine, which to believe and 
obey is life eternal? The spirit of Christ 
leadi^ to all truth and felicity, yet it is 
rejected by most professors, while cuir 
own spirits lead to all folly and mise- 
ry ; yet, alas ! we follow them w:ith 
avidity. The spirit of God never leads 
a ^au to do a cruel act : hut the spirit 
of the devil has stimulated men, in the 
name of God and religion to murder 
millions of men; at the same time 
asserting, that Scripture commanded, 
that reason allowed, aud tradition sti- 
mulated them to extirpate by fire and 
sword, so i¥iany of their fellow worms 
from the face of the earth ! All this 
was the consequence of their rejecting 



the spirit of God. 4nd obeying the evil 
spirit. ; 

Have act the Pagans perseetrted flii 
Papists? tb^ Papists the Protestants? 
ffae Pro«SsfiMt8'the Pii$^^ 
Fresbyteriatis the Baptists? the Bap^ 
tists the^Qnakelrs? iUia-^-«-*~-4i^ dm*. , 
eaey commands itae to iitop. The Ket. 
is^ in most is( the denominatioiis that I 
know^ there aTcf popes, bishops^ iind 
tyrannical die£tatorlr. We need not loo^ 
only to Surojie, to view It perseeatini; 
intolerant spirit ; In Amema it ms^ 
also be seen in its dictatorial atlltade^ 

' and ^^b its arbitrary appenda|^8. I 
eoald give a tragical pietare of the ii^ 
tolerance of- a certain denominatioi^ 
vhomi one would think/from their eri- 
gin^ would be the last to stand forwaril 

' #in support of this terrible aaxiUu^ «(t 
belly (I meali^ ecclesiastieal tyraimjf) 

^ which would cause thie nlHlanthi^o(tet 

. to melt into tears ! Indeea^ a persecute 
ing spirit^ in whatever form it mty be 
assimilated^ whatever name it may iaa* 
i^ame^ oir whatever excuse it may ^twij^,^ 
whether it is iu miniature or majmitudi^ ^ 

. il «mt ^ a oi »fod lj> » fa^ auxmiryi o|. 






bell; Qie ctfne and disgrace of tbe iuis>' 
nian race^ .'-^ 

It seenu that aocietiiiB are as pmoV'' 
to degumat* as mdiTidaalSr ao^'A^on , 
the same cause — 1 mean ,pnap^itf-'^ 
Benut I will agau assert^ tluimdveiUv 
ail^ ia the pabmi nf ^rtne imd trsft-jnt-,; 
Sl^TO^both aa it nspeota iDdivid«HLh^^ 
f aa^dl as associatiiMia ot Hum. TJd4^ 
I can testify from experieDde. Galamity 
has caused me to seek refuge in thb 
. bo&om of God, while the peraectttiora 
and caloBiDy of sectarians^ has caoaed 
the scales to fall from my iutellectoal 
eyes, has removed the [nrejudice of my 
education, and local [H^possesuoHs; . 
has caused me to look ftvm the in- 
dwelling of the Hpirit of truth, as my 
infallible criterion and dictator, and n«(t « 
the vodferong eloquence of those inter- 
ested and arbitraiy worms of the eatth^ 
who call themselves rev. andrightrer.- 
doctws of divinity; or with a HtftB 
modification of title, but witii the saoM 
ju^bHraty power, are called bishops, 
eldersf deacmis, &c. 
, M i« the most di»ca\V. ftwwL ^ «&*» 
iroj^j to remove \«aa. ¥K>^*^^^ 
^o«» standing prepoM»«tf«*' ^ 



^UHV tWw<tni^oUt)e«t t/ad Kcletias. 

ticaf ^Traany Cwioi do it Meo caq. 

stB. tl^ mIow cnaturea oppressed^ 

■Ad KpgJMuA and jiutify ihe o]^ressor. 
^ Iput £f bf^ity tb&y participate the 
I samft o|^rfM!H^ th^ Htmetunes da 
[ K6ttk«rt&tellectaateye«(meiied there- 
i vy : and then^ aad not till then, they 
 will seek refuge in QvA, and see the 
i absurdity and kervility of apologizing 
t foTy Or viudicatiiig the cause of the op- 



many well disposed ^eople^ nnrlu 
doubts relative to the impartiality of tl 
great Jebovah^ which we will now e 
deavour to remove by the most reaso 
able and scriptural argumentation, 
is a fact as lamentable as it is obvioo 
that man is a fallen creature ; that 1 
is not now as he was when first creates 
that the cause of his present miserafa 
condition^ is his own criminalit| 
that as the eternal and immutable lai 
of order were violated by the deli 
quency of man, an adequate punis! 
ment must follow the same, and n 
thing but an expiatory sacrifice .cou 
make God, consistent with himself, 
(as the Scriptures declare) just, and y 
the jnstifier of those, who relied ujh 
this exertion of divine wisdom ai 
goodness in the great Creator, for tl 
relief of his fallen creatures. Th 
such was the immense and boundle 
mercy of God, that he gave the Son < 
. his love a sacrifice, to make a full ai 
perfect atonement for the delinquent 
of man, as without such an atonemei 
li would be impossible for any of tl 
Aomaja family to be teaexi^^ Iwia. S 



r4iins of the fall ; finally^ that noae are 
d wmed to futi^re w^ery^ but those who^ 
despi&e and disheliev^ this instance of 
iinutterat)le^ in(X)iu;eiva]ble^ super-emi* 
nent^ and supei^rcelestiai gpo4<^essj| wis- 
dom, power and love. 

There hi^ve been menj^ who in for^* 
mer times invented the unreasonable 
doctrine of absolute and uncoqdit^onal 
i^prohatiou,. hy twisting a^d straining 
the wordi^ of Sapyed Writ. As many 
great and good men ha.ve already^ from 
Scripture^ reason and antiquity^ refut- 
ed this hatetu) and horrible doctrine, J 
will say but little relative to it ; yet as 
t it is pointedly opposed, both to the 
title and subject matter of my book, I 
iBiust intersperse here and there, a 
pointed remark on its inutility, incon- 
sistency, and ungenerosity, as it indi- 
rectly makes God the author of all the 
moral mischief that is, or ever was, or 
ever will be in the world, in contra- 
diction to this anti-scriptural doctrine, 
I do contend, that God who delights 
not in the death of a sinner^ buA vrvUs. 
all $balLhe saved, W^ ^N^aXaA^^^^^ 
8oB, who is the mteUecivxaS.X^^^ s&^*»»- 



world, XluA wlnw^erlieliiftTeUi'in 1 
fliiall be MTed. And thu light enlig 
ens «rei7 man tbat eometh into 1 
world, and. tallies with the beaoti 
lesfton (uliieh 1 have already asserti 
obBerrable in the book of natore, i. 
th»t we should learn from the goodni 
of 06A to ns all> to be kind to ea 
other. IX also manifegts what ii''i 
prorable io oor conduct, and tta^ 
all godliness; temperance, and rigfa 
onraess. And this light dotb .often: 
a long time, shine upon itte' minds 
all men, and would moo^^bidnbital 
work out the salvation of all, if not i 
 Bisted ; but as it would be nnreagoi 
blc, or rather impossible for God 
force a free, intelligent being to ofa 
the light and love the truth, (as tl 
would be deatro;)ring hts free agency 
consequently his spirit will not alwa 
■trire^ with man, nor his light alwa 
shine apon those, who love darkni 
rath«r than light because their dec 
■re evil.  , 

£veijf argument against the nniv^ 



«»% of Christ's death, and God^s k 



h/'Vi»y be answered by Uie < 
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claration and annunciation of the an- 
gelic host to the shepherds, at the birth 
of Christ; namely, ^^ Behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people/' Now, if the 
doctrine of absolute reprobation is true, 
the declaration of the angel was false. 
A manifestation of the saving grace of 
God is given to every man, in every 
country, for them to profit therewith; 
and none are condemned, but those 
^ who abuse this grace, and shut their 
f eyes against the light of the spirit* 
- Our blessed Redeemer tasted death for 
W all men, of all kinds, of all colours, 
and of all languages ; even those who 
are excluded by some inevitable acci- 
dent, from any outward knowledge of 
his sufferings, death, and resurrection ; 
and although unacquainted with hi$ 
history, they may participate the ben^ 
fit of his death, by obeying the dictates 
of his spirit, and walking in the light 
of his grace ; by doing to others, what 
they wish others to do unto them, on 
which all the law and the prophets 
hang ; and finally, by loving the power 
by whose inward touch they find tbeiOr 
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tiotiy without any regard to their mt- 
delify or impenitency. 

ARTICLE u. 
Of the Merit and effect ofChrial^s death. 

^' That Jesus Christ hath not raffer- 
ed death for any other, but for the elect 
only; having neither had any intent 
nor commandment of his Father, to 
make satisfaction for the sins of the 
whole world. 

ARTICLE III. 
Of Marl's Will in the State of Nature. 

^' That by Adam's fall, his posterity 
lost their free will, being put to an una- 
voidable necessity to do, or not to do^ 
whatsoever they do, or do not, whether 
it be good or evil ; being thereunto pre- 
destinated by the eternal and effectual 
secret decree of GK>d. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Of the manner of Conversicn* 
^^ That God, to save his elect from 
the coiTupt jnass^ do^ \3i&i^\i %bS^Na^. 
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them by a power equal to that whereby 
he created the worlds and raised up 
the dead; insomuch that such unto 
whom he gives that grace^ cannot re- 
ject it, and the rest being reprobate^ 
cannot accept of it. 

ARTICLE V* 

Of the Certainty of Perseverance* 

" That such as have once received 
that grace by faith, can never fall from 
it finally, or totally, notwithstanding 
the most enormous sins they can com- 
mit." 



VW\'\.^VW 



Do not these articles not only dis- 
lionour God, but also render Christ's 
death ineffectual? Do they not make 
the gospel a mere farce? Do they not 
make the coming of Christ a griev- 
ous and unavoidable curse, to a very 
large, majority ot the human family ? 
// th^ doctrine oi a\>»Q\\xV^ y^^^^'^'^vba.- 
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tion is true, mankind are in a far worse. . 
condition than the devils! for this plain 
reason — ^the devilis once were supreme- 
ly happy, and had a fair chance of 
continuing in that state, had it not been 
for their own wilful crimes ; and more: 
over, they are only punished for their 
own actual rebellion against the best 
of beings ; but according to the above 
doctrine, millions and billioqis of wre- 
tched mortals, from infancy to old age, 
arc pi*ecipitated into everlasting and 
unutterable misery, for the sins of their . 
progenitors; although they themselves 
never committed any actual sin, which 
children wlio die in infancy never did; 
and those who have committed actual 
sin are compelled thereunto, by the 
absolute decree of God, and yet iarc 
punished for what it is impossible to 
avoid! The beasts of the field are a 
thousand times happier than wretched 
man, according to the above doctrine ; 
because, although they may endure 
many hardships in this life, death is 
ihe boundary of them ^V\*^ ^nXsax^'^^^ 
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death is only the beginning of the bit- 
terest pains of man^ unhappy man ! 

Surely to preach the gospel to those 
who are reprobated by decree, is to 
add insult to injury ; and yet, in this 
city of Philadelphia, I could point to 
clergymen who get from 1500 to 3000 
dollars per annum, for reading (not 
preaching) two sermons to such indi- 
viduals every sabbath, which are some- 
times in vindication of absolute repro- 
bation ; yet these priest-ridden people 
pay a man an enormous salary for thus 
insulting their understandings,by read- 
ing sermons (which a school-boy could 
do perhaps better than they can) which 
dooms them to irrecoverable woe. 

It is morally impossible to point out 
the inconsistency, the absurdity, as 
well as the blasphemy of this blasphe- 
mous doctrine ! If it is true, it was so- 
lemn mockery for Christ to command, 
or his ministers to ^' preach his gospel 
to every creature" that is human! Such 
ministers, who advocate and preach 
this doctrine, have continually a lie in 
their mouths. In one breath they cry 
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out ia the langaageof Scripture, <<The 
spirit and the bride say come, and 
let hiia that hears come, and Whoever 
will may come, and take of the watem- 
of life freely, without money and with- 
out price ;" yet in the next breath they 
^  vociferate, " Chriat, by the grace of 
 Grod, died only for the elect !" Does 
not this doctrine impeach God with 
perjury ? He has solemnly sworn, that 
he has ''no pleasure in the death of 
a sinner," and at the same time com- 
mands every oneof thcmto <' turn from 
their sins and live." Exek, xxxiii. 14. 
Would God make this declaration, in 
conjunction with tliis oath, if he did 
not will their happiness ? and if it was 
not possible for them to turn fi-om their 
sins and live? It is impossible. Those 
dignified clergymen, who advocate this 
cruel doctrine, must be deluded by the 
devil, whose primary object is to de- 
preciate the excellency of the divine 
character, than which, nothing can do 
it more effectually than the above doc- 
trine. 



aapremely ungnteful rebels, who ahti 
themselves oat from the light, and cm-. 
Inmniate the holy Spirit by which it is 
m&nifested to a guilty, nldned world. 
If therefore, euch rebels are doomed to 
eternal darkness, the impartiality of' 
Jehovah should not in justice he im- 
peached, but the obduracy and ingrati- 
tude ofmaa. All necessary means and 
ineAsares are abundantly provided, for 
the temporal and eternal happiness oi 
man, by the boundless mercy of God; 
if, therefore, he is unhappy, either here 
OF hereafter, it is bis obduracy and in-' 
gratitude makes him so. 

The doctrine of the universality of 
Christ's death, which Hcripture, rea- 
!}OQ, and even common sense unani- 
mously consolidate, seems to be so ob- 
vious to tlie meanest capacity, that it is 
almost wasting time to attempt to elu- 
cidate it by argument. I would ask, Is 
it not more reasonable (even leavii^ 
Scripture testimonyout of the question) 
to believe, that " Clirist, by tie grace 
of God, tasted death for every man," 
as the bible plainly ^clares, than that 
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he died only for one in about every 
thousand of the human family ^ which 
predestinarians always virtually, and 
sometimes positively declare. The 
simplicity of my argumentation, al- 
though as plain as A B C to the hum* 
ble Christian, will no doubt be hid from 
the wise and prudent of this world, and 
their pompous, pedantic, dignified cler- 
gymen. However, it is now as it l^u 
always been, namely, Christ for the 
augmentation of tiie glory of his gi*ac^ 
and that doctors of divinity might not 
have whereof to boast, manifests his 
truth to the humble and illiterate, and 
confounds the wisdom of the wise by 
their argumentation. Many well dis- 
posed, and even learned persons, who 
abhor the doctrine of unconditional 
reprobation as impious as well as anti- 
scriptural, are at a loss to conceive, 
how those who live in remote parts of 
the world, and never heard of the Sa- 
viour's sufferings and resuiTection, can 
participate the merits of his death ; 
which I will endeavour to shew, in 
the subsequent arguments. 
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We have already proved, both from 
Scripture and reason^ that Christ tast- 
ed death for allmen^ of all complexions 
and countries, and hath given to every 
man, whether European, Asiatic, Af- 
rican, or American, a certain day of 
visitation ; pouring upon his benighted 
soul, the light of his spirit; by this 
means making it possible, both for all 
kinds of men, and each man of every 
kind, to partake the fruit of the Savi- 
our^s death. ^^ Christ is the true light, 
that enlightens every man that cometh 
into the world ;'^ those who have not 
heard the gospel, as well as those who 
have heard it. Christ by his spirit and 
grace calls, entreats, invites, alarms the 
xinbaptizeil, as well as the baptised in- 
fidel, in order to bring him. to a sense, 
of his misery, and save him therefrom. 
This spirit, when not resisted, works 
tlie salvation of some heathens, and 
would work tlie salvation of all. To 
those who thus resist, Christ becomes a 
fiavor of death unto death; but con- 
demns none but those who continue to 
resist his grace and holy Spirit, and to 



whom he really made an offer of sitlva- I 
tion. This doctrine^ which is the com- « 
plete antipode of the doctrine of our op- j 
ponents, greatly exalts the merits and 
universality of Christ's death ; seeing 
it is applicable to the wants of all men, 
every whei'C under the sun. and is the 
source of every good and perfect gift, ; 
the radical cause both of the convic- 
tion^ the conversion^ sanctiiication, and 
glorification of the poor penitent sin- 
ner. It removes the cause of despair^ 
and encourages the vilest sinner tohc^e 
in the mercy of God ; '^ to cease to do 
evil, to learn to do well/* that the good 
«ipirit may abide with him, and lead 
him to all truth and righteousness. It | 
is a great means of convincing infidels 
4)f the truth anil certainty of the Chris- 
tian religion, as it tallies with tlieir own 
experience ; because, there is not one 
of them on the face of the earth, but at 
one time or another has had .visitations 
from the Spirit of Truth, reproving 
them for sin, and filling them with hor- 
ror at the consequences thereof, and 
promising peace and happiness, on re- 
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peutance and obedience to the light of 
divine truth. The excellency of this 
scriptural doctrine^ is encouraged and 
advanced through the over-ruling pow- 
er of God, even by its greatest enemies 
and opposers, whether Prelatical or 
Presbyterian, rev. or right rev. doctors 
of divinity ; whether they read the gos- 
pel, or preach it, they are compelled 
to call all men to repentance, tliat they 
may be saved ; not even one is exclud- 
ed from their invitations and exliorta- 
tions. Thus, against their own doc- 
trine, and wills, and belief, they arc 
constrained to preach the truth I ad- 
vocate; though by the bye, sometimes, 
after preaching the willingness ofChrist 
to save all that will come unto him, and 
all are invited, they let slip one of their 
favourite predestinarian sentiments : 
thus they spoil all their eloquence,when 
they suggest any sentiments favorable 
to absolute reprobation ; but this is not 
often the case. The preacher is a fool, 
who labour^ for the conversion of those 
unhappy souls, who he believes are 
reprobated by decree ; and the devil is 



as great a fool, for tempting the eleotf 
who cannot finally fall ; as it is all lost 
labour, to say the least of it. The 
Scriptures pointedly decli^re^that^^GNod 
(although he is infinitely good) will 
not, by the influence of his spirit, al- 
ways strive with man :" he will net 
always be imposed upon. This JB 
pointed out in the first chapter of Bo- 
mans, and is sometimes aiiduced by 
the votaries of absolute reprobation, in 
support of their favorite doctrine, al- 
though it bears no analogy to it. 

God often bears with the obduracy 
and rebellion of man for many years^ 
and uses every, means that infinite 
goodness and wisdom can invent for 
his repentance, and reformation, yet 
always consistent with his divine atfari- 
butes, and man's free agency. And he 
manifests this forbearance with impar- 
tiality, not only to those who hear the 
gospel with the outward ear,and prove 
disobedient thereunto, but also to those 

. who never heard the gospel, yet saw 
repeaiedbf the light of the Holy Spirit^ 

*od felt, yet rej^cl^^ \^ eiN\afc\fi&i.- 
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ence. The Scriptures declare, that 
God is no respector of persons, but ia 
every nation, those that love and fear 
him, are accepted by him. It is there- 
fore self-evident from scripture, reason 
and common sense, that those who 
slight the spirit of God, or the light of 
the world, which appears from time to 
time to every man, in every nation, 
kingdom, city, town and state, must be 
punished with banishment from the 
divine presence, and the glory of his 
power ; whether they are called pagans 
or Christians. What is called the light 
of nature, I call the light of the spirit 
of Truth, that leaves every man inex- 
cusable, whether Jew, gentile or Chris- 
tian, who neglects so great salvation. 
For, if those who never heard of the 
fall of 4-dam, or the death of Christ, are 
saved, by obeying the light of the holy 
Spirit, a manifesUtion whereof is given 
to every man to profit withal, so like- 
wise, such persons, who shut their in- 
tellectual eyes against this light, will 
most assuredly be damned^ fetxsfc^^^^- 
ing this spirit of TTOfti, w ^Mv^&V^^^^^ 

\3 
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ly Ugbt. This grace and light is suf- 
ficient to save all^ and will infallibly 
save all who do not resi8t its heavenly 
influence. Surely then^ he who resists, 
is the radical cause of his own destruc- 
tion. He^ therefore, who does not re- 
sist, is saved entirely by grace, not by 
works, least any man should boast. In 
the first instance, his salvation is rather 
passive than active, but afterwards, he 
comes to be a co-worker with the spirit; 
and so far from ascribing his salvation to 
works, as the sons of error do, he con- 
siders good works rather a reward, be- 
cause it is his meat and his drink, his 
heaven and happiness, to promote the 
s^lory of his good God, from a princi- 
ple of pure love and gratitude. The 
numerous instances adduced in the 
bible, wherein God, by his patriarchs, 
prophets and apostles, from time to 
time pleaded with the wickedest men, 
is a positive proof of his impartiality ; 
and that he did not, nor does not taJke 
any pleasure in the destruction of wick- 
ed men: he waited, and still waits, 
with long-suffering mercy, for the re-^ 
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turn of the rebellious sons of men^ to 
their own happiness^ not for his inte- 
rest or aggrandizement ; far from it ! 
God is infinitely^ supremely^ and super- 
eminently happy^ glorious; powerful, 
good^ gracious^ magnificent and beau- 
tiful, in, through and from himself. 
Nothing that can happen on this earth, 
this solar system, or the billions of sys- 
tems in creation, which I firmly believe 
are all inhabited, can. either diminish 
or augment his supreme felicity, and 
super-celestial beauty ; for, were they 
all annihilated, he could create as many 
more in the space of six days. He 
therefore wills the happiness of man 
from motives of pure and impartial phi- 
lanthropy. THIS IS THE NAKED 
TRUTH, LET WHO WILL DIS- 
BELIEVE rr ! ! But I would at the 
same time add, that he cannot, he will 
not act inconsistent with himself, by de- 
stroying the equilibrium of his divine at- 
tributes, and the reasonableness of man^s 
free agency, in order to bring man from 
present misery to future happiness ; 

TIIK F^CT IS, IT 18 IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM 
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30 ^0 IT. Thcie can be no true hap- 
piness but in the love of God, and that 
love must not be forced, but must be of 
free choice, as any other love is unwor* 
thy of him. He nevertheless can, and 
lie certainly does, use every means con- 
sistent with his attributes, to win man 
to his own happiness, as J have demon- 
strated in our second department. How 
feelingly does he expostulate with the 
rebellious and ungrateful Israelites in 
the fifth chapter of Isaiah.* 



'* In the phraseology of Isaiah, I would ask Uie 
reader, or I would rawer entreat him to ask his own 
reason and common sense, What God could do move 
for him than what he has already done? ''What 
could I do for my people that I have not done I^ 
Reader, O ! do ! ! read and answer these kind in- 
terrogations, as you will wish you had done, when 
you are nailed on the hed of death, or arraigned at 
tiie bar of God, which perhaps w^ill shortly be the 
case ! " What could thy best friend on earth, what 
could pitying angels, what could the Author of all 
good do for tliee, that has not been done ? Thy Cre- 
ator hath given thee reason to distinguish between 
(food and evil ; to know what is thy life, and what 
will seal thy ruin. He hath placed conscience in thy 
breast, to warn thee in the moment of thy guilt. He 
hath sent down to thee, Him whom he had dearest 
in all heaven, to give thee yet ampler instruction in 
the way to bliss. And the Son condescended to come 
with the same willingness as the Father sent him. 



" Now will I sing to my well belov- 
ed, a song of my beloved toucbing his 



though with the ccrtiun knowle^fe, that like a pa- 
triot rising in defence of his country, hii coming must 
cost htm his life. The richest blood that e%-er flowed 
has been shed &r thy worthlessDess, and for auch us 
thou art Shame and torture hare been despiaeH, for 
the sake of bringing thee to good. And wilt thou 
gnidg« to forego aAitOe sordid pleaaure, to slicw thy- 
self frratelii I for all this goodness? Go mth me then, 
to Golgotlia, and insult thy sufTerine' Saviour in his 
agonies. Behold there a sight, which the sun would 
not look upon. View with diyeyea, what made an- 
g«!s weep. Harden thy heart at an object, which 
tent the rocks, anrl brought the dead out of their 
graves. His arms stretched on the cursed tree, invite 
thee to bliss. Though now feeble and languid, they 
will quickly raise a world from the jFrave, and lay the 
angel of ileath tiill low, lumnot describing a fanci- 
ed scene. The wititesaes of the death and lesnitec- 
tinn of Jesui, liuve se:iW llie li'Utli of what they saw 
Willi Iheir blood. Hut cunst thou find a heart to uti- 
cify him .afresh, by persiiting in die crimes, which 
brou^t on him Ihia cruel dt-alh ? If thou hast been so 
wicked, bethink thee of tby obstinacy. If thou dost, 
even now repent, he has prajed fur* thee, ' Father, 
Ibrgive them ; for they kuo^y not what tliqr do.'-^ 
Behold' how deadly pale his sacred counteiuince ! 
Cruel arc the agonies, which rend his tender frame. 
His strength £ii1si his heart breaks; the strong pangs 
of death arc on him. Sovr he utters his lost solemn 
words— 'It is finished.' What is finished^ The suf- 
fering IHirt, to which his dear love for mankind ex- 
pottd him. The rest is victory and ti'iumph : and the 
salration of a world will rewom his glorioui toil. But 
whaV salvfition > Not of the obdurate wi1h »U Ihei^ 



vineyard; My well beloved hatli a 
vineyard in a very fruitful hill. And 
he fenced it and gathered out the stones 
thereof^ and planted it with the choic- 
est vine^ and built a tower in the 
midst of it^ and also made a wine- 
press therein : and he looked that it 
should bring forth grapes, and it brought 
forth wild grapes. Ana now^ O in- 
habitants of Jerusalem and men of 
Judah, judge^ I pray you, betwixt m«r 
and my vineyard. What could have 
I)een done more to my vineyard, that I 
have not done in it ? wherefore when I 
looked that it sliould bring forth grapes, 
brought it forth wild grapes ? And now 

vices about Ihem ; but of the heart bleeding penitent, 
who has bid a last farewell to vice, and to every 
temptation, whicli leads to it. To such the blessed 
gospel speaks nothing but peace. For them it has no 
terrors." 

I would humbly entreat tbe reader, before he pro- 
ceeds farther in the perusal of these strictures, to 
meditate five minutes upon the above interrog^ations, 
upon the past mercies and favours of God which he 
luLS experienced, finally, upon the solemn interrofi^- 
tion of our blessed Lord, viz. " What will it pro.% a 
man to gain tlie whole world, and loose his owa 
soul ?** and then let him candidly answer each interro- 
gatioiu 



go to ; I will tell you what I will do to 
ny vineyard; I will take away the 
hedge thereof, and it ifaall be eaten up : 
and break down the wall thereof, and 
' it flhall be trodden down. And I will 
lay it waste; it eball not be pruned, 
nor digged, but there shall come up 
bnera and thorns ; I will also command 
the clouds that they rain no rain upon 
it. For the vineyard of the Lord of 
hosts is the house of Israel, and the 
men of Judah his pleasant plant : and 
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reign contempt. Who can read his la- 
mentation over Jerusalem without shed- 
ding a tear? My heart palpitates at 
the recollection of it, and shudders at 
the dreadful accomplishment of the aw- 
ful prophecy, which the reader will see • 
briefly exhibited in the first department 
of this performance. I will take the 
liberty, with the above prophecy, to 
subjoin the entry of Christ into Jerusa- 
lem. When I compare the triumphant 
and magnificent entries of the victori- 
ous Roman emperors into Rome, with 
the simple entry of Christ into Jerusar 
1cm, the former appears like the exhi- 
bition of a" puppet-shew. 

" And they cast their garments upon 
the colt,and they sat Jesus thereon. And 
as he went they spread their clothes 
in the way. And when he was come 
nigh, even now at the descent of the 
Mount of Olives, the whole multitude 
of the disciples began ^ rejoice, and 
praise God with a loud voice, for all 
the mighty works that they had seen ; 
sayings Blessed be the King that com- 
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cth in the name of the Lord : peace in 
heaven^ and glory in the highest." 

St. Matthew also expresses the sym- 
pathetic commiseration of our graci- 
ous Redeemer on beholding the obdu- 
racy of the Jewish nation. 

^^ O Jerusalem^ Jerusalem^ thou that 
killest the prophets^ and stonest them 
wliich ai;e sent unto thee, how oftfen 
would I have gathered thy children to- 
gether, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not ! Behold, your house is left 
unto you desolate. And Jesus said 
unto them, see ye not all th^se things ? 
verily I say unto you. There shall not 
be left here one stone upon another, 
that shall not be thrown down.^^ 

Nothing in the world can more for- 
cibly demonstrate the impartiality of 
Jehovah, than the above prophecy, 
and its accomplishment. It shews, 
that the favourite people of God had a 
day, and a very long day of probation ; 
that although the spirit pf God strove 
with them long, it did not always so 
strive ; that the divine justice, though 
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slow was sure : that the heathens par- 
ticipated the blessings which the Jews 
by their obduracy forfeited ; finally, 
that God will not continue to be impos- 
ed upon by Jew or gentile. If he has 
done this in the green tree^ what will 
he not do to the dry ? Hence, when God 
bears and forbears with the ingratitude 
and rebellion of nations and individu- 
als, for a number of years, if he sees no 
signs of repentance, he gives them up 
to hardness of heart, by taking the light 
of his lioly spirit entirely from them ; 
than which a greater punishment can- 
not possilUy be. Reader, permit me 
here to observe, that your eyes which 
now read tiiese stnctures, (which are 
intended for your happiness andGt)d's 
s;lory) and whicii in a short time will 
be set ill death, and this labour of my 
liand, which must soon be inactive in 
the grave, will all be in vain, if you do 
not apply them to your own case! You 
liave seen how God gave the Jews a 
day of visitation, and that they abused, 
instead of improving that gracious day: 
the dreadful result of which may be 



seen in the first dep&rtmeDt of thiK 
work. How then can you expect to 
eicape^ if you neglect so great salva- 
tion, and if yon prove so ungrateful to 
so good a God, you cannot surely be 
so unreasonable as to expect, or hope 
that Grod would be so partial, as to 
punish the Jews, his favourite people, 
with such signal severity, and yet kt 
Christians pass on in their ingratitude 
and rebellion, with impunity. The 
seed of grace (or the light of tlie spi- 
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it hardens another. To those who 
listen to, and obey its still small voice 
in their hearts, it proves a melting and 
mollifying power; but contrariwise 
with those who refuse to listen there- 
unto« ^^ Hence this is the condemna- 
tion of the world, that light has come, 
but men love darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds are evil.*' A 
man may have a perfect knowledge of 
the history, and yet be a stranger to the 
mystery of the death of Christ. He 
pay preach ten thousand sermons, and 
write an hundred commentaries. He 
may cry, " lo here is Christ, and lo 
there he is ;'' and " we are'the teniple 
of the Lord^ the temple of the Lord 
are we ;'' and yet be an enemy to the 
cross of Christ, and a crucifier of Christ 
in his heart ; the light of his spirit, 
and his still small voice, being equally 
despised. The fact is, let them learn 
what they will, and profess what 
they may, unless the holy spirit of 
Christ is in them, after all their then- 
logical performances, they are most cer- 
tainly reprobates, as sayeth the apostle 
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Paul : — ^' Examine yourselves, whe- 
ther ye be in the faith ; prove your own 
selves : know ye not your own selves^ 
how that Jesus Christ is in you, except 
ye be reprobates V^ 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 

Every one who harbours this divine 
spirit, however ignorant of literature, 
has a knowledge of himself and of the 
truth, than which a better knowledge 
cannot be ; and every one who rejects 
this spirit, is in spiritual darkness, al* 
though he could repeat the whole Bi- 
ble verbatim in Greek, or write it in 
Latin. Nothing is more plain from 
the whole tenor of Scripture, than 
that the giace of God has appeared to 
every man that has been, or is in the 
world : whether Christian, Jew, Greek, 
or barbarian. St. Paul in the most 
plain and pointed manner* declares 
this ti*uth, in his epistle to Titus. — 
^^ For -the grace of God that bringeth 
salvation, hath appeared to all men, 
teaching us, that denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live so- 
' berly,rigliteously,and godly in this pre- 
sent world.'^ This grace or spirit must 
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Appear^ not to some men^ nor many 
men^ but to all men ! and teach them 
the whole duty of man. For could 
Gk>d judge and condemn those^ who 
were ignorant of their duty to him and 
their fellow creatures ? Hence there are 
some who obey this lights even among 
savages; who fulfil the royal law of 
love, although destitute of any written 
commandments. I can from personal 
experience declare, that I have found 
more genuine hospitality among some 
unlettered savages, in their homely 
habitations, than I have among the san- 
guine and enlightened professors of the 
Gliristian religion. I flnd%nany who 
have the word religion always in their 
mouths, and are continually attending 
sacramental or ceremonial meetings, 
yet they prove by their conduct that 
they are led by the spirit of the devil, 
and not tlie spirit of God. 

The least leaven will produce mercy, 
the least grace will revive love in the 
heart, the smallest glimmering of the 
light of the holy Spirit will inspire the 
mind with common humanity ; yet do 



1 know maay high professois of i-eli- 
^on who are devoid of mei-cy and 
common humanity ; they cannot there- 
fore, he led or influenced hy tlie Spirit of 
truth. I will allow, a man may be a 
good man, and nurtnrc that good gpiril, 
and yet, hy weakness, unwatchfiilness, 
or infirmity, deviate from the paths of 
moral rectitude ; but if he errs one mo- 
ment, he will repent with heart-felt sor- 
row the next, not for fear of hell, but 
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(he love of God ia the hearty without 
the historical account of the sufferings, 
death, and resuiTection of Christ, bet- 
ter than a knowledge of the hi&tory, 
Without this experimental feeling? Most 
assuredly it is. If the pagan world 
feels the direful effects of the fall of 
Adam, although they never heard of 
such a person, may they not, oh the 
same principle, feel the blessed effects 
of our Saviour's obedience unto death^ 
although they never heard the history 
thereof? If an ideot, who knows noth- 
ing of the history of our blessed Lord, 
is capable of participating the merits 
of his death, why may not a virtuous 
heathen be allowed the same privilege? 
Yet there are Christians, so called, 
who believe, and boldly assert, that 
they will all be damned, both good and 
bad, for not believing the historical 
account of our blessed Redeemer ; yet 
they never had an opportunity of hear- 
ing any such account, at least with the 
outward ear ; altliough, no doubt with 
me, many of them hear in their hearts. 



# 



£45 



aud obey in their lives, tlie still small 
voice of the spirit of Christ. 

St, Peter, who was inclined to be- 
lieve, as millions of professing Chris- 
tians now do, that God was partial to 
the Jews, in preference to all other na- 
tions, whom he considered as rejected 
by him. But God, in order to prove 
his impartiality as clear as a ray of 
light, convinced this good man, by a 
miraculous manifestation, that such 
sentiments were not agreeably to truth. 
As the narrative of Cornelius is so much 
to the point, and such a positive proof 
of the force of my arguments, I will 
humbly take the liberty to entreat the 
reader, to peruse the said narrative at 
his leisure, in Acts x. 1, — 35. 

Nothing can be more plain, than that 
this good man was led by the spirit of 
Christ, and participated the merits of 
his death ; although a heathen, and of 
course, a stranger to the Jewish, as well 
as Christian theology. And the same 
might be said of righteous Job, . who 
feared God, and eschewed evil ; and 
was of course, led by the spirit of 
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Chrii^ ; for^ without that good spirit^ he 
could do no good^ negatively . or posi- 
tively^ much less enjoy that faith, hy 
which he knew his Redeemer lived; 
and that although worms destroyed his 
body, yet in his flesh should he see 
Grod. Again, I would ask those hard- 
hearted sectarians, and their dignified 
doctors of divinity, arrayed in sacerdo- 
tal silk and cambric, was it the holy 
Spirit, or the spirit of the devil, who 
taught the friends of Job so much ex- 
cellent knowledge? What clerical don 
in Christendom could preach, with or 
without his crutches, (alias, his written 
sermons) such excellent doctrine as 
they did, some few sentiments except- 
ed? Who taught Elihu in particular, 
that " there is a spirit in man,'' and 
that " the inspiration of the Almighty 
giveth him an understanding?'' Who 
taught him to vindicate the impartiality 
of Jehovah thus ? 

^^ Therefore hearken unto me, ye men 
of understanding : far be it from Grod,- 
that he should do wickedness, and from 
the Almighty^ that he should commit 



jr. Yea, surely God will not do 
lly, neither will the Almighty 
t judgment. For he will not 
>n man more than right ; that he 

enter into judgment with God. 

all break in pieces mighty men 

t number, and set others in their 

Therefore he knoweth their 

and he overturneth them in the 
so that they are destroyed. Hfi 
hthem as wicked men in the open 
)f others : because they turned 
x)m him, and would not consider 

his ways. Bo that they cause 
jT of the poor to come unto him, 
5 heareth the cry of the afflict- 
bh xxxiv. 10, IS, S3,~88. 
mid also ask, who taught Adam, 
Enoch, Noali, Abraham, Mel- 
ek, and many more. I could 
n, the true knowledge of Gt)d ; 
lad no written word, nor pomp- 
rsons to teach them ? I answer, 
ere taught by the immediate in- 
on of the holy Spirit. They de- 
i only upon tike holy Spirit for di- 
^ but we ChristiaiiB in this en- 
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lightened age^ too often depend u 
our churches and parsons^ and seld 
if ever^ enquire of the spirit withii 
what we shall do^ or leave und 
Hence there are so many ignorant 
goted^ superstitious, servile, priest 
den people in Christendom. 1 
Christians think no place s6 goo 
worship OoA in as a church or n 
ing- house. I do allow it is our boi 
en duty, not to neglect the asseml 
of ourselves together, for the pur 
of worshipping God collectively, I 
contend that a more excellent pla4 
the temple of our own hearts. I i 
hear the duty of atten^ng public 
ship, inculcated from the pulpit^ 
very seldom the more important 
of attending the motions of the 
Spirit in our hearts. Indeed, mai 
our pedantic ministers of religioi 
not believe in the holy Spirit ; alth< 
they sometimes, for form sake, mei 
it to the people in their sermons, 
cause they well know, if the people 
enlightened by its light, they woul 
suffer themselves to be swindled c 



their money, by a parcel of lazy, inter, 
ested, sclf.stiled dcictors* of diviuity, 
and masters uf arts, who live in pomp 
aud gra,udeiir upon the fleece ; and the 
dei'il may take the flock, for what they 
care. 

But in order the more fuUy to'prove 
that the spirit of Christ has appeared te 
every man, in every country, and that 
they all have an equal chance for hea- 
ven by obeying ite dictates ; I wonld 
" mention some of the sentiments of St. 
Paul, who (although some of his writ- 
ings are hard to be understood, especi- 
ally where he hints something like pre- 
destination) is very plain on this sub- 
ject. He proves to a demonstration, 
that the light of the spirit, without the . 
history of Christ, is sufficient for man's 
salvation. Let those who uncharitably . 
and blasphemously believe, that the 

* I woald »gun ohserre, tbat the reader nu.v re- 
member, all my animadverstons are applied only to 
political and clerical tyrants and impaston, ExcDse 
the tautologv If u\y rnan asserti tbat I nbiiae bis 
priest, he Indirectly declares that his priest is an im- . 
pottor ; beciuse, none but clerical impoators have my 
connecUon vith my anioiadveriioiu. 
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heathens will all be damned, without 
any reservation, read the following 
verses of St. Paul, and continue thus 
to believe if they can. 

^^ For as many as have sinned wifli- 
out law, shall also perish without law : 
and as many as have sinned in the law, 
shall be judged by the law. For. not 
the hearers of the law are just beforof- 
God, but the doers of the law shall be 
justified. For when the Gentiles, which 
have not the law, do by nature thfr^ 
things contained in the law, these hav- 
ing not the law, are a law unto them- 
selves :. which shew the work of the law 
written in their hearts, their conscience 
also bearing witness, and their thoughts 
the mean while accusing, or else excus- 
ing one another.'' Rom. ii. 12 — 13. 

Can any now doubt, that a virtuous 
pagan, who loves God and his neigh- 
bour, will be saved ? If they do, they 
Would not be convinced of the truth, 
though one arose from the dead, and 
vindicated the impartiality of the great 
jJehovah ! The ?acl\^,xaaL\v^ ^^ the hea- 
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good Grenii; (but which I call the good 
spirit of God) and though a heathen, 
was a martyr for the truth : and who 
dare say, Socrates is in hell ? I answer 
none but the ungenerous ; (I will call 
them by the mildest name) and such are 
they, who believe, and boldly assert, 
that infants of a span long are in hell ! ! 
We can never appreciate the infini- 
tude of the divine goodness, or in any 
manner recognize the immensity of the 
sovereign beauty, but by the light of 
the divine Spirit. The same, as the 



beauty of all beings. The ancients (says he in another 
place) did not thmk Jove such a being', as we repre- 
sent him in tlie capitol, and in our other building^. 
But by Jove they meant the ^lardian and governor of 
the universe, tlie understanamg', and tlie mind, the 
master and tlie architect of this great machine. All 
names belong to him. You are not in the ^vrong, if 
v-ou call him Fate ; for he is tlie cause of causes, and 
every tiling depends on him. Would ^ou call him Pro- 
vidence ; you uiU into no mistake, it is by his wisdom 
that this world is governed. Would you call him Xa- 
ture ; vou would not offend in doing so : it is from him 
that all beings derive their origin ; it ia by him that 
they live and breathe." 

There is no reading the works of Epictetus, of Ar- 
ri;;!! his disciple, and of Marcus Antonius, without ad- 
miration. \Vc find in them rules of kvovAv^n v;cs«^^^ vJv 
Vhrlstinnitv. 

m 
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SUB cannot be seen« but by its own 
light. And as the sun^ when seen with 
our bodily eyes, displays our bodily 
defoimity, so, when illuminated by the 
Sun of Righteousness, we see at once 
our own insignificance, as well as the 
divine goodness; and of course, are 
filled both with humility and gratitude, 
Man, without the spirit of God, is like 
a coal out of wliich the fire is extin- 
guished ; or, like a bird whose wings 
are clipped, so that it cannot fly to its 
place of rest. The divine love is the 
fire of the soul, and the spirit of God 
the wings of the soul, as well as its 
liglit. Hence the apostle declares, 
categorically, that, " unless we have 
the spirit of Christ, we are none of his.'^ 
And this spirit is always the same, in 
all nations, pagan and Christian ; and 
striveth Mith all men, of every kind 
and kindred, in order that they may 
come to the knowledge of the truth, 
and be saved. For God calls, invites, 
and strives with all ; but many shut 
thoiv eyes agaiwsl IW W^Vvt, and basely 
i/Ksulfc their owiv \v\vdifex«X»L\!i^\\\^, ^^NSi. 
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remain in wilful ignorance ; yet the 
light of the spirit^ from time to time 
shines into their hearts^ which causes 
them to palpitate with horror, at the 
misery and danger of their situation. 
But when death approaches a soul 
without the spirit of God, and of course 
in spiritual darkness, then, and not till 
then, will its ten- fold ndsery appear ! 
which even the tragic muse cannot de- 
lineate. 



*' The Yale of death ! that hush'd Cimmerian vale. 
Where Darkness brooding o*er unfinish d Fates, 
With raven wing mcumbent, waits tlie day 
(Dread day !) that interdicts all future change ! 
That subterranean world, that land of ruin ! 
Fit walk, Lorenzo, ibr proud human thought ! 
There let my tltought expatiate, and explore 
Balsamic truths and beahng sentiments. 
Of all most wanted, and most welcome, here. 
For gay Lorenzo^s sake, and for thy own. 
My soul ! • The fruits of dying friemls survey ; 

* Expose the vain of life ; weigh life and death ; 

* Give death his eulogy ; thy fear subdue ; 

* And labour tliat first palm of noble minds^ 

* A manly scorn of terror from the tomb.* 

* Is death then guiltless ? How he marks his way 
< With dreadful waste of what deserves to shine ; 
' Art, genius ibrtune,.elevated power j 

* With various lustres these light up the world, 

*■ Which Death puts out, and darkens human race.' 
I grant Lorenzo ! this indictment j'lst : 
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'I^he sage, peer, potentate, king*, conqueror ; 

Death humbles these ; more barbarous life than man^ 

Liie is the triumph of our mouldering clay ; 

Death of the spirit infinite ! divine ! 

Death has no dread but what frail life imparts ; 

Nor life true joy but what kind death improA*es. 

No bliss has life to boast, till death can'g-Ive 

Far greater; Life's a debtor to the grave. 

Dark lattice ! letting in eternal day." 

I would here candidly acknowledge^ 
tliat there are some sentiments in the 
epistles of St. Paul, which seem both 
directly and indirectly to favonr the 
doctrine of predestination ; and many 
of liis sayings are hard to be under- 
stood. Even one of his cotemporaries, 
the apostle Peter, acknowledges this 
to be the case. Hear what he says on 
this subject. 

" And account that the long suffer- 
ing of our Lord is salvation ; even as 
our beloved brother Paul also, accord- 
ing to the wisdom given unto him, hath 
written unto you ; as also in all his 
epistles, spcakhig in them of these 
things ; in which are some things hard 
io be understood, which they that are 
n/ilearncd and \vv\sl^\A^ ^\^'«t, «ls thev 
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do also the other scriptures^ unto their 
own destruction.'' 2 Pet. iii. 15, 16. 

In order that the reader may for him- 
self see the truth of the above assertion^ 
I will transcribe, or quote some of the 
doctrines of St. Paul, most difficult to 
be understood. 

" As it is written, Jacob have I lov- 
ed, but Esau have I hated. What shall 
we say then ? Is there unrighteousness 
with God ? God forbid. For he saith 
to Moses, I will have mercy on whom 
I will have mercy, and I will have com- 
passion on whom I will have compas- 
sion. Ho then it is not of him that will- 
eth, nor of him that runneth, but of Gt)d 
that sheweth mercy. For the scripture 
saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same 
purpose have I raised thee up, tliat I 
might shew my power in thee, and that 
my name might be declared through- 
out all the earth.'' 

It is a lamentable fact, that not only 
the unstable and unlearned, but also 
the most sincere, and best informed 
men in different ages of the world, have 
differed in judgment Tt«\fc^Oi«i% ^^^ 

Y 2 
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scutimente and doctrines of St. Paul. 
If therefore, men possessing the brat 
hearts, and the most informed heads, 
have differed so materially on this im- 
portant subject, it is most assuredly, 
my duty, to be modest while suggest- 
ing my opinion on this topic ; I feel- 
nevertheless, tremblingly solicitous to 
remove this formidable barrier to tiie 
title and subject matter of our work, 
without whicli our labour is all in vain; 
for if the doctrine of unconditional r^ 
probation is true, I must be a liar^ and' 
the truth is not in me. T have one ob- 
vious failing, which I here humbly ac- 
knowledge ; and that is, to be too acri- 
monious in my animadversions : " I 
know the right, and yet the A/rong pur- 
sue ;'' because, when I view with my 
intellectual eyes, the mountains of mi- 
sery observable in Clmstendom, and' 
which originate, exclusively, in the 
arbitrary power assumed by hypocri^ 
tical Christian priests, and Christian 
potentates, I cannot refrain from irri- 
tation, and humbly \iray my good Gt>d 
to pardon hia setNwA, 1» ^^a& ftat- 
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viatlon from ChriBtian moderation. — 
Wfaat I now propose in vindication of 
tlie impartiality of Jehovah, I ik) with 
modesty and great deference to those 
ditfUnguished authors, who have diScr- 
cd from me in sentiment, on this sub. 
ject, " the latchcts of whose slioos I 
am not wortliy to stoop down and uu- 
loosc.'' Tliere lias heen so much said 
on tltis snhject already, (hat it is ini- 
]>ossiblc to say any thing on it, l)ut 
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the same as a million of years ; and 
the earth on which we live, is like a 
grain of sand ; or rather a particle of 
dust. All time, all eternity, and all 
his works, are directly present before 
his eyes. God knows who loves and 
endeavours to serve him, and who ne- 
glects him and treats him with silent 
contempt ; the same as a man who has 
a silver and a brass dollar iu his hand 
at the same time, knows this moment, 
as well as the next, tliat one dollar is 
good, and the other bad. To talk 
about fore-knowledge or after-know- 
ledge in this case, would be perfect 
nonsense ; and not, in my view, more 
nonsensical and absurd, tlian to talk 
about the fore-knowledge of God, be- 
fore whose eyes every thing is present 
that is, was, or ever will be. God saw 
5U00 years ago, the sins that are com- 
mitted this moment, as plainly and 
clearly as I see the paper on which I 
am now writing ; and because he sees 
(not foresees — I dislike the word ; be- 
cause it is perfect nonsense, when ap- 
plied to this case) the sins which man 
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rDinmitfl against his divine Majesty, 
he is the author of them all ! A schooU 
boy who would suggest such an absur- 
dity, deserves a severe whipping. 8o, 
i f I see a banditti plundering my house, 
I am the procuring cause of the ag- 
gression, because forsooth,! mercifully 
refuse to extirpate them from the face 
of the eartli immediately, for their de- 
linquency! This banditti do not rob 
my house, because I see them do it ; 
but contrariwise, I see them commit 
the crime, because they commit it. 
For instance, suppose I am looking 
out of my garret window, and see a 
man stop a woman in t)ie adjoining 
street, and rob her, am I the primaiy 
cause of that crime, because I see it per- 
petrated ? It is impossible : that man 
was as free in committing; or not com- 
mitting that crime, as if I did not see 
it. Take his free aarencv awav, and 
make him a stick, a stone, or an ani- 
mal machine, and I am culpalde to per- 
mit him to do injuiy, when it was in 
my power to hinder him from doing it. 
f f man is not a free agent, he is iv^<^ 
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nor indeed^ canuot be accountable for 
his actions^ and of course not punish- 
able for the same. If I have no more 
freedom than a stone^ I ought not in 
justice to be punished more than a 
stone^ for any fault, nor rewarded more 
for any virtue. God, iu accommodat- 
ing himself to our capacities^ may ex- 
press himself as foreknowing, as pre- 
destinating, as fore-ordaining, but can 
any man possessing a grain of common 
sense, suppose these expressions are to 
be taken in a literal sense ? The apos- 
tle speaks of the purpose, counsel^ 
PLAN, and foreknowledge of God; 
but can any person be so gross in his 
imagination as to think, that God must 
have counsel before he can do his own 
will ? — must purpose a thing, before he 
can execute it? — must (like men) plan I 
a work, before he can accomplish it ? I 
They must have very contemptible j 
ideas of the great Jehovah, who consi- 
der him in this point of view. The 
fact is, God has only to will, and im- 
mediately his will is accomplished. 
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What I conclude^ from the whole of 
St. Paul's sentiments in favour of pre- 
destination^ is this — ^that God knows 
from all eternity^ who has believed, 
does believe, and will believe in the 
blessed Redeemer. That be does now, 
will hereafter, and has always willed 
the same ; namely, that every sincere 
believer should, and shall be saved 
from sin here, and the punishment of 
sin hereafter. And to this end justifies, 
sanctifies, and glorifies them. 

Before 1 close this complex subject, 
I would observe, that it is unreason- 
able as well as unprofitable, to attempt 
to penetrate into the great mystery of 
godliness, which angels are unable to 
fathom. However, if any will thus 
penetrate, let them always remember 
the reasonable text, viz. ^* LET GOD 
BE TRUE, AND EVERY MAN 
A LIAR," And thus, in all their con- 
troversies, speculations, and investiga- 
tions, "JUSTIFY THE WAYS OF GOD TO 

man/^ a great many professors of re- 
ligion, have continually in their mouths 
'*^ the electing love of God f^ but H 
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can must be such from choice ; and the 
same may be said of the commonwealth 
of our precious Emmanuel. Although 
he elects or selects his ministers from 
among his disciples^ his disciples must 
be such from choice, not constraint. 
How great therefore, must the guilt of 
those associations be, who will not per* 
mit our blessed Saviour thus to choose^ 
or elect his own ministers, iii his own 
way, but infringe his rights, by manu- 
facturing by human ordinances, minis- 
ters in a college, chosen out of the sy- 
nagogue of Satan, full of pride, vanity, 
and arrogance ; and substitute such im- 
postors, for the true ambassadors of the 
Prince of Peace ! 

" Is there not some chosen curse. 
Some hidden thunder in the stores of heav'n, 
Hed with uncommon wrath, to blast such men ?** 

The injury they do is unutterable, 
for they will neither enter heaven them- 
selves, nor (like the Jewish doctors) 
let their priest-ridden admirers and 
supporters enter there. They u^^t^^ 
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the place of the true nunistem^ of 
Christ who would (were it not for their 
cupidity and usurpation) be a blessing 
to many millions^ who at present are 
fast asleep in the cradle of carnal secu- 
rity^ and are continually rocked there- 
in by those ungodly preachers^ lest they 
sliould aw^ake, and recognize the impo- 
sition. Hence many never open their 
intellectual eyes^ till they open thiem in 
hell! 

Indeed^ a true minister of Christ is, 
and ought to be in his liand^ the same 
as a speaking trumpet in tlic hand of a 
captain of a ship. They should^ like 
the apostles, preach when, and no long- 
er than the Spirit (not a piece of writ- 
ten paper) gave them utterance. They 
should not; like a pedagogue^ confine 
their ministerial labours to a private 
family or congregation, but rather, like 
our Saviour and his disciples, go about 
continually, teaching and doing good by 
every possible means. They should al- 

 Is jt any wonder tjierefore, that I am so pointed in 
inv animadversions, while T am so Iremblinji^ly sensible 
^^^'the terrible consequences of such imposition ? 
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ways, therefore, be united to him by a 
living faith, like the branch to the vine ; 
and he would be always in their hearts, 
by the special light and influence of his 
spirit, that they may always know his 
will and speak his words. And if they 
should at any time deviate from the 
path of moral rectitude, through weak- 
ness or unwatchfulness, they should not 
for one minute, let guilt remain upon 
their consciences, but come instantly to 
the fountain of Jesus' blood, and with 
the towel of faith, wash the stain away ; 
before they presume, upon any account, 
to be the trumpet, or if you please, the 
oracle of the living Grod to dead sin- 
ners. How few of the clerical ti'ibe 
will see as I do, or believe as I do in 
this respect ! and how many of them 
will laugh at these sentiments as rank 
enthusiasm ! or, with their usual haugh- 
tiness, affect to despise, what they can- 
not controvert. 

' One sentiment more on election, and 
we will conclude this department, 
which is more lengthy than I at first 
contemplated ; and with the others, is 
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both desultory^ imperfect^ and untran- 
scribed. Indeed^ it is matter of sur- 
• prise to me, that the work is not more 
imperfect than it really is ; and the rea- 
der would be as much surprised^ did 
be but know the great domestic confu- 
sion in which it was cluefly compos- 
ed. The last sentiment on election 
which I propose to suggest, is this ; 
viz. To be '^ elected from all eternity," 
or ^^an eternal election,'' to use the 
phraseology of Calvinism, seems to me 
to be the quintessence of absurdity. 
Although I pay great deference to cer- 
tain calvinistic characters, who rank 
high in the republic of letters^ yet I 
cannot see how, or wherefore any in- 
dividual, or association of individuals 
can be elected eternally, or from all 
eternity. When an election takes place 
in political or ecclesiastical bodies, it is 
a positive proof, there was a time, when 
no such election had taken place. 
Now those who assert that election is 
eternal, indirectly declare, that no such 
thin^ exists. TYve i«dc.\. \%, x?cok Calvin- 
ism is a speciee ot MSa&Vst^% v^^fia. ^e«!A 
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variation : the first says^ election had 
no beginning, and the last^ the world 
had no beginning. It is certain, that 
there was a time when election did, and 
when election did not exist ; and it is 
equally certain, that there was a time 
when the world did not exist ; at which 
time our glorious Messiah was elected 
to be the President, or rather the Prince, 
of all who should in time be elected, or 
chosen as co-workers with him ; he be- 
ing as the chief corner-stone, and only 
foundation, or frame of government, or 
plan of salvation, elected, chosen or de- 
termined should be, before the creation 
of the world. All the chosen, or elect- 
ed, and believers in Christ, are includ- 
ed in this building, or government, as 
the apostle Paul says. 

" Now, tlierefore, ye are no more 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow- 
citizens with the saints, and of the 
household of God ; and are built upon 
the foundation of the apostles and pro- 
phets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner-stone ; in whom all the 
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building^ fitly framed together groweth 
unto an holy temple in the Lord ; in 
whom ye also are builded together for 
an habitation of Gt)d through the Spi- 
rit.'^ Eph. u. 19— S2. 

Isaiah very beautifully shews for 
what purpose Christ was elected^ not 
from all eternity, but before the foun- 
dation of the world, which was about 
6,000 years ago, and is but a moment, 
compared to ^^ all eternity.'^ 

^^ Behold my servant whom I uphold, 
mine elect in whom my soul delight- 
eth : I have put my spirit upon him, he 
shall bring forth judgment to the Gen- 
tiles. He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor 
cause his voice to be heard in the street. 
A bruised reed shall he not break : and 
the smoakiag flax shall he not queneh : 
he shall bring forth judgment unto 
truth.'' Isai. xlii. 1 — 3. 

'' Therefore thus saith the Lord Grod, 
Behold, 1 lay in Zion for a foundation, 
a stone, a tried stone, a precious cor- 
ner-stone, a sure foundation : he that 
believeth, shall not make haste.*' Isai. 
vxviii. 16. 



Peter also declares that Christ 
lected or fore-ordained before the 
ation of the world. 
Lnd if ye call on the Father, who 
ut respect of persons judgeth ac- 
ig to every man's work, pass the 
of your sojourning here in fear : 
auch as ye know that ye were not 
med with con-uptible things, as 

and gold, from your vain conver- 
i received by tradition from your 
8 ; but with the precious blood of 
t, as of a lamb without blemish 
without spot : Who verily was 
rdained before the foundation of 
'orld, but was manifest in these 
mes for you." 1 Pet. i. 17—20. 
Duld adduce many more collateral 
from Scripture, in support of my 
ne, but must here close my argu- 
ition, with an humble and earnest 
st, that the reader would not con- 

the work, on account of an un- 
ed expression, or even sentiment ; 
ithcr judge from the whole tenor 
5 doctrine, with candour and im- 
lity. 



TO THE READEIL 
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A new edition, with additions, of the 
" Rights of God/' consisting of ISOO 
copies, was published about three 
months ago : it having met with the 
most distinguished patronage, and sell- 
ing off with great rapidity, I have pub- 
lished another impi-oved edition of that - 
work, of 1500 copies more. To the for- j 
mer edition (from motives of delicacy) j 
I refused to subjoin my name : but^ M 
a number of my friends, and strangers 
have asserted, that a man siiould not 
publish wheat he was ashamed to ac- 
knowledge liimself the author of, I have 
concluded to subjoiu my name to the 
present edition. 

I must confess, I am pointed in my 
animadversions, but they arc only ap- 
plicable to political and clerical impos- 
tors : and those who are offended with 
me for exposing the villany of king- 
craft and priest-craft, are their advo- 
cates, and of course enemies of man : 
and virtually infringe the rights of God. 
I do not exhibit any honest man, or set 
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of meii^ to popular animadversion and 
contempt ; I only exhibit criminals : let 
not the innocent^ therefore^ think that 
I implicate them ; I do not^ I dare not 
do it. I believe there are good minis- 
ters and good people in every denomi- 
nation^ as well as bad ones. I need 
not^ I do not expect either affection or 
favour from lordly and lazy priests^ or 
tyrannical and treacherous kings^ or 
f^om their father the devil ; and much 
less .from priest-ridden^ king-ridden^ 
or devil-ridden people : but I greatly 
lament to find^ that there are intelli- 
gent^ and in other respects independent 
people^ who now reiterate the exclama- 
tion which the intolerant priests for- 
merly used^ when they kindled the 
fires in which the martyrs were con- 
sumed; namely^ ^^the church is in 
DANGER, because the holy priesthood is. 
calumniated." They remember to for- 
get what I have so repeatedly and 
pointedly declared, to wit, "that no 
true minister of Christ, directly or indi- 
rectly, has any connection with my ani- 
madversions :" indeed, no people on 
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earth do I so much love^ admire^ and 
venerate as them. But because I ad- 
mire virtue^ must I be calumniated be- 
cause I expose yillany ? Who but a 
thief in his heart, will condemn me for 
exposing a den of thieves ? Who but 
a servile, priest-ridden animal, will 
abuse me for exposing the avarice, the 
hypocrisy, the duplicity of clerical im- 
postors ? Surely if it is commendable 
to expose a den of thieves, it is' doubly 
so, to point out a phalanx of ungodly 
clergymen : because, the latter is a hun- 
dred times more injurious to the human 
family than the former. The most su- 
perficial view of their cruelty, is enough 
to force a curse from holiness itself: is 
enough to pull down the reluctant ven- 
geance of heaven. We need not view 
the book of martyrs to ascertain the de- 
leterious horrors of priest-craft, or re- 
count the millions of innocent people^ 
who have been slaughtered by armies 
under the banners of the cross, stimu- 
lated thereunto by bloody priests and 
bigoted potentates : suffice it to review 
the annals of the state of Massachusetts^ 
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for a specimen ; where innocent and 
pious Quakers have, been craelly and 
publicly whipped and hanged merely 
for their religious sentiments. And to 
the eternal shame of the perpetrators of 
such barbarity^ be it spoken ; even the 
soft^ the beautiful sex, have not escap- 
ed the bloody power of priest-craft : for 
amiable and eloquent female Quaker 
preachers have suffered the above pun- 
ishment, for preaching the gospel with- 
out money and without price, through 
the medium of avaricious priests, who 
at the same time made merchandise of 
the gospel, and stimulated their be- 
witched, be-fooled, priest-ridden ad- 
mirers to commit this great wicked- 
ness, even in America. I therefore 
feel it my duty to entreat my readers, 
to beM^are of the modern Scribes and 
Pharisees ; T mean ungodly avoricious 
clergj men, who love to go in long rust- 
ling silk gowns, and strut through the 
streets with a proud pre-eminence ; and 
who " love salutations in the market- 
places, and the chief seats in the syna- 
gogues, and tlie uppermost rooms at 



u the lut, I subicribe i _ 
lie's much obliged and dBvoti 
vant, 

THOMAS BRANA( 

Philad. April 12,1812. 



tated to put another edition to preM, making 
nurober oi Jaurtfioutandciipiet. Ill i«e edit* 
tame book in the same year, is a pbeniimen> i 
tuiguiihed booksellers : liow mudi more tl 
wiw IB accounted a cj*pheir by almost the wb 

I'hUadeiptiia, Hrfil. 8, ISIJ. 
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» 

and darkness rest upon our prospects ! 
Oar domestic affairs wear a most 
gloomy aspect We are threatened 
with the great calamity of war, both by 
the brigands of Europe, and the sava- 
ges of America ! The numerous earth- 
quakes in divers places in the United 
States, the destructive storms on our 
sea coast, the conflagration of the thea- 
tre at Richmond, with about one hun- 
dred respectable individuals, the con- 
spiracies to sever the union, which have 
recently been detected, denote (at least 
to me) some great approaching cala- 
mity. Yet, notwithstanding all these 
harbingers of the judgments of the Al- 
mighty, there is no salutary dread of 
his divine Majesty even anticipated. 
But our republic is more depraved in 
its minority, than the Roman republic 
was in its maturity. The rights of God 
are shamefully and wickedly infringed. 
Who dare deny this assertion, when 
they view the million of his rational 
creatures, now bound in galling chains, 
in the bowels of our commonwealth ? 
or at least doomed \Aii^^ic^^^\\i\.^w^T^, 
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because they happen to be bom black! 
Will not God visit a people guilty of 
such unparalleled inconsistency and du- 
plicity? Without any manner of doubt. 

" Sons of Columbia, hear this truth in time, 
He who allows oppression shares the crime.** 

Notwithstanding a voice of reproof 
and warning is heard from the Wa- 
bash^ where our countrymen were re- 
cently slaughtered by the Indians^ from 
Richmond^ where about one hundred 
souls were ushered from the Theatre to 
the bar of God, (among whom was the 
Governor of Virginia) from the Mis- 
sissippi, where hundreds of acres of 
land have been swallowed up by earth- 
quakes ! from the Spanish Maine, 
where 10,000 people were lately de- 
stroyed by one ! from London, where 
it was almost total darkness at 2 o'clock 
on the 11th day of January 1811 ! 
from Spain, where Sd,000 persons 
were destroyed by pestilence, in one 
city, exclusive of those destroyed by 
bloody war ! (indeed, a vobime. vrw^JA 
not contain the mauy ^Aslxtkov^ ^"^J\^ 
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to repentance^ which we have or might 
have heard) notwithstanding all these 
divine calls^ we will not see our danger, 
nor prepare for death. Alas ! surely 
we must be judicially infatuated, or we 
would be more sensible of our danger 
than we really are. Of all the calami- 
ties in this calamitous world, none can 
be more destructive to both soul and 
body, than war; yet we are on the 
lirink of war, and look upon it with a 
sullen indifference. Vengeance always 
did, and always will pursue states, as 
well as individuals, for unrepented 
crimes. God has deposited in our care 
the last remains of civil liberty, and 
we have violated the sacred deposit. 
Can a land be sacred to liberty, while 
a million of its inhabitants are in the 
most ignoble and tormenting slavery? 
It is impossible. It is therefore my 
firm belief, that vengeance is on the 
wdng ; and it can only be averted by 
repentance and deep humiliation. I 
do, therefore, in the fear of the Almigh- 
ty, solemnly warn my fellow-worms of 
fheir danger, and earnestly exhort 
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them humbly to repent and reform^ that 
we may once more be a prosperous 
and happy nation. 

But alas ! when I remember the las- 
situde and turpitude of a large majority 
of what are called the ministers of 
Christy these portentous times^ I am 
ready to weep and tremble by turns. 
Those watchmen cry peace, peace^ 
when God gives the most awful notice 
of approaching calamities. Those right 
reverend dons, and lordly doctors of 
divinity, (who receive from ISOO to 
8000 dollars per annum, for reading 
two sermons every sabbath, in honour 
of the meek and lowly Jesus) now so- 
lace themselves in plenty, at the ex- 
pence of honour, honesty, and every 
noble principle; but they will then be 
punished with signal severity. Instead 
of calling sinners to repentance with 
earnestness, and preaching to the poor 
the everlasting gospel, they array them- 
selves in sacerdotal silk and cambrick, 
and read with a cold dead monotony, 
in pulpits fringed with flowers of gold^ 
their written sermons to their rich audi- 

A a2 
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tones. Should they not imitate our 
blessed Redeemer, by going about con- 
tinually, doing good by every possible 
means to the poor, if they are indeed 
his disciples and chosen ministera. 
And if they are not his true ambassa- 
dors, are they not more guilty in the 
sight of Grod than the highway robber? 
O ye idle, indolent, elegant, and un- 
godly clergymen! how can you look 
your Judge in the face, when you have 
so long made merchandise of his gos- 
pel, and usurped the stations of his 
true ministers? neither entering heaven 
yourselves, nor suffering those you call 
(in the language of monarchy) your 
people to enter there. How can you 
expect your just judge to apply this 
endearing address to you, in the final 
day of retribution? '' Come ye blessed 
of my Father,'^ &c. " for I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in ; naked, 
and ye clothed me ; sick, and in prison, 
and ye visited me/' Do you think he 
will utter a palpable falsehood, by ap- 
plying this address to you, when you 
live inthehabitua\\\^^^c\.ol«ftwiR»f^«. 



dinal virtues? There are thotuandi 
and tens of thousands in the lanes and 
alleys of our cities, who hear no more 
of the gospel than the wild Indians on 
the banks of the Ohio ; yet you see 
them going to destruction, and will not 
call them to repentance, although you 
are so well paid to do so ? Surely the 
blood of the poor, and the dollars of 
the rich, will be required at your hands 
in a coming day. Many of you have 
enriched yourselves by imposing upon 
the credulity of the wondering cheated^ 
priest-ridden multitude; which is far 
worse than robbery: therefore your 
riches are now, and will be hereafter, a 
swift witness against you. If the fore- 
bodings of my mind are realized, woe, 
woe, woe, to the ungodly clergymen of 
the land! 

I will humbly take the liberty to con- 
solidate my remarks on the present 
portentous signs of the times, by a quo- 
tation from the greatest philosopher 
and statesman in the world, (who is no 
enthusiast) and from the most iqqi^uIak 
poet of modem times. TlVi^ %x%V^ «^^- 
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ing of the oppression of the African 
race in the United States, says, ^* I 
tremble for my country, when I remem- 
ber that God is just: that his justice 
cannot sleep for ever: and that a change 
of circumstances is among probable 
events. The Almighty has no attibute 
which can take side with us in such 4 
conflict." The poetical quotation is 
equally to the point, namely : 

" Sure there is need of social intercourse, 
RKNKVOLENCE, and peace, unci mutual aid. 
Between the nations, in a world tliat seems 
To toll the death-bell of its own decease ; 
And by the voice of all its elements 
To preach the general doom. When were tlie winds 
Let slip with such a warrant to destroy ? 
\Vlien did the waves so hau{^htily o'erleap 
Their ancient barriers, deluging the dr}' ? 
Fires from beneatli, and meteors from above. 
Portentous, unexampled, unexplained, 
Have kindled beacons in the skies, and th' old 
And crazy earth has had her shaking fits 
Moie frequent, and foregone her usual rest.** 

Since writing the foregoing I have 
been informed, that a certain Presbyte- 
riaa. minister, in the United States! of 
America, who receives 1200 dollars 
per annum (f ot \^Y^^c\\v\i^\Jftfc ^%\iel) at 
present^ has \ieeu V\m^<m% ^s:^'^^ >sssai 
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congregation to give him 400 more ; 
making the round sum of 1600 dollars! 
But as they ai-e mostly poor people^ 
they declared to him they could not 
aftbrd any more than 1200 a year : he 
has consequently turned his attention 
to school keeping. This information 
I could not believe^ as I had a predi- 
lection in favour of this minister, who 
is an intelligent, and in other respectS| 
an excellent man. I therefore called 
upon one of his congregation, who con- 
firmed the above intelligence : it is 
therefore too true. I feel it impressed 
upon my mind, to ask the above cler- 
gyman, or rather, to beg him to ask his 
own conscien.ee, if it is consistent with 
heathenish honesty, much less moral 
rectitude, for a man to insist upon 1600 
dollars per annum salary, from a con- 
gregation of poor people, living by the 
most laborious industry. One of them 
I am acquainted with, a worthy widow, 
who has to support herself and five 
small children by her own labour. 
She has hitherto given Vkfct TSDL\\fc V.^ '^ns!^- 
port tbia great parson, «\^ow^ '^^ 
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could ill afford it. His avariciouB con- 
duct in the present instance^ begins to 
open the eyes of his priest-ridden con- 
gration, who now find it is not the 
flock, but the fleece he is in pursait of; 
and that he is one of the thousands of 
lazy, idle, elegant parsons^ who 

** For their beUies' sake 
Creep, and intrude, and climb into the ibid ! 
Of other care they little reckoning- make. 
Than how to scramble at the shearer's feast. 
And shove above the worthy bidden guest." 

Now the conduct that our blessed 
Redeemer will approbate in the final 
day of accounts, is this; thai this mi- 
nister should preach only for Christ's 
sake, and teach a school for his own 
support, and not he a burthen to his 
congregation. 1 icould advise him to re- 
member the fable of the dog irith apiece 
of meat in his mouthy and be wise. 
Well, but IS not the labourer worthy of 
his hire? I answer, without any man- 
ner of doubt. If a minister has no 
means to make a living, he should be 
comfortably (not eKtravagantly) sup- 
ported by his con^\e2;«it\vi\v\\k\v\.\a ^v 
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rich by die gospel, or make merchan- 
dise of it, is tea-fold worse than high- 
way robbery. Ministers who preach 
for the glory of God, and the love of 

Precious souls, will make tents, like St. 
'aul, or make coffins, like Mr. Bast- 
bum, for their support, sooner than pick 
the peoples' pockets of thousands of 
dollars, to support their pride and ex- 
travagance, and millions of pounds to 
build churches like palaces and pulpits 
like thrones, to display their proud pre- 
eminence: Yet Mr. Eastbuiii, although 
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they would soon see, what motive sti* 
mulated him in preaching the gospel 
The temporal government of thi 
Q^uaker meeting is worthy of imitation 
in this i-e^pect: Their ministers do 
not receive any thing except in some 
very particular cases, where the indi- 
vidual is in very low circumstances, 
and travels abroad ; — and then only a 
bare sufficiency for his or her expences 
in the journey. When they are at their 
own homes they do not receive a cent, 
if they should attend meetings, and 
preach every day in the week. They 
likewise transact the affairs of the 
church, in the same manner the primi- 
tive Christians did. Were these amiable 
and estimable people less mystical in 
spiritual matters, did they permit such 
of their weak members as believe it 
their duty, to participate the ordinances 
of the gospel, and give more liberty in 
their social meetings, they would be- 
come the praise of the whole earth; for 
thousands are sick of being priest rid- 
den, and would associate with them, 
but for this reaaow- 

END or THIS. K\G\YV* ti^ O^^* 
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GLIMPSE 

of THE 

SOVEREIGN BEAUTY 

AND 

JSEJ^TMFICEXCE; 

INTENDED TO Ei^JPORCE THIS IMPORtAVT TEXT, 

Taken f\rom the Book of Kature» yiz. 

« Learn from my kindness to you all, to be kind 

to (yiie anotlier;'* 

And its counteqiart, taken from the Book of Revelation^ 

«' Pure Religion before God, is to visit tlie father- 
less and widows in their affiicHon/' 

The whole consolidated by the dying exhortation of 
Matthew Franklin, delivered in Fricndg' Meet- 
inpf. Pearl Street, New York, January 9th, 1815, who was 
a respectable minister of said Meeting, and was arrested 
by a messenger from the court of heaven, while deliver- 
ing said charitable exhortation.— Respectfully submitted 
to the serious consideration, lst» of the ministers and 
wealthy members of said meeting $ 2dly, of the ministers 
and members of the various congregations of the city of 
New York, and particularly of the charitable institutions 
established throughout the United States. 

B b 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

Some time before and since th^ death rf this 
amiable ^ Friend," I have been using my atmost 
endeavours to sUmolate the wealthy citizens o£ 
New York, to pity, and relieve from the pressure 
of hunger and cold, their poor neighbours, this 
distressing winter, the severity of which may be 
conceived, but cannot be expressed to these per- 
sonages, unless they should leave their splendid 
mansions, and their rich viands, and live and suf- 
fer with the poor in their miserable habitations 
for one week. But, alas! I used ** my utmost 
endeavours," and danced attendance for three 
weeks, upon those who had it in their power to be 
a blessing to thousands of wretched families, both , 
laymen and reverend men, in vain. In the sup* 
plomentary part of this pamphlet, the reader may 
see a specimen of my argnmentation addressed 
to the above persons. Their names delicacy for- 
bids me to mention ; much less the ungentleman- 
ly treatment I received, particularly from one 
reverend clergyman, because I exclaimed in the 
language of commiseration : ** Oh ! — I beseech 
you in the name of God, and in behalf of his poor, 
let not these fair philanthropists solicit your assis- 
tance in vain." As my endeavours have hitherto 
been abortive, I feel my mind drawn to publish 
thisi pamphlet, and preface it with the dying ex- 
ho! rrsiion of friend Franklin in behalf of the poor, 
as my lust resource in pleading the cause of suf- 
fering and starving infancy, and even criminal. 
but perishing old age. 



A GLIMPSE, &c. 

Matthew Franklin, on tlie morninj; 
preceding hui death, on tlie Qlh of Jnnii- 
ary, 1815, attended an usnal tlio meeting 
in Pi'ar! street, New York, to wliirli he be- 
longed. Ha made no comiilaint of ill ticaltl), 
except liis having sunic dizziness. After 
an interval of aiJence, he arone, and repeat- 
ed the following empliatic diclai-atiou of the 
apostle JameB: 

, " Pure religion, and vndejiled hrfore God 
and the Fathrr, is this — lo visit thejatltertess 
and widorvs in their affliclum." 

He said, " 1 do not apprcliond that the 
apostlo James intended to confine Uie duty 
of Christians to tliis part of benevolence on- 
ly. Ijut, being desirous of establi.>diing tn the 
minds of the follnwci-s of Jrsns, the princi- 
ples of an expanded bcnclicence, gave this 
as a prominant example of what they were 
. bound to perform. He doubtless intended 
to be understood, titat tlic chorishuig of 
those feelings ofcompassion and liiHnanity, 
WiLR one of the br^ evidences to show that 
men were the friends and not the enemies 
of our Lord and Saviour, — <tliat tliey were' 
in a state of grace, and not in a state of na- 
ture. The heart of man, before it becomes 
the subject of grace, is absorbed in sfllisU 
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inrIinations5 passions, and affections. It 
seeks no one's good but its own. The pro- 
pensities which incline it to puraue, as it 
supposes, its own advantage, unmindrul of 
the good of his fellow mortals, are para- 
mount. But when man's heart is touched 
and enlightened with Grod's Spirit, he en- 
deavours to derive his happiness from high- 
er sources. He endeavours to feel for the 
distresses of all — he attempts to relieve and 
alleviate them : he seeks out the subjects of 
aflliction, and labours to gladden the heart 
of the wi'ctched. 

« This is illustrated by the parable in 
holy writ, respecting tlic good Samaritan. 
A certain man going down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, fell among thieves, that robbed 
him, and wounded him, and left him half 
dead. A priest and a levite, in passing that 
way, observed him, but they had no com- 
passion on him. They passed by, it is said, 
on the other side. But a Samaritan was 
actuated by a different spirit — by the spirit 
of true religion : for when he saw the suf- 
ferer, he hastened to him — ^Ile bound up his 
wounds, pouring balm into them. He was 
not deterred from the performance of his 
duty, by any consideration of expense, but 
made provision with a Hbcriil hand for the 
future necessities ol Um ow >n\vwsv \nr ha.4 
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« my friends ! — you ought to follow tliis 
example. You are too apt to fall short of 
what is required of you in this way. When 
I make this remarky I would not he thought 
to insinuate^ that I am free fixim this impu- 
tation. When I say you too often neglect 
yours, I mean not that 1 always perform 
mine. I am sensible of my deficiency, and 
have often thought I was too inactive in tlie 
cause of b(Mnevolence. ^nd I am persuaded 
that others believe thai? we are generally 
too remiss, cold, and negligent in seeking 
out the abodes of poverty and sorrow. We 
should be active, zealous, and vigilant in 
tlie pursuit of them. Those who are of my 
sex, should devote time to prosecute this be- 
nevolent concern. And you, my friends of 
the female sex, should also be engaged. You 
are better calcidated than we are, to exer- 
cise tlie plans of chai*ity — ^You know better 
in what manner to make the necessary in- 
quiries in order to discover latent afflictions, 
and afford consolation, and apply the pro- 
per remedies. We ought each to go there, 
hand in hand together. — O my friends !" — 

Here he was suddenly stopped, while he 
was* in this way, pleading with his usual 
earnestness and affection, the cause of the 
indigent and friendless, by a mandate from 
the counsds of eternal wisdom \ vrhlcK ^sc^ 
resting bim at the coiKiiifiuc^isiK2fiX. ^\ ^%^2^ 
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tence^ instantly closed his testintonyt and 
shut up his mental powers in utter oblivion 
to the woes and sufferings of his fellow 
creatures. Awful lesson to all those who 
duly consider it. 

'^ Smitten friends, 
'^ Are anffels sent on messages of love : 
<< For us they languish^ and for us they die. 
*' And shall they languish, shaU they die in Tain." 

In the ardour of his eloquence in defence 
of suffering humanity, this aniiahle philan- 
thropist was arrested by the grim messen- 
ger death, and exclaimed, ^< O my friends !" 
lifting his hand to his head. Was there, 
or is there a minister who presumes to per- 
sonify the holy divinity, and yet i^mains 
himself unholy, may tliat awful c:!k:clamation, 
*< O MY raiKNDs,'* cause hoth his oai-s to 
tingle. Is there a minister or member, who 
prcaclics or even professes to live in and 
love the trutli, and yet loves the world and 
the things of the world, that exclamation 
should cause such to shudder. Is thei*e a 
minister or member who pi'ofcsses the reli- 
gion of Christ, and yet hoards up thou- 
sands, yea, tens of thousands, of supei'fluous 
dollars, while they know in their souls many 
hundreds of their wi'etched fellow worms» 
minor and mature, are perishing therefor ? 
Jf tliere ia, they should ti*emblc at the afoi*e- 
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said exclamation : and that there is^ my sab- 
sequent " humbib soiicitations/* pub- 
lished in the Mercantile Advertiser, and 
pu))lishcd in vain, will demonstrate. Truth 
will neither bend nor bow to the selfish opi- 
nion and the delusive anticipations of any 
man. Grod will remain the source of truth, 
let who ^vill perish. The humble penitent, 
wlio confesses, deprecates, and laments his 
delinquency, God can, and will most assu- 
redly pity and relieve. But the proud pha- 
risee, who boasts in his religion, and looks 
with contempt, and without pity, upon his 
wretched and guilty neighbour, God cannot, 
and will not, pity or relieve.* 

As my limits will not jiermit me to en- 
large, we will suppose, for tlie sake of argu- 
mentation, that each of the aforesaid char- 
acters are called suddenly from the meeting 
house, or the steeple house, to the august 
tribunal of the immortal Divinity, to give a 
strict account of their ministerial labours, 
and of their stewardship. We will suppose 
the almighty Judge seated upon his gi*eat 
white thi-one, supported on the wings of 
cherubtms, accosting them thus : << And first, 
ye who wei*e called my ministers, and who 

• There is a witness of God, in the conscience of 
my penurious or hypocritical reader, who will en- 
force these truths in spile oC h\i "\>te'^Vk!^\^^> Xj^v"^ ^^*S.- 
iMiwess, or his pride. 
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entreated sinners, in my stead, to be recon- 
ciled to God, behold what mighty mischief 
ye have done ! and count, if you can, the 
mental lies ye have told. Intelligent men, 
beholding your covetouaness and lack of 
common philanthropy, have despised your 
hypocrisy, and tlirough your means reject- 
ed my sovereignty. Did not your own rea- 
son, not to speak of revelation, convince 
you that you greatly injured the best of 
causes by your hypocrisy; and did not my 
witness in your consciences oftentimes de- 
clare against the fallacy and futility of such 
conduct. This, therefore, is your condem* 
nation : My light came to you and was re- 
jected — go, therefore, and receive your just 
rccompence ; tlie mercy you to others shew- 
ed, the same I shew to you. — And secondly, 
you, who professed to be my followers, and 
whom I entrusted with superfluous wealth 
for the relief of your fellow creatures, where- 
fore did you hoard up your wealth, to the 
scandal of my blessed and benevolent reli- 
gion?" — Says one, « I gave 20,000 dollars 
for the support of the poor.'* — «< Tell mc 
not," rejoins the impartial Judge, <« what 
tliou gavest, but rather acknowledge what 
thou bast purloined from me and my poor: 
did I not deposit 100,000 dollars in thy 
care, for thy ovrn ecowowvVcA ^>\^^vt, and 
for benevolent 'puTijo^^^'l '^l ^^feas^^ \a. 
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thy conscience oFttimcs told tlico, that tliou 
slifluldHt use oiilj' a conipeteiic)' for thy owit 
siippoi-t, iincl leave the same ftir the niippoi-t 
of thy rhilili-eii, and aj)pro|)riate the rest t» 
cliai'itable |)iirp(»cs. Behold tlic imjiolicy 
as well as the uncharitahlcness of thy con- 
duct: tliou hast trft 80,000 dollars to thy 
sun, which will in-ovo liui everlasting ruin, 
and what a fund of charity has thereby fail- 
ed. Hadst thou luft him an annuity of bOO 
dollars, to he received only quarterly, and 
appropriated tlie residue for tlic support of 
my poor, thou wouldst have i-emovcd far 
fmm liim the cause of his destruction, and 
been a blessing to thousands in so doing— 
But now heboid the fruit of thy folly, and 
receive thy just retorapencc." They will 
fortliwitb be compelletl to acknowledge the 
justness of their sentence: and the truth 
may as well he acknowledged here as liei'e- 
aftrr, in time as in etei-nity. 

The fact is, no man can he at the same 
time a saint and a siiincr, a holy and uuhit- 
ly, 3 religious and irreligious person. If 
wc keep the whole decalogue, except that 
wliercin we are enjoined to love o«r neigh- 
bour as ourselves, and fail in that point, we 
arc guilty of the whole ; and we should 
therefore honestly renounce our pi-ofession 
of religion, and, with tUc yw^^^^^^Aw^*-"^ 
set down on the stmA «S v«^vSa.w:.'ft'> -a-"^ 
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tlien and tbcre would we find some hope of 
salvation. Alas! how ridiculous it is for 
reasonable men thus to deceive themselves 
to their own destruction. 

We will, in a few words, delineate what 
pure religion is, in addition to the cogent 
i*emarks of our deceased friend, that the 
uncharitable professors thereof may be con- 
vinced of their fatal delusion before it is 
for ever too late for remedy. There is 
a divine purity connected vrith pure religion, 
in motive as well as practice. Hence, 
though I could remove mountains, and cast 
out devils, and do many wonderful works, 
and speak with the tongues of angels, 
and preach the true Cliristian divinity 
with more than mortal eloquence, and attend 
every social meeting, and appear ever so 
sanctimonious, — if my motive is not disin- 
terested, generous and pure, I am nothing. 
A man may be the friend of man, and tlie 
favourite of Heaven, and may, at the same 
time, labour under many infirmities, wiiich 
will greatly humble, grieve, and distress 
him; yet love, pure love to God and man, 
is always predominant, and benevoleni^ is 
his prominent characteristic. The precious 
and benevolent saints of the Old Testament 
we find made many slips, and always i*ose 
again. But no where do we find one soli- 
far^' instance of a covetous, narrow-hearted. 
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pitiless, bigoted, penurious person, finding 
tho gi-iice of the new covenant, tfie favour of 
Heaven, or tlie all-important penitence of 
the ;;ospel. Pure rcligionj alias charity, is 
p:ittcnt, and sulTerctli long; is mild, kind, 
and beneficent; is not envious, nor rash, nw 
hasty J is not puffed up, nor disdainful; 
doth not heliavc unseemly, sceketh not her 
own, is not easily provoked, ia not suapi* 
cious, thinketh no evil ; ivjoiceth not in in- 
iquity, but in the ti'uth; beareth all things, 
bclievcth. all things, ho]>cth all things, en- 
dui'cth all tilings. Header, art thou a pro- 
fessor of religion, and yet dost 4liou act 
contrary to these punctilios ? If so, rest 
assured thou art an enemy to the cross of 
Christ, and attachest odium to his most ex- 
cellcut religion ; and tbou art a most dele- 
terious stumbling block to philosophical un- 
believers, and Weak believers — who through 
iliy infidelity, pierce themselves with many 
sorrows. 

I do contend, that it is impossible for a 
sun, that loves his kind- father with a pure 
and ardent affection, to cease from loving 
him; though his own improper conduct 
sliould cause bis father to turn him from 
t'lc parlour to the kitchen, or even immure 
lihn in a dungeon ; yet even there he will 
love and strive to please blm. Love that 
can be changed by local circumstances is 
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not sterlings but sterile love. TI16 good 
mail may fjUl, may fall often, may fall griev- 
ously; but Ills love, if pure, is unchangea- 
ble. The bad man falls in and loves the 
mire, hog like. The good man falls in^ but 
loathes tlic mii*e, sheep like. The smallest 
l)artical of pure religion will bring forth^ in 
its fullest plenitude, sincere bcnetolence to 
man. And this does not consist in giving 
a tliousand dollars to the poor periodically, 
but a constant propensity to cotnpassion, 
and inclination to do good to otltei*^ without 
any reference to recompcnce therefor, here 
or hereafter. The good man does good from 
the pure love of good, without a single 
thought of future rewards or punishments. 
Few will believe tliis truth. Recompense, 
recompense, nothing without a recompense, 
is now the cry of saint and sinner, so called, 
who are under the influence of self-love, 
which I call the contrast of charity. Every 
body for themselves in this degenerate age. 
Where is tiie man who sceketli not his own, 
in all phiccs, and upon all occasions? Self- 
love has produced jn^ide, and destroyed 
charity : and pride has covered the heart of 
man with a baneful covering, so that he can- 
not see its dcceitfulness and desperate wick- 
edness. Hence, every thing is considere^l 
only as it has reference to his avarice, sen- 
suality, or pride. What made the prouS 



pharisee despise the humhlc publican, and 
exalt himsdt'f Surely tlie pride of opinion. 
I bavc liumbly, in the most pathetic lan- 
gua^, solicited all the clei-^men in New- 
York, some individually and all cuUectivelyt 
to co-operate with the inclemency of tlie 
winter, and tlie uncxamjded pressure of the 
timesj in advocating safiering infancy and 
perishing humanity, by delivering charita- 
ble dkcoui'ses before tlieir wealthy congre- 
gations., many of whom wonld liberally 
contribute their quotas for this god-like la- 
bour of love, would their ministers only 
read to their respective congregations, the 
following pieces 1 have published in the Mer- 
cantile Advertiser of Wednesday the ist, 
and Saturday tlie 4tli of February, 1S16. 
yes, ten thousand dollars would have been 
collected for tlie poor, and would not have 
been missed by the liberal doners, did the 
ministers grant my request, which, I am 
sorry to say, not one of them have done, to 
my knowledge. Hence, lo! I turn to the 
Gentiles. (I mean the non- professors of 
sanctity.) from whom 1 hope better encour- 
agement. 

To you, therefore, I now direct my dis- 
course, who make no pretensions to religion) 
much less ministerial sanctity ; but who are 
naturally benevolent. O let ine not also 
beg your commiseration in behalf of the 
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about eigtit years old, yna literally trozUi . 
to death at a professoi's dcur, la ChienY ' 
street, bcMtng for a little cdld victual^ 
afaoBt foor aajs ago ! What a ein ! what • ' 
burning shame ! ! • IVU it not iii Pekii^ 
jniblish it Dot ih the streets of ConstanUito* 
ptef leit ^ hesUien be more eooflriued fai 
their ttl-SNindi^d prejuilices agoinat Om 
C^risb tad hia heneflcent religion. B^ 
what do I Wyl It u t^msA^ -^'^{EviwtA; W 
the coart ot heftven*, MAw3\«'i\iii»«fc 
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addresses to the clergy and the professors 
of religion of New York, in behalf of the 
perishing poor, no doubt, is published with 
it : for a sparrow does not fall^ much less a 
child, without the notice of God. And, no 
doubt, the side-glance of contemptuous dis- 
regard with which my humble solicitations 
were viewed by many a professor, is also 
particularly recognized in the habitation of 
holiness; and those who have unfeelingly 
read the same, will remember every Unet 
and that sooner than they now apprehend* 
I would here recommend to the corpora- 
tion of New York, to appoint two humane 
men in eveiy ward, to superintend the poor 
thereof in sevei-e weather, and see that none 
of them perish with cold and hunger, and 
keep little mendicants from begging from 
door to door in such weather. But what do 
I say? The Almighty permitted that poor 
unhappy child to go trembling from door to 
door, in Clierry street. New York, to try 
the hearts of the inhabitants thereof, as well 
as the passengers who passed to and fro, 
and saw her stiffen with cold before they 
would take her into some friendly shade.-— 
And pray what will become of them if they 
find no more pity trom God than they shew- 
ed to her? But she is called << a little 
VAGABOND." Alas ! did v^o^te. ^&^ "^^^ 
bottomless gulf of de\iraN\\>^ Vcv '^^^^ ^^"^ 



hope, which iny antecedent bad success in 
tills good cause had nearly extinguished. 
I address yon, gentlemen, on the most im- 
portant subject, and though a feeble advo- 
cate, I hope to plead the cause of b)eedln|* 
humanity to some purpose. Cnnsciencr, Jus- 
tice, benevolence, and God himself, all, all 
conspire to enforce and consolidate my ar- 
guments in favour of the poor. In what 
situation in life, I would ask, can the feeble 
powcra of mail be more awfully, more divine- 
ly exei-ted, than in defence of perishing oW * 
age, and famishing infancy? And if any 
tiling on earth can coiiimand tlie attention 
of heaven, and attract the gracious and ap- 
proving smile of God, it is most indubita- 
bly, when be beholds the bentn-olent rich 
nan reading these lines with a palpitating^ 
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a socialf and a sympathetic hearty whicli 
draws from his pitying eye a spontaneous 
tear of coramisci'ation) on the feeble argu- 
mentation of a cliild of sorrow, who has 
long been taught by his own miseries to ad- 
vocate the cause of the miserable. I am 
now addressing men of capacious aud com- 
prehensive minds, who only require a hint 
m order to ascertain all I wish to suggest. 
Indeed they know more of the pressure of 
the times upon the most industrious class 
of the poor, yea, much more than I do* To 
the intelligent, both male and female, I need 
not expatiate on the horroi*s of starving with 
hunger, or perishing wuth cold, which has 
literally been the unhappy lot of orphans and 
widows this severe winter. Was I to dilate, 
was I to expatiate even upon the sufferings 
of the aforementioned little girl, (not to 
speak of her pawnt's pangs) who was frozen 
to death while begging in Cherry-street, 
New- York, they would not listen to tlie sto- 
ry of horror, but would beseech me not to 
proceed; their fancy would catch at moi*o 
than I could describe. At a single compre- 
hensive glance, they would take in the mi- 
serable succef«iion of wretched groups of 
weeping mendicants, brought to this dread- 
ful state, not by their own delinquency^ but 
by war^ bloody desolating wai*. 
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I feel a tcnfolA solicitude, tliat I may not 
exi>ericnce tlie same paralyzing frown of 
neglect from one part of the citizens of 
New- York, as I have from the other. If this 
unhappily should be the case, which heaven 
forbid, I would ask, will it be to the credit 
of the citizens generally, (cither in the esti- 
mation.of present or future ages) who know 
any thing of the severity of the weather, and 
unexampled pressuix; of the times, rendered 
so by the calamities of war ? Oh ! may hea- 
ven incline the hearts and hands of the be- 
nevolent, in all the cities and towns of the 
United States, to let their exertions in esta- 
blishing benevolent institutions, and build- 
ing soup-houses and factories, be always 
commensurate with these accumulating ca- 
lamities! and even gaining funds for the 
poor by a lottery, would be more excusable 
than building a church by one. Finally, let 
the warning voice of the amiable Franklin, 
and his expiring spocrh who was the admi- 
ration of his scKiety, stimulate the meinbei*s 
of that society to provoke one another to 
love and good works. May that voice which 
almost s}K^aks from the grave, and seems to 
approximate to the energy f. .t ! inspiration of 
Eternal Truth — may it vmuhv both the ears 
of that professor to tingle, who hoards up 
his superfluous wealth, and knows, at the 
same time, that his p<ior unhappy fello^'- 



307 

travellers to tlie grave are literally starving 
and perishing for want. May heaven bless 
this my last addi*ess to the citizens of New- 
York, in behalf of their suffering fellow-cit- 
izens, although untranscribed, and written 
in great haste, this 5th day of February, 
commonly called Sunday, by the author of 

** Beauties of Philanthropy**' 

SUPPLEMEJ^ TJiBY. 

Copied from " Tlie Mercantile Mveriiser,^* of ' 
Sept. Isty and 4^A, 1815. 
« READ, CONSIDER, OBEY. 
*^ Citizens of MW'Fork. 

** THE VOICE OF GOD in behalf of bis 
poor, written in the Book of Ci*eation, the 
Book of Revelation, and the Book of Con- 
science, 

« Previous to the last national fas.t day I 
wrote the following « liiiml : solicitations," 
part of which was mislaid by tlie printer ; of 
course its publication wasjiostponed. At the 
same time I wrot« ])rivatc Icttera to five dif- 
ferent eloquent clergymen in New- York, 
humbly entreating them in the most pathet- 
ic language to deliver charity sermons in 
behalf of their poor unhappy felldw-mortals. 
But, alas! to my grievous disappointment, 
I solicited tliis small, almost no favour, for 
tlie poor in vain; surely if they saw even a 
glimpse of theii* misery, their hearts though 
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made of stones would relent. I hope their ex- 
cuses may be validy for, most assuredly^ m j 
request and their refusal are both minuted 
in the records of eternity, ready for their 
perusal on the final day of retribution. If 
the ministei*s of the benevolent religion of 
our merciful Redeemer refuse even to plead 
the cause of the poor, Mithout the loss of a 
penny, to whom must I call, or where must I 
look for relief? I am well assured that very 
many of tlie wealthy members of the vari- 
ous Congregations, only require theirpreach- 
ci*s to ])oint out the sufferings of their poor 
fellow-creatuiTs, in order to stimulate th«n 
generously to contribute to their wants^— 
Ucfoi*e I intro<luce my « Humhlc SolicUa" 
iionSj^' I would beg leave to transcribe the 
subsequent interesting sentiments from the 
books of Creation, llevclation, and Consci- 
ence, viz. And urst, « Learn (says the Voice 
of Pi'ovidcnce) from my kindness to you aU^ 
to be kiiid to one anotJierJ^ Second, read the 
7t]i, 8th, 9th, lOth and 11th verses of the 
ISth chapter of Deuteronomy, for the voice 
of God in Revelation, wliich is itself an ex- 
cellent charity sermon, and was tlie text cho- 
sen last month, by that excellent pulpit ora- 
tor Dr* Staughton, whose eloquence is only 
commensurate with his benevolence, and 
may heaven pour its choicest blessings up^ 
on him ! He has preached^ and collected for 
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the Male and Female Hospitable Societies 
of Philadelphia^ perhaps thousands of dol- 
lars : the latter society have expended, in 
relieving many thousands of poor families^ 
139OOO dollars, and have established a cot- 
ton manufactory, where they employ many 
poor widows, orplians, and industiious old 
women. To the ministers and matrons of 
New- York I would say, or rather tlie wit- 
ness of God in their consciences^ says, << Go 
ye, and do likewise^' And third, the book 
of Conscience also inculcates, that their 
blessed Redeemer will not tell a palpable 
falsehood the last day, by addressing the 
penurious and pitiless professors of piety 
thus : « Come, ye blessed of my Father, in- 
herit the kingdom : for I was hungry, and 
ye fed me ; thirsty, and ye gave me drink ; 
naked and ye clothed me; sick,^nd ye vi- 
sited mc ; a stranger, and ye took me in/' 
No man surely wants to enter heaven by 
proxy. Let no man, tlicrefore, depend uj>- 
on his neigliboiir to fulfil the duties of phi- 
lanthropy, while he neglects to jiractice the 
same. It is the quintessence of absurdity 
to pretend to religion, and be devoid of phi- 
lanthroijy: for althougii a man may be be- 
nevolent; and not ivligious, it is absolutely 
impossible to possess a particle of the latter 
and be devoid of the former. I feet, there- 
fore, impelled by some good spirit, to adjure 
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inherit your riches — ali ! distribute some of 
your superfluous wealth fof tiic support of 
those amiable and estimable societies; or 
should you prefer it^ there is Che excellent 
"Widows' Society^ also the Humane Society, 
OS, also a committee of respectable and dis- 
intercf^ted members of tlie * Society of 
« Friends," wlio are ready to become your 
almoners, and to distribute your donations 
with a god-like discrimination, by exhibit^ 
ing the benefit, but hiding the benefactor; 
and like Boaz in the cavse of Ruth, bestow- 
ing the contribution, without suffusing the 
countenance of the child of misfortune with 
confusion. Sickness will soon seize, and 
medicine fail you ; and you will be compelled 
to leave your wealth to ungrateful heii-s, to 
be a ^*.;rsc to them, though it would prove a 
blessing now to thousands of poor hungry 
orphans, and give an account to your plaiu- 
tiff, judge and witness, of your stewardship. 
Wherefore act now as you will wish you harl • 
done, at tliat impoHant moment Finally, 
permit me to beseech the members of the be- 
nevolent institutions in Baltimore, Philadel- 
phia, Trenton, and New-Brunswick, as well 
as New- York, not to get weai-y in well do- 
ing. Be vigilant, be industrious in your 
labour of love, and remember, he w ho has 
an opportunity of doing good, and doeth it 
not, is guilty of sin. And I do most humbly 
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entreat the editors of Journals in the abotie 
places, to give these n^markSy or a part of 
them, a place in their papers, once at least; 
particularly my friend Wilson, the editor rf 
the Trenton True American, and Mr. Poul- 
son of Philadelphia. I would also request! 
my old friend Daniel M^Curdy of Trenton, 
who co-operated with the person who first 
established these societies in Philadelphia, 
twelve years ago, to use his utmost influence 
to re-animate the late members of the Sc- 
iicvolent society, established at Trenton, 
seven vears ai'-o. — For notliiri"* ismorecal- 
ciliated to manufacture whole cori)S of phi- 
losophical uubelievers, than want of phil^m- 
thropy in the professors of relii^ion. Final- 
ly, I would remind tiie President of the 
Philadelphia IMale Hospitable Society for al- 
leviating the miseries of indigent Sick Per- 
sons, not to forget nor neglect to call upon 
the Rev. Dr. Brodhead, who most humane- 
ly and generously promised me to preach a 
charity sermon for the Philadelphia M. H. 
Society, the latter end of tlie i>rrsent month, 
although lie preached a cIj ari ty sermon a 
few weeks ago, and collected 250 dollars, for 
the Female Hospitable Society. What an 
excellent example for the imitation of the 
clergy of New- York! 'Reader, be so kind to 
hand this paper to your pastor, and even 
this small (almost no) favour, will not lose 
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its rewanit if ^antod with sincere pity to 
the poor. If any clergyman should be in- 
clincd to grant my humble re4|uest in Favour 
Qf the poor, he will be pleased to call on my 
friend Samuel Wood, S37, Pearl^treet* 
where documents will be deposited, to de- 
monstrate the utility and superexcellence of 
those institutions ; and lie will inform them 
of the names of the committee above alluded 
to. They will also please to dcsi^ate which 
of the above institutions they will be dispos- 
ed to aid, or if the committee. And oh! 
may at least three pulpit orators be found lu 
Kew-Tork, who will individually be dispos- 
ed to assist each of those excellent associa- 
tions. However, should no clergyman oSer 
*' HIS BLESSING," or his eloquenCB for one 
half hour, for the relief of the sufferingpoor 
by next Saturday, I will consider my present 
labour of love in vain, and will apply to ano- 
ther description of orators, to commiserate 
and alleviate the miseries of the poor this 
miserable winter. For truly one half of the 
citizens do not know how oiiserably the 
other half suffers. If they did, their hearts 
would forthwith ndent* and their tears 
would flow unbidden. Written by the au- 
thor of the 

s oj Fhilantkropy. 
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nVMBLE SOLICITATION'S^ 

liespectfuUy addressed to the BenevoleiU CUu 
ccens of J)Psw York. 
With distinguished deference on your 
part, and much diffidence on my own, do I 
presume to solicit you, citizens of New 
York, in behalf of the sons and daughtei'S 
of affliction, inasmuch as your liberality has 
hitiicrto been almost proverbial. B utf such 
is the accumulated and complicated calami- 
ties of the poor this calamitous winter, that 
1 am irresistibly impelled by some secret 
impulse to exhibit before your intellectual 
ryes a glimpse, and only a glimjise of their 
wretchedness, being well assured, that ac- 
cording to your chai*acteristic generosity, 
you will come forward to alleviate the rnise^ 
rics of the poor, when you are made sensi- 
ble thereof. A moraent^s reflection will 
(onvince the considerate reader, that tl^e 
l)rcscnt winter is a sorrowful one; not only 
to tlie poor in general, but to many who a 
few yeai's ago were themselves rich, but 
now, alas! are reduced to poverty by the 
calamities of war. Possessed with delicate 
feelings, to dig tliey cav*not, and to beg they 
ai*e ashamed. Wiierefore they shrink from 
the public eye, and seek refuge in tlie shadeft 
of obscurity, where a mighty mass of hu- 
man wretcUedweaa m\^\\t <^>^s\lY be recogni- 
zed, would tl\G S^\X^Y\\.\i^O&«^^1C^^\^l^\^vS^ 
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imitate our blessed Redeeiiirp in goin^ about 
doing good, and distributing tbeir supei'flu- 
ous wealth in relieving tbcir poor unhappy 
fellow travellers to the grave. We all know 
when the wheels of commerce stop, ten 
thousand industrious hands are immediately 
inactive, and wretcliedness and poverty are 
the result. 

I do not solicit the bencvoletit citizens of 
New York to bestow their charity on com- 
mon street beggars. The persons for whom 
I feel the most sympathetic commiseration^ 
would perish in their wretched retirement 
sooner than expose tbeir wretchedness 
before the public eye. I would, there- 
fore, most resjiectfully entreat benevolent 
rich persons, who may peruse these linei^ 
(in order to avoid imposition) to send tlieir 
donations to two super-excellent societies^ 
who are ready to be their almoners, and 
who are now greatly retarded in their la- 
bour of love for want of adequate funds : I 
mean the Male and Female Assistance So- 
cieties of New York. As next Thursday is 
appointed as a national fast day, may the 
source of benevolence put it into the hearts 
of all the benevolent clergymen of New 
York to remember the sighing of the poor, 
and forthwitli preach cliarity sermons on the 
evening of tlie aforesaid faat A«:^ , \ft ^x^"^^. 
funds of the above blessed \Tvs>a\xiNIvw5a* "^^^ 
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(lie fast that the Lord approves of, Isaiah 
Iviii. 7 9 «< Is it not to deal tliy bread to the 
hungry, and that thou bring the poor that 
ai*e cast out to tbj house — When tliou seeat 
the naked tiiat thou cover him» and that thou 
liide not thyself from thy own flesh." 

Much might be skid in commendation of 
these amiable societies; but my limits com* 
I)el me to be brief in my remarks. I would* 
therefore, recommend each humane reader 
to Thomas Carpenter, who is President of 
the Male, and Mrs. Strong, 323 Greenwich 
sti-eet, who is first Directress of the Femaie 
Assistance Society, for farther information 
relative thereto. And may Heaven incline 
their hearts to take their offerings vridi 
them in cash or old clothes, or religious 
tracts, for the instruction as well as nourish- 
ment of the poor. 

In pleading the cause of tlie poor we avoid 
genei*alities, as too horrible for the eye of 
philanthropy to behold. We will not even 
glance at tlie miserable thousands, but only 
confine our commiserating glimpse to one 
wi^etched family, the father of whom is 
at this moment either fighting his country's 
battles, or perhajis 

" Now Hieeps in death upon a foreign shore, 
" And hear* of vjat, dfe^vtvLcUve war no more," 
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The mother being deprived of her chief 
support, has to sell her apparel to procure 
food for her children — her cruel landlord 
eells her furniture for rent. Winter finds 
her destitute, unahle to work^ ashamed to 
beg, afraid to make her wants known to the 
oreraecrs of the poor, for fear of being se- 
parated from her poor children, her heart 
almost broke, and nearly expiring with 
cold and hunger, reserving the little food she 
has for her weeping children. The recol- 
lection that the trimmings of her rich un- 
feding neighbour'.s wardrobe, and the oftals 
of his lutchen, would be more than sufficient 
to preserve her from perishing, enhances 
her mighty woe. Mctbinks t)ic conipassiim- 
atc motlicr who reads tliis tragical but true 
relation, presses her happy child to her 
breast, while an unbidden teai' drops upon 
it. Her fancy catches at all 1 would de- 
scribe: and she will, I hope, join me in re- 
echoing the following distich in tlie hearing 
of her associates who solace themselves in 
Ii.xarious plenty, to wit : 

HUI1FP7 and cold tbe wretched mother dinl ; 

Her woe-warn face her babei will view nn more ; 
When you are se&led by your own fire-aide. 

Then think upon and belp the Bliiv*i'iiig poor.. 

Would it not he good policy 68 'KeV!. •»&. 
charity for the ppoprictots ot ■&« ^^"^ 
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the fast that the Lord approves of, Isa 
Iviii. 7, << Is it not to deal thy bread to i 
hungryy and that thou bring the poor tl 
ai*e cast out to thj house— When thou se 
the naked tliat thou cover liiniy and that tl 
hide not thyself from thy own flesh." 

Much might he skid in commendation 
these amiable societies ; but my limits co 
pel me to be brief in my remarks. I wou 
therefore^ recommend each humane reai 
to Thomas Carpenter, who is President 
the Male, and Mrs. Strong, 323 Greenw 
sti-eet, who is first Directress of the Fem 
Assistance Society^ for farther informal 
relative thereto. And may. Heaven ind 
their hearts to take their offerings w 
them in cash or old clothes, or religii 
tracts, for tbe instruction as well as noun 
ment of the poor. 

In pleading the cause of the poor we av> 
generisdities, as too horrible for the eye 
pliilanthropy to behold. We will not ei 
glance at the miserable thousands, but oi 
confine our commiserating glimpse to < 
Wi^etched family, tlic father of whom 
at this moment either fighting his countr 
battles, or ][)erhaps 

*< Now itleeps in death upon a forei^ shore, 
** And hears of war« destructive war no moret' 
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York Museum to appropriate ilie profits of 
one day to aid the funds of said societies^ 
giving previous notification thereof: for by 
this means, many who would be inclined to 
view the museum only by this mediumip will 
be often stimulated afterwards to go with 
their friends to this innocent and instructive 
place of amusement. And surely the recent 
preservation of the New York Theatre 
should stimulate the managers tliereof to 
contribute their mite also for the relief of 
the poor^ as a token of gratitude for divine 
protection when danger was so near. Let 
them remember the coniiagration of the 
Riciunond Theatre, and shew their thanks 
by deeds that more than speak. The visi- 
tors of these societies distribute their char- 
ity with a discriminating and economical 
care. I will beg leave to transcribe a few 
of the rules of the Female Society, as a 
specimen of its utility and disinterested ge- 
nerosity, to wit : 

Article VII. Assistance is to be given in 
necessary articles, and never in money, ex- 
cepting when i*elicf cannot be otherwise 
effected. 

drticle Tin* The committee shall use 
tlieir utmost endeavours to ascertain the 
real cliaracter and true situation of every 
person they visit, by closely questioning 
them ; and if they think necessary, by in- 
quiry o/' the surrouTviJLUS w^iglibours. 
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Jirtide IX. Tlie committee dhall relieve 
no person whom they have not previously 
visited. 

Article X. The committee shall, according 
to the best of their abilities,, and as opportti- 
nities may offer,' endeavour to impress on 
the sick the necessity and impoHance of re- 
ligion. 

Ariklt XL The committee shall relieve 
the sick committed to theii* charge with the 
strictest impartiality, and without any refer- 
ence to their religious dcnonii nation. 

May the Almighty Sovei'cign of the uni- 
verse shed his choicest benedictions upon 
the lovely women and benevolent men who 
compose these philanthropic societies. May 
their fellow citizens never let them solicit 
pecuniary assistance in vain. May their 
death beds be to them the gate of endless 
blessedness. citizens of New York re- 
member that 

By heav'n the helpless and the poor are tent 
To try your hearts : relent then, friends relent. 
God will repay an hundred fold and more. 
On earth and on the blest celestial shore. 
While those who view the widows* sore distress 
Without kind pity, nor their woes redress. 
Shall after death, when time shall be no more. 
Receive such mercy as they gave before. 

" Ah turn your eyes to yonder shed. 
Where once in happier days were found 

A blooming group with plenty fed, 
With health, peace* and contentment crownM. 
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* But now those happy days are gone* -^ 
In ocean's fight the husband bled ; 

Fell war has now removed the son. 
And all the widow's hopes are fled. 

* Her children's fare, a pittance sad, 
A crust to them's a rich repast ; 

Their shiv'ring limbs in shreds are cYacf, 
'Gainst keen December's piercing blast* 

*' Ye heedless rich turn not away ; 

For once let go th' unyielding hold ; 
The suff rers face in smiles array ; 

More pleasure this will give than gold." 

As I have been informed that the Trenton 
Benevolent Society is either abrogated or 
adjourned, I feel my mind drawn to suggest 
m few thoughts to them by way of expostu- 
lation, which I desire my friend Wilson to 
publish in his respectable and patriotic 
Journal, The True American, at least once. 

EXPOSTULATIONS 

addressed to tJie Citizens of Trentoiu 

If this super-excellent institution is abo- 
lished, for want of a little pecuniary sup- 
port, alter a periodical existence of eleven 
years, and in a city where the benevolent 
religion of our gracious Redeemer abounds, 
who can help pitying, or, who can reproach 
the deist, for being such. As my limits will 
Bot permit me to e\A^\r^^ Xlck^ai^:. s^T;^^^^\i^iS6.«^ 



321 

tions, I voiild refer the reader t» ttic 5t)i 
Chap, of my Beauties of Philantliropyj Siul 
edition ; and the 3d Department of my 
Chiiriiis of Benevolence, 5tli edition, for 
more copious arguments in favour of the 
above society ; and also, the Feiqale Hospi- 
table Society, the latter of which has, in a 
few years past, expended 13,000 dollars in 
relieving many thousand poor families, and 
establishing a judicious Cotton Manufacto- 
ry, for the employment of female orphans, 
willows, and soldiers* wives; and may the . 
source, and sum total of benevolence, re- 
ward them here and hereafter, for their la- 
bour of love! May their death-beds be ren- 
dered beds of roses, and their graves the 
gates of paradise ! 

Notwithstanding my unspeakable unwor- 
tliiness, and base ingratitude to tlie best of 
Beings, I feci impelled by some goad spirit, 
to send these expostulations in the form of 
letters, to a number of individuals who are 
intrusted with wealth, for the relief of their 
indigent fellow-creatures, but bave purloin- 
ed the same, and keep it in reservation for 
heirs, who do not stand in need thereof, and 
will not thank them therefor; and who now 
perhaps, wish them dead, that they may in- 
herit their riches : and when they do pos- 
sess their enormous wealth, which may now 
be a blessing to tbousaii<^ ttl -««k^\s% '«■*.- 
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€ow8f naked, cold, and hangiy OTphluti(i*-it 
^11 be their snare and their destructiiNi^ 
unless they use it as merciful almoneft of a 
merciful God. Thus, by a just re-actiofi d 
Divine Rrbvidcnce, a curse attends tiilt 
which is purloined from the poor^ both to 
him who accumulates and hoards it lip^ mtA 
he who spends it : and oft-times, those iM^hny 
wlio were pious when poor, become penuri- 
ous when rich. I know a man, who, wh«l 
worth about half a dozen dollars, paid f^ 
gularly to our benevolent institution, his 
fifty cents per quarter, and since he was left 
half a million by his rich uncle, I believe hb 
has not paid half a cent. Another poor ridi 
man, worth a hundred thousand dollars^ 
was enti'eatcd by a friend of mine, a pious 
preacher, for a small lot of his extensive 
farm on the banks of the scliuylkill, to erect 
a meeting-housc upon, but he refused, an8 
soon after he died, and left his wealth to 
distant relations, who pitied and desipised 
him while living, and disregard him now 
he is dead. Many more such cases might 
be adduced. 

Ye wealthy men, to whom I- intend to 
Bend these cxpostulatioas, I coil upon you in 
the name of your poor iiNnAPPY pekIiOW-' 
MORTALS ! AmU I adjure you in tite name ff 
that GOD, before whose bar you will soon and 
shortly be arraigned, to give a strict acamtit 
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of your sfewardsMpf to distribute a litde of 
your superfluous wealtli for the support of 
the above society^ which is nodding to its 
fall for want of your assistance. Sickness 
will seize, and medicine will soon fail yoUf 
and you will be compelled to leave your 
wealthy to be a curse to some unthankflil 
heir, which would now be a blessing to 
thousands of your poor unhappy fellow-mor* 
tals, and bring their grateful benedictions 
upon your head, and the pleasures of bene* 
volence would be your sure reward : For« 

" No greater pleasure man on earth can know» 
Than that of feeling* and relieving woe V* 

and to crown all, conscience would smile^ 
and create an intellectual heaven to your 
supreme consolation. You may, and many 
of you no doubt will, throw these lines from 
you with contemptf but rest assured, yoa 
will think of them on your dying beds, or^ 
at least at the BAR of your Ptoifi^^t^, *h^ge 
and Witness^ and that soomv than y<m norm 
apprehend* 

Are they not a disgrace to the best of 
causes, who profess religion, and yet, by 
their actions, demonstrate, that they artt 
devoid of common benevolence. In ono 
word, are they not impostobs ! without amf 
vmnner of douht. See Walker's dictionary^ 
for the etymology of the word ii£rosTo% 
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viz. ^< One tvho clieats by a Jictitious charuc" 
ter.^* He who professes to be religious, and 
of course a saint, and yet lives in the habit-^ 
ual breach of the second commandment^ is 
he not a mental liar, a sinner, an impostor? 
And he who keeps all but the second one, 
and breaks that, is he not guilty of the 
whole ? Will not one leak sink a ship ? One 
sin offend God, in whose sight we are al- 
ways pleasing or displeasing? When we 
cease from sin, pleasing — when we commit 
it, displeasing: and no sin is more hateful 
to Him, than inhumanity j the same as a 
kind father would abhor nothing in his 
children so much as a want of brotherly 
kindness. Can^ man love his neighbour 
as himself, and of course do as he would be 
done by, and yet feed and pamper with 
needless luxuries himself and children, and 
know at the same time, his neighbour and 
his children are suffering for want, without 
relieving their necessities? Or can that 
professor who has hoarded up thousands of 
dollars, and a superfluity of food, fields, fur- 
niture, &c. possess religion ? (I mean that 
charity which seeketh not her owih is moi*e 
willing to give a gift than receive one, and 
receive an injury than give one) and know 
in his soul, tjiaj; many of his fellow citizens 
and their children are suffering for want of 
Ms supj^i'fluities ? It is impossible. 
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Jl man may possess henetokncef and le de^ 
*ooid of a spark of pure religion I (I mean a to- 
tal annihilation of selfishness, which is the 
general idolatry of the world, for the dawn 
of religion, is the denial or mortiRcation of 
self, but its meridian is a total crucifilLionf 
or annihilation of self;) But it is impossible 
to possess a spark of religion, and be devoid 
of a benevolent disposition! I feel a sponta* 
neousL propensity to compassion, but thero 
is no reli^^ion, no virtue, no merit in it — it 
is natural to me. The native language of 
my heart is 

*' And Oh my God is there no hour 

To make me greatly bles8'd» 
When L shall find it in my pow'r 

To succour the diatressM. 

" In vain» alas ! my heart overflows 

With useless tenderness ; 
Why must I feel my brothers' woes^ 

Nor cannot make them less. 

** But I this torttire must endure s 

•Tis not reserved for me. 
To ease the sighing of the poor^ 

And set the prisoner free !** 

If a pbrson has not grace to keep all the 
commandments, is it not better for him ho- 
nestly to take the station of the publican in 
the gospel, and humbly pi'ayj ** God be mer- 
ciful to me a sinner/' than to act the im- 

K e 
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postoTf the pharisce, and tlius be a stninb- 1 
ling-block to philosophical unbelievers, and 
live and die the victim of a most fatal ddo- 
sion, crying «< peace, peace," whent God' 
has not spoken peace : there is hope for the 
poor enlightened penitent, but 1 have upne 
for the proud blind pharisee. Will our 
blessed Saviour say on the last day to the 
selfish professors, who lent a deaf ear to my 
humble expostulations, << I was sick, and ^ 
visited me." No, he will not declare a 
falsehood in the presence of assembled 
worlds, to save any impenitent delinquent. 

Those who wish to contribute their mito 
to save the aforesaid society from extuic- 
tion, and lay up treasure in heaven, can gain 
further information, relative to its utility 
and disinterested philanthropy, by calling 
upon Daniel M^Ccruy, brewer, Trenton, 
M here donations in old clothes, or cash, will 
be thankfully received. . 

Written by 

^ Frknd to humanity. 

When you read tliis, i)lease to hand it to 
your neii^libour, and this little, almost no 
favour, if granted with sincere pity to the 
poor, will not lose its rewaitl in eternity ; 
For 

By heaven the helpless and the poor are sent. 
To try your hearts— relent then, friends, relent ! 
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Parents who ai»e very wealthy, would con- 
fer a special favour upon their children, as 
well as their poor neighboui*s, by leaving 
each of them an annuity of 5 or B 600 per 
annum, to be received only quarterly, and to 
distribute the rest for the relief of the poor. 
By. this means their indigent neighbours 
vould be relieved, and a bowl of intellectual 
poison removed out of the reach of tlieir 
own children. 



The foregoing pieces Mr. Crooke gene- 
rously published in his paper without pay. 
The following piece, " a flaming sign,'* 
&c. I also wrote for his paper, but left Mew 
York before it was published, but not before 
I saw the advertisement of the managers of 
the tlieatre, who most generously granted 
my request, and published that Mr. Simp- 
son would deliver the address. Mr. Scud- 
der also granted my request, and most ele- 
gantly illuminated his museum and grand 
panorama, and gave the profits of two nights 
to the poor. May kind Heaven abundantly 
reward these benevolent and ingenuous 
men. Their grant ought to be equivalent 
to 7000 dollars for the poor, as they did not 
tven reserve pay for the candles. 
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A FLAMING SIGN, 

To the OtHxens of JVSrro Fork, both seen and 

feU. 

Monday Morning f Feb. 6^ 1815. 

Yesterday morning 1 made arrangements 
to leave New York, with bitterness of heart 
at tlie consideration of spending three or 
four weeks of time and expense^ dancing 
attendance upon the clergy, declaring to 
them my tale of woe, both verbally and in 
private k'tters ; as well as 3000 public and 
pathetic addresses intended to stimulate 
them to commisserate tlie miserable poor 
this miserable winter — ^but all in vain. I « 
therefore sat doNvn to address, in pamphlet 
form, a few remarks to the anti- professors 
of religion, as the professors would not list- 
en to my tale of woe, and those that did 
listen wouhl not understand. I finished my 
pamphlet aboi^t 10 o'clock -at night, and was 
aroused from my intermitting shimber and 
visions of calamity, by the cvy of fire, and 
the tolling of a number of church bells, 
about midniglit ; when it powerfully striick 
my mind, that those repeated c« :nflagi*a* 
tions in New York, (about fifteen in five 
weeks,) wit!i the loss of about 500,000 
dollai's, were awful intimations of divine 
displeasure, which are only preludes to 
moiH> fearful judgments on the rich who will 
not pity and vt^U^^vi^ the \juor. For 
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To S3rinpathi2e and melt at human woe, 
Is what the wealthy to the helpless owe* 

This impression will no doubt be consi- 
dei-ed the oifspiTUg of enthusiasm, as was my 
solemn warning, declared to N. Bonapaiie 
11 yeai's ago, via his minister Talleyrande, 
all of which has literally come to pass. — See 
my Preliminary Essay, page 276. 1 foresaw 
tlie approach of war seven years ago, and 
declared the same to the American popula- 
tion. — See my " Paradise Displayedf^' jiage 
146. And I foresaw two yt^ars ago the 
change in our national affairs, and tlie ap- 
proach of accumulated calamities in this 
country.— See my " Beam of Celestial Light,** 
page ISO. But I would ask, is there any 
tiling in this miserable world, that can at- 
tract the approving glance of the supreme 
divinity more effectually, than the tear o1 pi* 
ty stealing from the eye, and trickling down 
the check of the fair pliilantliropist, and 
dropping upon perishing old age or starving 
infancy. And if any thing can force tlie 
reluctant and lingering wrath of Heaven 
upon a ( «iy, surely it must be when the Al- 
mighty parent beholds his rich childi*en, and 
those too who have the word religion al- 
ways playing upon theii* lips, and yet for- 
sooth beholdy with dry e>es and callous 
heartSj the bitter sufferings of their poor fei- 

X e 2 
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low mortals. Reader, art tbou the parent 
of a numerous oiTspnug* and didst tliou seo 
thy inature offspring behoid, without pity 
or relief, thy minor daughter, seven yeaw 
old, perish witii cold, wouldst thou not pity 
the last, and punish the fii'st? without any 
manner of doubt* But would not such a 
man pity his perishing horse, dog, or cat? 
most assuredly : and will tlie soui*ce and 
sum total of justice and benevolence, who 
Iieard the infantile cries, and saw the frozen 
limbs of his little child who perished M-ith 
cold, begging from door to door in Cherry 
street, hist 'I'Jiursday, neghrt to punish 
those who have both time and funds to re- 
move the fatal cause wliirh produced this 
doleful eflV(t ? and will not the dying ex- 
hortation of the aniiahh* Matthew Franklin, 
published two weeks ago, and my first ad- 
dress, published the day liefoi»e this tragical, 
this shamefiil catastrophe, enhance the 
mighty guilt of such pitiless characters? — * 
Aduutting, tliercfore, God to bi» as Just and 
as generous as tlie aforesaid father, he must 
and will visit tlie crimeof cruelty, esi.ecially 
in professors. But says a late wri • ;' in tho 
Coluinhladf <« she was a little vagabond!" 
and did not God makt- even that *♦ vaga- 
bond" for his <#\vn glory, and to try rich 
men ? No man can call these remarks the 
Dft)!ipring- of religious enthusiasm* I do not^ 
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I dare not profesis religion, because I see 
I'Jearly its divinity, its spirituality, its uni- 
Veisal philanthi*opy. I profess to be raTerely 
the shadow of a piiilantbropist, the fragment 
of a physiognomist. I see perhaps in the 
countenance of the trembling mendicant, 
the oiitlinc or the apcrtui'e of a gulf of 
beastly vice, but shall 1 tlieipefore turn from 
him with contempt ? No — 1 give my mite, 
and my soul with it, because I know God 
sees the same gulf in me, and I clearly see 
a more deleterious gulf of Satanic vice in 
the countenances of many of those who ride 
in their gilded coaches. Avaunt then, ye 
hateful suhterfuges, the offspnng of pai*si- 
niony and pride. The most sanctimonious 
professor, had he tlie least self-knowledge, 
would be ashamed io apply an epithet of 
contumely to tlic most woithless of mendi- 
cants. 

In addition to my address to the anti- 
professors of New York, I have sent a pri- 
vate letter to Messrs. Coopei' and Price, 
the Managers of tiic theatre, res}»octfully re- 
questing them to appropriate a night for an 
oi*ation or recitation, for the benefit of the 
poor. O may bleeding humanity, weeping 
piiiliinthropy, and frowning justice for hid 
that they should imitate the orators I have 
already solicited in behalf of tlie poor, but 
humbly solicited and danced attendance on 
tbcm^ ill vain. They will generously con- 
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tribute their mite for this godlike purpose, 
by appointing a night for a public I'ecitation 
of some pathetic piece in favour of suflTering 
humanity. It will add to their personal 
honour, and the credit of their city, so to do. 
For all men, however, vile and VHlgar, piti-* 
less and penurious they.may be themselves, 
cannot help admiring and venerating the 
man whose social heart melts at human woet. 



Some reasons for Benejicence io the Indigent 

[Presented to the author, and written by his 
friend Dr. Baculy, of New York,] 

*Ye who have, should relieve the necessi- 
ties of those who have not, for many rea- 
sons : — 

1st. Because opulence, unless it be used 
benevolently, and distributed annually in 
certain proportions to the necessitous, is 
generally found to be as injurious to the 
possessors of it, and to their descendants 
who inherit it, as the poverty of the indi- 
gent is to themselves, and to t1ie inheiitors 
of their poverty. — A miserable considera- 
tion! 

2dly. Because you or your chQdren may 
possibly need assistance, in the revolution 
of human events. Losses^ crosses^ rain 
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may arise from fiiT, and fifty oljicp ciiTum- 
stances. Then they who have been mei^i- 
ful, will have a right to receive and expect 
it from God and man. — A happy reflection ! 

Sdly. Because the beneficent man who has 
lost, or been swindled out of all his riches, 
will find that all he has given away in deeds 
of compassion and benevolence, will appear 
to him, as so much saved ; as a treasure 
Wiiich moth cannot consume, nor thieves rob 
liim of. — A deliglitful treasure ! 

4thly. Because all you possess in riches, 
erudition, and person, is committed and gi- 
ven to you by human authority, or by God 
and his providence, that you, as stewards 
of God and society, should use them all for 
the promotion of the social and divine good 
of the great family of mankind. Money 
and goods bestowed on the needy, in a sense 
of duty to the giver of all good things, is 
e3tchanged for treasures which cannot be 
stolen, burnt, or lost in any possible manner. 
No man ought to esteem any thing his o\mi ; 
for a king is hut a steward and sei*vant, and 
accountable to the higher power of God and 
his country. 

5t\\\y. Because God, who hath made all 
nations of one blood andl)rotherhood, says, 
that he is no respecter of persons, and that 
we should he like him. Innocent children, 
therefore, who are born of indigent parents. 



334 

are as deserving of inheriting tlieir propor- 
tion of social property, as the innocent 
children who are born of opulent progeni- 
tors. 

ethlj. Because of the injustice of social 
law in the present form of inheritancesa 
which have respect to persons. And be- 
cause of the injustice of the law in makings 
and allowing interest on money, and rents 
Qn properties, to such a degree, as to enable 
the opulent to revel in luxury, idleness wA 
dissipation for ages, if they keep witbiii 
their incomes^ while by these means the 
indigent are kept so, enduring toil, naked* 
Bess, hunger and necessity, from tender 
youth to decrepid age.*T-And they have no 
jubilee. 

7thly. The seventh reason for being com- 
passionate and charitable, is the external 
and divine honour, rccompence, and satis- 
lEaction a person receives by doing justice, 
duty, and good works.' 

WINTER. 

A Season for remembering the Poor, 

« Now Winter is come, with his cold chillinjf breatb^ 

And the verdure has dropp'd from the trees ; 
All nature seems touchM by the fing^er of death. 

And the streams are' beginning to freeze. 
When wanton youn^ lads o^er the river can slide. 

And Flora attends us no more ; 
When in plenty you sit by a ^ood fire-side, 

Sure you ought to rcmcm6tr t/it ^or. 
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When the cold feather'd snow does in plenty descend, 

And whiten the pnfepect around ; 
When the keen cutting winds from the north shall 
attend, 
Hard chilling and freezing the ground ; 
When the hills and the dales are all candied with 
white. 
When the rivers conceal to the shore. 
When the bright twinkling stars shall proclaim a 
cold night. 
Then remember the state of the poor / 

When the poor harmless hare may be traced to the 
wood 

By her footsteps indented in snow ; 
When the lips and the fingers are starting with blood; 

When the marksmen a fowl-shooting go; 
When poor robin^edbreast approaches the cot/ 

And the icicles hang on the door s 
When the bowl smokes with something revWing and 
hot, 

Tha^s the time to remember the poor / 

When a thaw shall ensue, and the waters increaae* 

And rivers all insolent grow ; 
When the fishes l¥om prison obtain a release i 

When in danger the travellers go ; 
When the meadows are chid with the proud swelling 
flood, * 

When the bridges are useful no more. 
When in health you have every thing that is good^ 

Can you murmur to think on the poor ? 



MISCELLAJ^nSOirs COMMimiCATIOXS. 

After my arrival at Philadelphia^ I sent a 
private letter to the Manager of the Ke^ 
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Theatre, with an address previously pub- 
lished in the « True American/' intreating 
liini to have an oration delivered in behalf 
of the poor ; alter which I wrote the follow^ 
ing for a Circtdar, but it being too lengdiy 
for a newspaper advertisement, I had ano- 
ther circular published in a handbill, as well 
as in the news-papers, and which follows 
the one first proposed. 



CIRCULAR. 

Witli the most pleasurable sensations t 
read a few minutes ago, an advertisement 
of tlie Theatrical Managers in tliis city, 
purporting their intention to appropriate 
the profits of next Monday evening, for the 
relief of tlie poor this severe and distressing 
winter. They have nobly imitated the ex- 
ample of the actors of New York, and merit 
the applause of all the friends of humanity^ 
1 have not learned how much the Managers 
of tlic New York Theatre collected for the 
poor, wiien Mr. Simson delivered his ad- 
dress on the stage in their favour; but this 
I know, that if tiie house was not full that 
nii^ht, it is a popular animadversion, and 
pointed reflection on the iiumanity of those 
wbo habitually attend theatres. That pei*- 
son's heart must truly be inhuman> who 
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would not partiripatc a favorite amusement, 
because pcrishin!; old age, and Rtai'Ttii^ in- 
fancy, was to be relievt'il with tlie profilH 
thereuf. However tlic Managers of tlio 
New York Theatre merit as murli admira- 
tion for tlieir distinguished liberality, if they 
only collected seven cents for the poor on 
the above occasion, as if they collected sc- 
Ten thousand dollars, which a full house 
would have alTcirded. And the same may 
be said of Mr. Scudder, who most gene- 
i-ously gave a night of his grand panorama, 
andoneof his museum, for this godlike pur- 
pose, without any deduction. And Mr. R. 
Feale lias informed me, that he will consult 
bis father, and if it will appear advisable on 
consulting him, he will also exhibit bis ad- 
mirable muRcum for the relief of the poor; 
and from the well-known urbanity and ge- 
nerosity of this respectable and ingenious 
family, I am morally certain, tliat this fa- 
vour for the poor, which on my simple soli- 
citation, was fortliwith granted by the above 
cstablislimcnt. will not bo i-efnscd by Mr. 
Pcalc, unless there is some admissible cause 
therefor, sliuidd lie grant my request, I 
hope his mnscuiu may be rruwited: us, if 
otherwise, while f he act c\hibili-d illgh»^iug 
colours the donor's liberality, it \\ou\d be a 
burlesque on the taste, sind a |Kiint<-d reflec- 
tion on the humanity of .^iKUOO 'i' 1iii.citi- 
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and especially ministers of his religiony 
without diagusti abliorrence and a frown ? 
Although too many ministers richly merit 
this rcpi*ooO tliousands of tlie citizens of 
Philadelphia have (to their immortal ho- 
nour be it spoken) most benevolently come 
forward^ and largely contributed to the re- 
lief of their suffering fellow-citizens this 
winter. I saw a list of poor families^ visi- 
ted and relieved by one of the managers of 
of the Female Hospitable Society » (Mrs. Ba- 
fcer,) this winter, amounting to 165, and this 
amiable association, I expect, will relieve 
this winter 5,000 individuals. The Har- 
monic Society, as also the Male Hospitable 
and Benevolent Societies, as well as an as- 
sociation of << Friends," have gi*eatly con- 
tributed to alleviate the miseries the poor 
have endured through the calamity of war, 
and the extreme severity of this winter ; and 
although too, too many clergymen have not 
delivered one charitable discoui*sc in behalf 
of the poor, much less have given a cent or 
a tear; there are others who have largely 
contributed by their private liberality as 
well as public oratory, to ease the sighing 
of the iK>or. 

It gives mo delight to have it in my pow- 
er to mention the names of Dr. Staughton 
and Brodhead in particular, who have been 
the faitliful patrons and advocates of the 
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amiable Female Hospitable, as well as other 
cliaritabic societies ; may kind heaven smile 
iijion these lovely women and benevolent men. 
Yes, most assuredly if any thing can attract 
the approving smiie of God, it must be such 
disinterested philantliropy. I wisii I could 
speak thus honorably of the clergy of New 
York, I waited upon some, sent private let- 
ters to otliers, and published four thousand 
lengthy and pathetic addresses to them all 
in behalf of the poor in vain, they heard my 
tale of woe, but would not understand; par- 
ticularly one, whom I called upon, when he 
was putting on his sacerdotal silk and cam- 
bric, and going to pei^soniPy our benevolent 
Redeemer, he treated my request with con- 
tempt, though a short address from him 
would have gained 1500 dollars for the 
poor, many of whom were perishing that 
time; particularly, a child who was abso- 
lutely frozen to deatli, he.a;ging from door 
to door in Cherrv-street, New York, for a 
little food, perhaps to save a sick and pe- 
rishing parent. Yet no douht the pi*ofcssors, 
at whose dooi's sh(* was begging relief in 
vain, and the ministers with whom I was 
liumhly phsadin.u;, that they might plead the 
cause of the ])oor lieforc their rich auditors, 
I say, no doubt, they have not the least ap- 
jiivJiension tliat the Almighty, who counted 
the bail's of (.his iitlle mendicant's head^saw 
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Mr pn^h with pity, but beheld with imlig- 
lutiDti their inhumanity, who refused her k 
friendly shade, the colilest day I ever expe- 
^enced even in Buasia. 



J Plea for the Poor, respeclfuUij addmsdl 
to the Kch ; particularly the Clencal com* 
murtiiy. 

AVherj the pressure of tlie timca aiW 
great on tlie Poor, all humane persons 
should contribute their individual exertion^ 
to alleviate the same ; and itbovc all men. 
Clergymen, should be forcnioRt in this labour 
of hive; and lie who ncgiccLs tlii^Iiiie of 
conduct, is guilty of the ci-inse of crvetti,f 
a more inexcusable crime than which, no 
man can commit. But the cU^quent minis- 
ter, wtio has the opportunity to gain $5, 
or i 500, from his rich auditory, for tin' re- 
lief of his perishing fellow mortals, by a 
short, hut pathetic address, and refuses to 
grant this small, almost no favour, must 
surely be very i-eprciicnsible in the sight of 
a compassionate God. 

The Theatrical community, the Harrao- 
Aic Society, and other public and pmata 
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institutions, liavc come forward witii a pin- 
lanthropy, tliat is an honour to humanitj^ to 
alleviate tlie miseries of the poor, this cala- 
mitous winter. Let the Clerical comranni- 
ty be as unanimous as the above communi- 
ties have been, to my knowledge, at least, 
in New- York, and Phihidclphia, and it will 
have the two-fold effect of relieving many 
perishing, though wortiiy families, reduced 
to penury, by the calauiities of war; and 
removing from the minds of a discerning 
population, the recollection of the parable 
of the good Samariliui, to their disadvan- 
tage. Every minister sliould deliver at 
least one charity discourse a winter, for the 
relief of the poor. Some have literally 
perished with hini,:j!,er and cold, and many 
suffer ffrievouslv. while those Avho should 
lead the van, in the ranks of pliilanthropy, 
do not oven hrin.i;' i;p the rear: I meaii the 
ministers of reiif^ion in general. Particulai' 
instances of their Hheral exertions in be- 
half of the ]io()r, have been witnessed in the 
persons of Di\ Staii.5;hton, and Messrs 
Erodiiead, Sargoant, ami Milnor, and 
others : w^ould to heaven, their commenda- 
ble example was generally imitated ! It 
gives nie jdcasure to mention their names. 

The managers of the New Theatre, have 

pnhUshci] next Monday night's profits to be 

ffiycn to tlio poor; arvvVJA.^. \?v^^^V\\V^ If 
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admisaibloy Hike^the generous Mr. Scudder^ 
of New- YorK,) exhibit his grand Museiiniy 
a day and night for their benefit: and a 
committee of benevolent gentlemen, are 
begging from door to door, in every waM 
for them. May kind Heaven amply reward 
tliem Jbcre, and hereafter, for their commen- 
dable liberality ! Surely, no man who has 
a drop of generous blood in his veins, can 
let them beg in vain. 

I hope this hint will stimulate some Cler- 
gymen, to deliver charitable addi-esses, for 
tlic relief of their poor fellow creatures ; 
and may some wealthy individuals, be in- 
duced tliereby, to aid tlie funds of the differ- 
ewt Charitable Institutions in tliis city ; 
jmiticuhu'ly the Female Hospitable Society, 
who have relieved with a commendable 
uhicrity, some thousands of the children of 
misfortune this winter. Donatioiis in casii, 
old clothes, religious ti*acts, or remnants 
of wet or dry goods, will be received at 
theiu Cotton Manufactory in Ajjple-tree 
Alky, for the relief and instruction of the 
poor, with sincere gratitude. 

F'lila. Feb. 27//i, 1815. 

Kot only the manager of the New Thea- 
tre^but Mr. Peale has also most generously 
coaributed to the relief of the poor, by an 
eveiing's exhibition of his ^IvvAS'iS^Vt. ^^^ia- 
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seutn. SoiAe bigotted prdfesft6)r8 haTe 6h* 
jected to play-actors contributing to the re* 
lief of the poor^ by delivering an oration in 
their theatre on their behalf; and censure 
me for stimulating them to do so. Such 
men I can but pity and despise. Witk 
equal propriety might the ancient Jews cen«* 
sure the good Samaritan, and vindicate the 
bad Levite and Priest. Indeed, when I 
consider the covetousness of priests and 
professors, and their injustice to me, I caa 
scarce refrain from wishing for kind deatb 
to deliver me from a world of hypocrisy 
and oppression ; which led me to transpose 
the subsequent Lamentationf which was ori- 
ginally a song. It exhibits exactly my ex- 
perience at the present crisis. 

The FhUanthropisVs CompluinL 

HOW ^reat my gjrief and anguish. 

Of every hope bereaved '. 
How oft I sigh and languish I 
How by my friends deceived ! 
Still wishing, still desiring, 
To peace in vain aspiring, 
A thousand tears I shed. 
In niglitly tribute sped. 
In nightly tribute sped. 

My own frail heart betraying^ 

And friends no longer true : 
No smiles my face arraying, 

No heart ao fraM\s\it VwVi ^ w» 
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So passM my life's sad morning. 
No heavenly joys returning: 
Alas! now ail around 
Is dark and chearless found. 

Ah! why did nature give me 

A heart so soft, yet frail! 
A heart to pain and grieve me. 
At ills that men assail! 
At others ills thus wailing, 
And my own frailty feeling, 
With tender anguish fraught. 
To throb each pulse is taught. 

Ah! what is nature's beauty 

To me, whose weary breast 
Can find on earth no pity. 
Nor friend whereon to rest ; 
But God is true and faithful, 
Tho' men are most deceitful; 
I'll trust him to the end, 
Tho' ills on ills descend. 

Ere long, perhaps, my sorrow 

Shall find its welcome close; 
Nor distant far the morrow. 
That brings the wish'd repose: 
When death with kind embracing. 
Each bitter anguish chasing^i 
Shall mark my peaceful doom. 
Beneath the silent tomb. 

Then cease my heart to languish* 

And cease to flow my tears, 
Tho' nought be here but anguish. 
Kind heaven will end my caresi 
In my cold grave reposing^ 
Life's sins and ^ottows <^<c^«aw%^ 
No more shaW lUs a,a^^\\> 
No more my 8u\sbevi«Ji\» 
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<< It is undeniably plain, tbat there are 
great numbers that call themselves chrisH- 
aiiSf who arc in their conduct more like in- 
carnate devUSf tlian real saints. View them 
in theii* respective places of worship, and in 
the performance of devotional duties ; yea 
see them assume a serious air, as if tiiey 
were greatly concerned about their everlast- 
ing welfare. See tliem in their families and 
in the common concerns of life, there they 
are full of levity ! unsavory and loose in 
their conversation. You may see them v^ll 
and extrava.^ant in di*ess and show,' while 
their poor christian neighbours of the same 
religious community, with all tlieir indus- 
try, are hardly able to acquire decent 
cloathing. Nor need we wonder if these 
sons of carnal pleasure put them off with 
a << Be ye warmed/' They will be lavish 
enough at tJieir own tables, while the poor 
are ready to famish by their side; and, 
such is their love to Christ and his mem- 
bers, they will think it an instance of great 
condcscention if thev vouchsafe to visit them 
and say, " Be ye filled/' Or, if these pre- 
tenders to piety bo naturally of a more 
grave and serious disposition, view them in 
their trade and business; there you will 
find them covetous, griping and oppressive; 
Jnakins; it their chirf *taLVvw Iq liaty uij fortunes 
for their dependanta, axvv\ \ft T^ve«>*^^^YiV?v.- 
mUics in the world. TVv^^'t A>^^ ^^« 1^^^- 

- -li' 
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fathers, _/!»■ a prdeitce make long •prauera; 
even when, by usuiy, extortion and op- 
pression, Witygrinil the faces of the poor, and 
devour tviilows houses. The; lay up tliat 
in their cnScrs, which of ngiit bdotigs to 
the needy who labour under them; the rust 
of which shall be a swift witness against 
them another day, and shall eat their ^fiesk, 
ns it u-erefre,* 

" Is not the Gospel dishonoured, by such 
prnfcssoi-s, such sanctimonious wretches as 
these? Such persons, wliefher more light 
in their disposition and conduct, or more 
grave in their temper and behaviour, arc 
Sike the children of the devil and the slaves 
of sin ; are on a level, in the sight of God, 
with the most profane. As to the covetous, 
those votaries of Manimoa, whatever dis- 
like they may have to their associates, they 
stand ranked in the hook of God with no 
other company, than extortiihers, and 
tJaercs, dnivkards and adidlerers. Yea, they 
are branded with the moi'e detestable cha- 
racter, for they are called, idolaters. 

'•The sin of coretmisness, is, 1 fear, great- 
ly misunderstood and much overlooked by 
many professors. >Vcrc it not, the remark 
would not be so often made ; " Such a per- 
son is a good CkrisUaiif but a coretovs man" 
^ liereas it might with ?fi isvvk>jv\'(«^"^v^"«. 
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be said ; Such a woman is a virtuous lady, 
but an << infavums prostitute.*' For the lat* 
ter is not more contrary to sound sense, 
tlian the former is to the positive declara- 
tions of God, recorded in scripture. — 
AVhen we hear people in common, talk 
about covetousnessy we are tempted to look 
upon it) as a merely trifling fault : But, 
M'hen we turn over the volume of heaven, 
we find it pronounced iddatry, and deemed 
a capital crime ; while Jehovah denounces 
damnation against the wretch that is guilty 
of it.* 

*• In whaty then, does this aggravated sin 
consist ? I answer, CoveUmsness, in the 
language of inspiration, is the desire ofliav- 
ing more ; the desire of obtaining, or in- 
ci'easing in wealth. Whoever, therefore, is 
habitually desirous of riches, is, in the esti- 
mation of heaven, a covetous man^ Avhat- 
ever his station in life, or profession of re- 
ligion may be. The language of the cove- 
tous heaii; is that of the horse leecli's 
daughters, Gire, give. The covetous man 
is always desirous of more, whether he has 
little or much : and if a professor, he will 
always find some pretext, to hide the ini- 
quity of his idolatrous heart. But, however 
such a professor may cover his crime under 

• 1 Cor. 6-9—10. Eph. 5-^5. Col. 3— 5. Psal. 10-5. 
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{ilauaible pretences of any kind ; or how- 
ever safe lie may imagine himself, as being 
a member of a visible cliurch, and fi-ee frnni 
censure ; tlie time is coming when the mask 
shall be ati-ippc(] off, and tlien it shall be 
fully known where his affections have been, 
and wliat God he has served. Then it shall 
Itlninly appear, whetlicr J£iiovah, or Mam- 
mon, swayed liis affections and ruled in hifi 
heart. — Perhaps, there are lew sins for the 
practice of which, so many excuses are 
nmde and plausible p)-et«nces ui^cd, as that 
of covetovsiiesti. or a love of the world : con- 
8C^nenlly, there are few sins against which 
profc^oi-s have gi-cater occasion to watch. 
It was not, tlterefoi-c, witliuut the greatest 
reason, that our Lord gave that solemn 
caution to all his followers ; Take heed, unit 
bervare f^ covetmisness. 

*' It is remarkable, (says Mr. Venn) that 
the covotuusness against which we are so 
earnestly wai'iied in God's word, is not of 
tlic scandalaas kind ; hut such as may go- 
vem the heart of a man, who is esteemed 
very virtuous and excellent by the world, 
jn the ttntli Psalm t)je covetous, whom the 
Lord is there said to abiior, are the very 
persons of whom the wicked speak well : 
wliicli wouUl never he the case, did their 
love of money, make them cither villainous 
In their practices, or miserably penurious 



mean time he is deterBiined to be fTVgii and ' 
dilig«nti till he takes his final leare of hwd- 
ncss, to enjoy all the sweets nf ease uid 
Bplenihir, Line xli. 19. — Now vlMw an tbe 
people, governed bj^ the common mucims 
and princiiries of hniBBn natom, ii^ MC 
any thing the least to blame h thiH manV 
sentiment or condttct I WIio do Dot ap|dand 
and imitate it themselves? Tet tU» T|U|r 
man OBT Lord sets before Oareyea, asflie 
jiietore of ove, eaglm«A»^^t'J«.«!M«il>]^a^- 
«i»e of fte iMngaOltbas-wAi. T^oi^wi 



351 

tnan lie represents as summoned in the midst 
of all his golden hopes, to appear a most 
guilty criminal at the bar of his despised 
Maker. Lo! this is the man whom our 
Lord exposes, as a miserable wretch ; for 
all othei*s to take warning by, and resist co- 
vetoiisness. 

" Paul, in perfect harmony with his Lord, 
forbids the desire of wealth, as a criminal 
effect of avarice. Let your canversation he 
without coroetousness, and be conteiU with 
%uch things as ye have; for he hath md, / 
will never leave thee nor forsake thee, Heb. 
xiii. 5. And where, instead of this self de* 
nied temper, a desire of increasing in 
wealth, is cherished, there snai*es, defile- 
ment and ruin are declared to be the cer- 
tain consequences. For they that will (the 
original signifies the simple desire) be rich, 
fall ifito temptation and a snare, and into ma- 
ny foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown 
men in destruction and perdition. For the 
lirve of money is the root of ail evil ; which 
while some have coveted after they Jiave er- 
red from the faith, and pierced themselves 
through 7vith many sorrows, 1st Tim. vi. 9 
and 10. 

" Let none suppose, from what has been 
said, that I m<ian to encourage idleness or 
extravagance. No ; far he it ! such, who, 
tlirough indolence, pride, or prodigality, waste 
tiicir substance, and fail in the world, can 
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iiardly be too severely ceiisared. They not 
only impoverish themselves, hut injure their 
neighbours ; and are no other than the pests 
of society, and pfublk robbers. It is the desire 
of riches* the scriptures so much condemns) 
and if while a man's whole heart is given 
up to Gknly he is pleased to prosper what Jie 
takes in hand, and give him an abundant 
increase, his wealth is evidently as much 
the gift of God, as if it came to him by le» 
gacy or inheritance, and he stands account- 
able to Grod, for the use he makes of it« and 
if he hoards it up, and refuses to assist his 
fellow creatures in their necessity, how aw- 
ful will be the account he must give/' 



CONCLUSION. 

*< We are assured in Scripture, that Sa- 
tan is transformed into an angt^ of lights 
thereby to deceive the children of men ; and 
that it is no marvel t!iat his ministers should 
be transformed as the ministers of righte- 
ousness. We are not to look upon all that 
goes under the name of religion, as the re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ ; nor all that prophe- 
sy in his name as ids ministers. Satan has 
both his religion and his ministers in the 
world. Th^iJe who view every thing as 
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real rdigion wbich has that appearariCCy vill 
be gi'eatiy deceived ; and will be likely to 
lose their own souls thereby. ^< Satan bas 
his religion, as well as irreligion. And his 
religion is no less fatal to those who em- 
brace ity than his irreligion and open wick- 
edness. Indeed it is often more dangerous, 
because tliese subjects of his flatter them- 
selves, that they belong to another prince, 
who is able to give unto all his subjects 
eternal life. If we see a man wise in his 
own conceit, we are taught to entei*tain 
more hope of a fool than of him. 

Let all who credit the truth of God's 
word, enter on the investigation of tliis sub- 
ject with a full belief, that there is such a 
thing VLB false religion; and that care is need- 
ed to distinguish it from the true. Let us 
not believe every spirit, but try the spirits 
whether they be of God. It would be pleas- 
ing to the jirince of darkness, to have no 
such investigation made. He would wish 
ns to buy of him gold which is not ti'ied in 
the fire, witiiout entei*taining any suspicion 
of its genuineness ; or making an essay to 
prove it. If he can make those whom he has 
deceived, view it as the height of wicked- 
ness, to doubt of their interest in the favour 
of God, he feels very sure of tlieir destruc- 
tion. 
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Our danger of being deceived and ruined, 
is very greats not only because Satan is ve- 
ry crafty, and is able to appear like an an- 
gel of light; but because our hearts ai-e ve- 
ry wicked and deceitful* The word of God 
speaks of depraved men as being ^^tlie chil- 
dren of the devil." If so^ we are doubde9S 
prepared, in our natural state, to relish the 
religion of our father, and prefer it to the 
religion of the Son of God. There is no 
i*eason to doubt, but that every unregene- 
rate man in the worhl, would be best pleas- 
ed witli SatanVs religion. But we know 
that Satan's religion will land us in hell ; 
therefore we are afraid of it. This makes 
it necessary, that he should transform him- 
self into an angel of light, and make usthink, 
that his religion is the very religionof Christ 
himself. As soon as this is believed, we 
greedily embrace it. To make this idea 
more familiar, let us sup])osc that nothing 
is so sweet to our taste as a poisonous po- 
tion. The draught is pleasant, but the con- 
sex|ucnceof drinking, which will be death, 
is friglitful. We love the poison ; but we 
hate to be poisoned. Now, if any body can 
deceive us, and make us believe, that it is 
not poison, but asalutary draught, the way is 
prepared for us greedily to drink our death. 
And tliis is the great object of him, who 
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like a ronriiig lion, w^keth about Reeking 
'whom he mny deVoui'. Tliat by all ineatis 
lie may destroy, not only some, but many, 
lie tui'ns into every shape ; be practises ev- 
ery wile ; lie becomes an angel of liglit. 

II is a dcep-laiil wile of Satan, to have his 
ministci's on cartli, and in tiic very church 
of Christ; who shall call tlicmselvcs the 
ministers of Christ, and Bhall be set apart 
to the woi-k by the same solcnmitics, by 
which Christ's ministei-s arc set apart to 
their holy work; and who sliall pretend to 
favour tlte cause of righteousness, as if to 
build up this cause Avas their main object. 
That Satan has his ministers, yea, very 
many of them in the world, is clear from the 
word of God. Tiicrc is, no donbt, a great 
many shades of differen(-o in their charac- 
ter. Some of them, we are taught to expect, 
shall be so wondei-fiilly transformed as mi- 
nisters of righteousness, that they shall de- 
ceive if it wci-e possible, the very elect. 
There may be this difference between Satan 
and his ministers ; Satan, when transform- 
ed int^i an angel of light, has not deceived 
liimself ; for he knows that he is not an an- 
gci of light : hut his ntinistei-s may be, and 
orteii lu-e, self deceived. I'aul tells Timo- 
thy, that evil men and seducers shall wax 
worse and worse, deceiving, and being de- 
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ccVocd. Because men do not receive tlie 
love of the truth, that they might be saved, 
Gody in judgment, sends them strong delu- 
sion, that they should believe a lie* There 
is no reason to doubt, but that many of Sa- 
tan's ministers, who liave been employed by 
)nm, and have been made great instruments 
in supporting his unrigliteous cause, and 
preventing the conversion and salvation of 
sinnei-s, have really supposed tljemselves to 
be great friends to Christ, and s»;reat in- 
struments in his hand of the conversion and 
salvation of sinners. 

The reader may wisli to know how he 
sliall distinguish between the ministej's of 
Satan, and the ministers of C lirist. No rules 
can be laid down, by which we can with 
certiunty distinguish between a sanctiiiedf 
and an unsanctified minister, \yhen the 
apostle Peter sent one of his epistles by Syl- 
van us, a christian minister, he introduces 
him to those to whom he wrote as a faith- 
ful brother, as he supposeiL As far :\s it is 
necessary and important that we sliould 
judge in this matter, the rule laid down by 
Christ is this, <« By their fruits ye shall 
know them.'* Theii' fruit is tlieir doctrine, 
the effect of their ministry, and their per- 
sonal benevolence. The apostle Paul speaks 
of those whose word did eat like a canker } 
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k1 John speaks of some who must not he 
ccived, because tlicy did not bring the 
ue doctrine. Tiie fidse propliets in the 
mrch of Israel were evidently in tlie devil's 
rvice : and this was a distinguishing cha- 
.cterlstic of tlicm, that they prophesied 
aooth tilings ; that they sewed ])ilio\vs un- 
)V arni-hoiesy and strengthened tlie liands 
the wicked, that he should not turn from 
s wicked way, by promising him life, 
zek. xiii. 22, All those preachers, whoso 
ain drift is to prevent the t nemies of God 
oin being alarmed, and to lay tliem to rest 
an unconverted state, are manifestly the 
inisters of Satan. They may say much 
favour of the goodness of God, and the 
erits of the Redeemer, and their love to 
e souls of men; but this is their mask; 
is is their transformation into the minis- 
i*s of righteousness : In this we see tlie 
l1 Serpent, who beguiled Eve; and wlio 
now transformed into an angel of light. 
3t me entreat mv readers not to be tlius 
guiled, and so lose tiieir immortal souls ! 
Jf ])reachers even sound an alarm in the 
rs of the enemies of God, and then preach 
such a manner, as is directly calculated 
build them up on their own self-righteous 
rformances, still the adversary of souls is 
*11 pleased. Thai'isaic scribes taught, that 



the kingdom of heaven. It does i 
to wound sinner^, and then hea 
wounds slightly. Those who do no 
regeneration a radical change, and 
not lead sinners to.go out of themseli 
build their hopes on the chief corm 
whirli God liath laid in Zton, are 
niinistei^s of Christ, but the minister 
tan. If these pretend to make rei 
tion a radical change, hut do not iu 
do it ; if they pretend to destn^y tl 
righteous system ; but do in evn*y 
build it up; this is tlieir covering; 
their being transformed as the mini 
righteousness. Let all, who liold 
ble in their hands, beware wliat the 
Let them imitate the Bereans, wh 
searched the scriptures, to see w!)eth< 
thin£rs whir^li thev heanl were so 
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The apostles wcihb proved to be 
Vs miuistersy and not Satan's, by the 
produced by their preaching, which 
) turn men fi'om Satan unto God* 
' the uniform effect produced by any 
ular sort of preaching, is to make 
ight and vain, instead of making them 
LS, and with conceiTi to inquire, What 
«re do to be saved ? it is not the min- 
wiiich Christ has established in his 
h; — it is Satan's ministry. If the 
"m effect of any preaching is to make 
proud and self-sufficient, instead oi 
ig them humble and believing, it has 
iie seal of Clirist upon it. When the 
jospel is preached with power, it casts 

imaginations, and every high thing 
\ exalteth itself against the knowledge 
d. It makes us do justly, love mer- 
nd walk humbly with Qod. 
otiicr way, by 'whicli we are to distin- 

betwecn the ministers of Christ, and 
iinistei*s of Satan, is by their personal 
iour, i. e. by the manner in which 
live. Christ's ministers will live godly 
; and some of Satan's ministers may 
pected to affect an uncommon degree 
!ty; for they will transform themselves 
he apostles of Clirist. Pharisees trust- 
themseives that they were rigliteauSf 



! ';i| 4 iTspect unto all God's coiiimaiKlineiiti 

' > I tliey, who t^ect the chai*acter of pi 

seinbic a monstrous production in 
some of whose parts air too largo 
others are pro])ortionabIy too sni 
whoJly deficient/* 

Finally, if the many ivn thousaii 
profess religion, yet are in the full 
of nches, are unfeeling to the pjo 
God for the sake of recompense, a^ 
to escape i?ell, follow Christ lor the 
and ii^ihes — if Ihesc enjoy religion, 
Confess I do not know what true reli 
For my pari* till i live free from ev 
1 will not liJofcss to ho a saint ; but 
Iher contiiKie in tlie station, and 
language u[' tlie penitent puhlican, 
be men ifiil to mo a sinner.'* 



